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‘ Depressing ,  Wasteful ,  Stupid 9 

California  Governor  Vetoes  Gay  Jobs  Bill 


fly  Soo//  Brookie 

SACRAMENTO  —  California 
Governor  George  Deukmejian  on 
March  13  vetoed  a  bill  that  would 
have  outlawed  discrimination  in 
employment  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
preference.  The  bill,  AB  1,  by 
Assemblyperson  Art  Agnos 
(D-San  Francisco)  passed  the  state 
Assembly  and  Senate  by  slim 
margins,  and  there  is  little  chance 
that  the  Governor’s  veto  can  be 
overriden. 

In  his  veto  message,  Deukme¬ 
jian,  a  Republican,  stated  that  “a 
person’s  sexual  orientation  should 
not  be  the  basis  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  special  protective  class 
of  individuals,  especially  in  the 
absence  of  a  compelling  showing 
of  need.”  The  message  continued, 
‘‘The  proponents  have  been  una¬ 
ble  to  provide  compelling  evidence 
that  there  is,  in  fact,  widespread 
employment  discrimination  based 
upon  sexual  orientation.” 

The  governor’s  action  was  wide¬ 
ly  condemned  by  supporters  of  the 
bill.  “It’s  a  slap  at  the  personal 
dignity  of  every  lesbian  and  every 


Art  Agnos 

gay  man  to  say  that  we  are  not  in 
need  of  special  protection  when  it 
is  clear  that  we  are  living  through  a 
history  of  ongoing  discrim¬ 
ination,”  said  Mary  Dunlap,  a  San 
Francisco  attorney  who  has  handl¬ 
ed  a  number  of  discrimination 
cases,  in  a  telephone  interview. 
“I’m  disgusted,”  she  added.  “It’s 


depressing,  wasteful,  stupid.” 

“It’s  absurd  to  say  that  we 
haven’t  proven  that  there’s 
discrimination,”  commented 
Dana  Dan  Gorder,  a  legislative 
aide  to  San  Francisco  Supervisor 
Flarry  Britt.  “You  either  buy  the 
idea  that  discrimination  should  be 
illegal  or  you  don’t,  and  the  num¬ 
bers  are  completely  irrelevant,”  he 
added.  “It’s  a  tactic  of  putting  us 
on  the  defensive.” 

Assemblyperson  Agnos,  the 
bill’s  sponsor,  agreed.  “One  per¬ 
cent  of  all  cases  of  discrimination 
in  California  involve  religious 
persecution,  but  we  still  keep  that 
law  on  the  books,”  he  told  GCN. 
“Even  one  case  of  discrimination 
based  on  religion  is  enough  to  war¬ 
rant  a  law  prohibiting  it.  The 
Governor  didn’t  state  in  his  veto 
message  how  many  cases  of  [sexual 
orientation]  discrimination  he 
wanted  to  see  before  he  thought 
we  should  outlaw  it,”  he  added. 

Opponents  of  the  bill  were 
elated.  Senator  H.L.  Richardson, 
who  led  opposition  to  the  mea¬ 


sure,  said  that  “the  breath  of  relief 
that  went  out  in  California  will  be 
heard  around  the  world.” 

“Whoopee,”  said  the  Reverend 
W.  B.  Timberlake,  a  Baptist 
minister  who  is  head  of  the  Capital 
Committee  for  Moral  Concerns, 
an  organization  of  evangelical 
church  groups.  “We  did  hope  that 
the  90,000  communications 
[Deukmejian]  received  —  mostly 
from  our  people  —  would  help 
him  understand,”  he  said  in  com¬ 
ments  published  in  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Examiner. 

California  presently  has  an  ex¬ 
ecutive  order  protecting  state 
employees  from  discrimination, 
and  several  municipalities  have 
passed  ordinances  with  similar  ef¬ 
fects.  Deukmejian’s  actions  mean 
that  Wisconsin  remains  the  only 
state  with  a  statewide  law  protec¬ 
ting  lesbians  and  gay  men  from  job 
discrimination.  Unlike  the 


Wisconsin  law,  which  affects  the 
areas  of  employment,  housing  and 
public  accomodations,  AB  1 
would  only  have  covered  employ¬ 
ment. 

“Does  this  mean  that  there’s  a 
problem  in  Wisconson  and  not  in 
California?”  commented  Dunlap. 
“Not  likely.  Now,  it’s  clear  that 
there  is  no  law,  and  employers 
looking  for  a  sense  of  permission 
have  got  it.”  She  added,  “And 
they  will  use  it  against  people. 
That  is  not  to  say  that  these  laws 
are  magic  —  they’re  not.  But  the 
absence  of  them  is  devastating.” 

In  his  veto  message,  Deukme¬ 
jian  cited  widespread  opposition 
to  the  bill.  “The  written  and  verbal 
communications  to  me,  which 
have  exceeded  90,000,  also  reflect 
a  strong  difference  of  opinion 
among' the  public,”  the  Governor 
stated. 

Continued  on  page  6 


Boston  Official 
Roasted  for  AIDS  “Joke 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  District  2  School 
Committee  member  Joseph  Cas¬ 
per,  no  stranger  to  the  charge  of 
homophobia,  incurred  the  wrath 
of  the  Boston  gay  community  last 
week  by  making  a  joke  about 
AIDS  at  the  March  8  St.  Patrick’s 
Day  Roast  held  at  the  Boys  and 
Girls  Club  in  South  Boston. 

Casper,  who  represents  both 
conservative  South  Boston  and  the 
heavily  gay  neighborhoods  of  Bay 
Village  and  the  South  End,  said  he 
had  noticed  people  at  the  annual 
event  wearing  buttons  reading 
“Pride  and  Prevention.”  The 
slogan  refers  to  a  drug  and  alcohol 
abuse  program,  but,  Casper  noted 
to  the  audience,  “I  thought  it  was 
being  given  out  by  the  Bay  Village 
gay  community.  I  thought  they 
were  talking  about  AIDS.  In  some 
parts  of  my  district,  they  talk 
about  AIDS  like  it  was  the 
equivalent  to  the  common  cold  in 
South  Boston.” 

“These  jokes  are  not  funny,” 
retorted  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  Chairperson 
Eric  Rofes  at  a  March  12  press 
conference  called  jointly  by  the 
Boston  AIDS  Action  Committee, 
the  Bay  Village  Neighborhood 
Association  and  the  Alliance. 
“Such  jokes  may  appear  funny 
only  to  someone  who  is  unaware 
of  the  current  alarming  situation 
regarding  AIDS  in  this  city  and  to 
someone  who  is  insensitive  to  the 
ways  in  which  this  complex  syn¬ 
drome  has  affected  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.” 

“Certainly  there  will  be  hun¬ 
dreds  of  people  in  South  Boston 
who  will  catch  a  cold  this  week,” 
said  AIDS  Action  Committee  Co¬ 
ordinator  Larry  Kessler,  “but  in  a 
week  they  will  be  well.”  Kessler 
noted  that  two-thirds  of  all  people 
with  AIDS  die  within  18  months. 

“Joseph  Casper  should  meet 
with  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee,”  Kessler  added.  “We 
can  held  educate  him  about  the 
AIDS  situation  and  its  ramifica¬ 
tions  for  the  Commonwealth.” 


Casper  has  defended  his  re¬ 
marks,  citing  the  context  in  which 
he  made  them.  “Everyone  from  A 
to  Zed,  including  the  pope  and 
priests  and  parish  parishoners,  all 
ethnic  groups,  get  a  little  bit  of  a 
needle,”  he  told  GCN.  “That’s 
what  a  roast  is,  right?”  To  em¬ 
phasize  his  point,  Casper  repeated 
an  anti-black  and  an  anti-Italian 
joke  he  said  were  made  by  others 
during  the  “roast.” 

“It’s  meant  in  the  spirit  of 
humor  and  it’s  not  necessarily 
meant  in  the  spirit  of  any  kind  of 
vindictiveness  or  maliciousness,” 
added  Casper.  “That’s  why  it’s 
amazing  to  me  that  people  are 
reacting  this  way.” 

Asked  if  in  retrospect  he  might 
consider  the  AIDS  joke  insen¬ 
sitive,  Casper  replied:  “In 
retrospect,  as  people  have  in¬ 
dicated  their  concern  about  the 
fact  that  AIDS  is  a  killing  disease, 

I  would  say  in  retrospect,  yes.  But 
that  was  not  the  intent.” 

Casper  said  he  would  not 
apologize  for  the  remark,  claiming 
that  he  “didn’t  do  anything 
wrong.”  But  asked  if  he  would 
make  a  similiar  remark  in  the 
future,  Casper  said  “I  would  not 
make  that  kind  of  a  joke  if  I 
thought  people  would  be  upset  by 
it.  But  then  again,  I  suppose  that 
anybody  could  be  upset  by  any 
kind  of  a  joke.  Any  kind  of  humor 
lends  itself  to  people  being  upset.” 

District  8  City  Councillor  David 
Scondras,  Boston’s  only  openly 
gay  elected  official,  announced  at  • 
the  press  conference  that  he  had 
asked  the  school  committee  to 
consider  a  motion  to  censure 
Casper  and  that  he  had  personally 
asked  Casper  to  resign.  Scondras, 
who  said  he  felt  “reasonably  cer¬ 
tain”  the  school  committee  would 
debate  the  motion,  called  Casper’s 
remarks  “an  embarrassment  to  the 
people  of  South  Boston.  This  was 
not  a  matter  of  Bay  Village  versus 
South  Boston.” 

In  a  written  response  to  Scon¬ 
dras’  request.  School  Committee 


President  Rita  Walsh-Tomasini 
noted  that  the  school  committee 
“all  found  [Casper’s]  use  of  what 
he  considered  as  a  humorous  re¬ 
mark  to  disparage  a  segment  of 
our  community,  disrespectful  to 
that  group.  Furthermore,  to  show 
prejudice  against  those  suffering  a 
terminal  illness,  the  remark  is  un¬ 
conscionable.” 

Walsh-Tomasini,  whose 
brother,  Massachusetts  State 
Senator  Joseph  Walsh,  earned 

Continued  on  page  7 


Members  of  Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays  who  conducted  a  vigil 
urging  Gov.  Deukmejian  to  sign  AB  1. 


Air  Force  Investigations 
Of  Gay  Members  Continue 


By  Urvashi  Vaid 

WASHINGTON,  DC  — Several 
Air  Force  members  suspected  of 
being  gay  have  been  discharged 
following  the  completion  of  an  Air 
Force  investigation  into  allega¬ 
tions  of  homosexuality  and  drug 
use  against  more  than  50  airmen 
and  women  stationed  in  the  D.C. 
area.  The  investigation,  conducted 
by  the  Air  Force  Office  of  Special 
Investigations  (AFOSI)  and  term¬ 
ed  a  “witchhunt”  by  local  gay  ac¬ 
tivists,  triggered  a  picket  at  Owen 
Air  Force  Base  in  December,  1983; 
a  congressional  investigation;  and 
at  least  one  lawsuit  so  far  (see 
GCN  Vol.  11,  No.  22). 

Spokespeople  for  AFOSI  admit¬ 
ted  that  there  are  other  ongoing  in¬ 
vestigations  into  servicemembers’ 
homosexuality.  AFOSI  conducts 
all  such  investigations;  the  agency 
consists  of  3000  persons,  1800  of 
whom  are  agents  on  active  duty. 
AFOSI  uses  undercover  agents 
and  informants  while  conducting 
investigations. 

Air  Force  regulations  state  that 
investigations  into  whether  or  not 
a  servicemember  is  gay  “will  be  in¬ 
itiated  only  on  the  basis  of  con¬ 
crete  information  reflecting 
specific  homosexual  acts  or  be¬ 


havior.”  A  discharge  may  be 
issued  on  the  basis  of  evidence  that 
a  servicemember  engaged  in,  at- 
temted  to  engage  in,  or  solicited 
another  serviceperson  to  engage  in 
gay  sex. 

Disciplinary  actions  taken  so  far 
against  servicemembers  suspected 
of  being  gay  include:  demotion  in 
rank;  removal  from  jobs;  with¬ 
drawal  of  security  clearances;  and 
discharge  under  “less  than 
honorable  circumstances.” 

While  the  ostensible  reason  for 
some  of  the  discharges  is  dfug  use 
by  servicemembers,  ACLU  coop¬ 
erating  attorney  Eugene  R.  Fidell 
notes  that  such  a  charge  is  often  “a 
smokescreen”  for  discharging  so¬ 
meone  the  Air  Force  believes  to  be 
gay.  Fidell  also  noted  that  there  is 
a  discharge  review  board  to  which 
a  servicemember  seeking  to 
upgrade  a  discharge  can  turn. 

Last  November,  Fidell  filed  a 
lawsuit  in  federal  district  court  on 
behalf  of  one  of  the  airmen  target¬ 
ting  by  the  investigation.  The  suit, 
John  Doe  v.  U.S.  Air  Force 
challenges  the  constitutionality  of 
the  seizures  of  the  airman’s  per¬ 
sonal  property  by  AFOSI  agents. 
The  items  the  agents  took  included 


an  address  book,  personal  corre¬ 
spondence,  a  bar  guide,  and  a  tape 
recording  of  Swan  Lake.  The  suit 
seeks  the  return  of  all  this  proper¬ 
ty,  an  admission  by  the  Air  Force 
that  the  property  was  wrongfully 
taken,  and  certification  that  all 
copies  have  been  destroyed. 

The  Air  Force  has  vigorously 
opposed  the  lawsuit,  arguing  that 
a  civilian  forum  is  not  the  proper 
one  in  which  to  try  this  case.  Fidell 
has  argued  that  the  defendant  has 
no  adequate  remedy  under 
military  law  to  obtain  the  return  of 
his  property  and  that  the  federal 
court  has  proper  jurisdiction. 
“There  is  an  important  issue  here 
of  the  availability  of  civilian 
review  of  military  decisions,” 
Fidell  noted. 

Meanwhile,  the  congressionally- 
requested  inquiry  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Accounting  Office  (GAO) 
into  the  costs  to  taxpayers  of  the 
military’s  attempts  to  purge  itself 
of  gay  members  is  under  way.  The 
investigation  is  the  result  of  a  re¬ 
quest  initiated  by  Reps.  Sala  Bur¬ 
ton  and  Barbara  Boxer.  The  GAO 
report  is  expected  at  the  end  of  the 
summer. 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“Gays  are  emotionally  sick.  They  spread  their 
sickness  to  others  through  the  promotion  of  their  ide¬ 
als,  such  as  gay  pride.  .  .  .  Aggressive  gays  target 
certain  people  who  they  want  to  pervert,  and  as  a 
group,  they  slowly  break  down  this  person’s  resist¬ 
ance.  ...  My  best  friend  was  possessed  by  these  ag¬ 
gressive  gay  cultists.  As  in  any  form  of  possession, 
they  took  over  her  mind,  her  body  and  her  life.” 

Gabriel,  a  University  of  Arkansas  psychology 
student,  who  formed  a  “non-violent,  non-aggressive” 
anti-gay  group  at  the  University  called  Angels  of  War. 
Gabriel  says  he  is  withholding  his  name  from  the 
media  to  protect  himself  from  the  gay  community,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Arkansas  Traveler,  the  school’s  stu¬ 
dent  newspaper.  A  member  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Student  Association  told  the  Traveler  that  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community  would  remain  wary,  but  unintimid¬ 
ated  and  watchful  of  Gabriel  and  his  group. 


task  force  opposes  meese  appointment 

WASHINGTON  —  A  representative  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  Task  Force  (NGTF)  testified  at  Senate  Judi¬ 
ciary  Committee  hearings  on  March  5  in  opposition  to 
the  confirmation  of  Edwin  Meese  as  U.S.  Attorney 
General,  according  to  the  Washington  Blade.  Meese 
currently  serves  as  presidential  counselor  to  Ronald 
Reagan. 

NGTF  Washington  staffperson  Jeff  Levi  urged 
that  Meese  be  recalled  for  questioning  on  issues  of 
concern  to  gay  men  and  lesbians,  including  homo- 
phobic  violence,  FBI  surveillance,  immigration  poli¬ 
cies,  and  the  denial  of  security  clearances  to  gay  peo- 
— _ple.  NGTF  was  the  only  gay/lesbian  organization  to 
testify  at  the  hearing. 

In  prepared  remarks,  Levi  said,  “The  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States  should  have  a  deep  per¬ 
sonal  commitment  to  justice  and  fairness,  to  the  civil 
liberties,  and  civil  rights  of  all  Americans,  and  to 
bringing  within  the  protection  of  our  legal  system 
those  groups  or  individuals  who  have  traditionally 
been  consigned  to  the  margins  of  society.  When  he 
makes  light  of  hunger  in  the  United  States  or  tramples 
on  the  interests  of  minority  gorups  in  his  support  of 
pacing  the  U.S.  Civil  Rights  Commission...  Mr. 
Meese  fails  the  simple  test  of  compassion.” 


upcoming  conferences 

NEW  YORK  —  The  National  Gay  Health  Foundation 
presents  the  sixth  national  Lesbian/Gay  Health  Con¬ 
ference  to  be  held  here  June  16-19  at  the  Washington 
Square  Campus  of  New  York  University.  The  con¬ 
ference  includes  the  third  AIDS  Forum,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Federation  of  AIDS  Related  Organiza¬ 
tions. 

Registration  fees  are:  $75,  regular  ($65  before 
May  8);  $50  students/retired  people  over  65  ($40 
before  May  8). 

For  more  information,  write  to:  NGHEF/Con- 
ference,  Suite  1305,  80  Eighth  Ave.,  NY,  NY  10011  or 
call  (212)  206-1009. 


buffalo  conference 

AMHERST,  NY  —  The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
at  the  State  University  of  New  York,  Buffalo,  will  host 
a  statewide  gay  and  lesbian  conference,  March  30- 
April  1  at  the  Amherst  campus  of  SUNY-Buffalo.  The 
conference  theme  is  “Unite  and  Communicate.”  For 
more  information,  call  the  Alliance  between  noon  and 
5:00  p.m.  at  (716)636-3063. 


boston  aids  conference 

BOSTON  —  The  AIDS  Action  Committee  will  co¬ 
ordinate  an  AIDS  conference  on  April  28  at  Don  Bosco 
High  School  in  the  South  End.  Entitled  New  Perspec¬ 
tives  on  AIDS,  the  conference  will  include  workshops 
on  safe  sex,  prevention,  and  the  legal  ramifications  of 
an  AIDS  diagnosis.  A  special  presentation  by  People 
with  AIDS  will  conclude  the  daylong  conference. 
Watch  these  pages  for  more  details  of  this  local  AIDS 
event. 


gays  against  psychiatric  assault 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Asso¬ 
ciated  Engineers  and  Scientists  (LGAES)  is  organiz¬ 
ing  a  new  group  called  Gays  Against  Psychiatric 
Assault,  according  to  a  press  release  issued  by 
LGAES.  In  conjunction  with  the  formation  of  GAPA, 
the  Associated  Engineers  and  Scientists  have  com¬ 
piled  their  first  directory  of  anti-gay  psychiatrists,  list¬ 
ing  50  of  the  leading  anti-gay  researchers  and  psychi¬ 
atric  activists  in  the  country.  To  contact  GAPA  or  to 
request  a  copy  of  the  directory,  write  to  GAPA,  PO  Box 
4247,  SF,  CA  94101. 


gay  student  convicted  for  cruising  in 
hong  kong 

HONG  KONG  —  A  judge  has  placed  a  gay  stu¬ 
dent  on  probation  here,  on  the  condition  that  he  re¬ 
ceive  “treatment”  for  his  homosexuality,  according 
to  the  Hong  Kong  Post.  The  student  made  a  pass  at  a 
jogger  who  turned  out  to  be  a  cop  and  was  arrested. 

Chan  Tam-chi,  17,  pleaded  guilty  to  a  charge  of 
indecent  assault  and  paid  about  $65.00  in  court  costs. 
The  judge  ordered  that  no  conviction  be  retained  on 
Chan’s  record. 

The  incident  occurred  on  Dec.  19  when  Chan  ap¬ 
proached  the  jogging  cop  and  said,  “I  know  you  like 
me  and  I  want  to  be  your  friend.  Do  you  want  to  be  my 
friend?”  According  to  the  cop,  Chan  touched  him  and 
then  the  cop  identified  himself  and  arrested  the  stu¬ 
dent. 


gay  video  network 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  Organizers  of  a  gay  video  net¬ 
work  to  link  video  artists  with  clubs  airing  video  tapes 
seek  submissions  of  tapes  that  are  expressive  of  be¬ 
ing  gay.  Subject  matter  can  range  from  “erotica  to 
personal  situations  to  reflections  on  life  and  love  to 
politics  to  electronic  or  visual  graphics  to  landscapes 
of  cities”  to  animation,  but  the  network  specifically 
requests  no  tapes  with  pornographic  subject  matter. 
Tapes  must  have  strong  visual  content,  because  most 
clubs  use  ambience  videos  without  their  audio  tracks. 
Artists  and  producers  should  contact:  City  Beats 
Video,  3320  Park  Ave.,  Minneapolis,  MN  55407  with  a 
synopsis  of  each  work.  Final  submissions  must  be  on 
Vi "  VHS  or  3A  "  video  tape. 


Women’s  Encampment 
for  a  Future 
of  Peace  and  Justice 


seneca  peace  camp,  1984 

ROMULUS,  NY  —  Women  are  planning  another 
summer  of  protest  actions  at  the  Seneca  Army  Depot 
near  here,  according  to  a  press  release  issued  by  the 
Women’s  Encampment  for  a  Future  of  Peace  and 
Justice. 

At  a  Feb.  19  meeting  in  Ithaca,  New  York,  women 
from  the  camp  and  its  “extended  family”  met  and  de¬ 
cided  to  once  again  “keep  vigil  and  challenge  the  legi¬ 
timacy  of  military  installations”  like  the  Seneca  Army 
Depot.  The  Depot  is  the  eastern  shipment  point 
for  nuclear  missiles  being  deployed  to  Europe.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  a  recent  study  by  the  Washington,  D.C.- 
based  Natural  Resources  Defense  Council,  it  is  “one 
of  the  two  main  facilities  in  the  U.S.  used  by  the  Army 
to  store  and  maintain  nuclear  weapons.” 

Between  six  and  15  women  spent  last  fall  and 
this  winter  at  the  camp’s  farmhouse.  They  continue 
outreach  to  the  local  community  and  upstate  New 
York  peace  groups.  Camp  planners  say  there  is  a 
pressing  need  for  an  ecologically  sound  permanent 
water  and  sewage  system,  as  well  as  monetary  dona¬ 
tions.  The  camp  can  be  contacted  by  writing:  Seneca 
Encampment,  Inc.,  5440  Rt.  96,  Romulus,  NY  14541. 


women  end  hunger  strike  at  new  york  jail 

CANANDAIGUA,  NY  —  Three  women  incarcer¬ 
ated  in  the  Ontario  County  Jail  have  ended  their 
month-long  hunger  strike  protesting  their  separation 
from  each  other  during  their  jail  sentences.  The 
women  —  Carole  McKenzie,  Johanna  Benschop  and 
Kim  Blacklock  —  were  examined  by  a  physician  on 
Feb.  22  and  23  and  were  warned  of  the  physical  dam¬ 
age  caused  by  prolonged  fasts.  Citing  the  physician’s 
warning  and  “pressure  from  supporters,”  the  women 
decided  on  Feb.  24  to  suspend  their  fast  and  gradu¬ 
ally  resumed  eating. 

They  were  jailed  after  having  been  convicted  on 
charges  of  damaging  government  property  by  throw¬ 
ing  paint  on  an  Army  Recruiting  office  on  Dec.  8, 1983, 
an  act  they  describe  as  civil  disobedience  in  protest 
of  U.S.  involvement  in  Central  America.  The  women  — 
known  as  the  Geneva  3  —  were  scheduled  to  be  re¬ 
leased  from  jail  on  March  16. 


denver  mayor  boycotts  parade  for  anti¬ 
gay  action 

DENVER  —  The  first  Hispanic  mayor  of  the  Mile 
High  city  has  said  he  will  boycott  the  22nd  annual  St. 
Patrick’s  Day  Parade  because  the  parade  committee 
refused  to  allow  a  homosexual  group  to  march  in  the 
procession,  according  to  the  Boston  Globe. 

Mayor  Frederico  Pena,  elected  last  spring  with 
considerable  support  from  gay  men  and  lesbians,  de¬ 
cided  to  boycott  the  parade  after  trying  for  three 
weeks  to  strike  an  acceptable  compromise.  “The  vote 
of  the  St.  Patrick’s  Day  Parade  Committee  is  a  further 
erosion  of  a  commitment  to  human  and  civil  rights, 
and  I  cannot  in  good  conscience  participate  in  the  pa¬ 
rade,”  said  Pena.  The  mayor  is  traditionally  the  grand 
marshall  of  the  parade,  expected  to  draw  150,000 
spectators  and  billed  as  the  largest  St.  Patrick’s  Day 
celebration  outside  Manhattan. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  said  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  a  ten-person  delegation  from  the  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Community  Center  would  be  “provocative.”  On  a 
radio  talk  show,  the  chair  suggested  the  gay  group 
could  march  “behind  the  Budweiser  horses.” 

Carol  Lease  of  the  Community  Center  told  the 
60-person  parade  committee  just  before  their  unani¬ 
mous  vote  to  reject  the  gay  contingent,  “The  theme  of 
the  parade  is  that  St.  Patrick’s  Day  is  for  everyone. 
That  also  means  homosexuals.  We  are  citizens,  too." 

Pena  has  not  urged  others  to  boycott  the  parade, 
saying  people  need  to  decide  for  themselves.  Com¬ 
munity  Center  members  are  planning  to  demonstrate 
alongside  the  parade  route  and  have  asked  other 
public  officials  to  join  Pena  in  his  boycott  of  the 
March  17  event. 


rhode  island  rights  bill  update 

PROVIDENCE,  R.l.  —  The  Rhode  Island  Alliance 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights  is  continuing  its 
efforts  to  pass  a  bill  banning  discrimination  in 
employment  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation.  The 
bill,  introduced  in  the  State  House  of  Representatives 
on  February  28  by  Representative  Linda  Kushner 
(D-Providence),  is  scheduled  for  a  hearing  before  the 
House  Labor  Committee  on  March  21.  Four  of  the 
bill’s  15  co-sponsors  sit  on  the  Labor  Committee. 

Diane  Cook,  a  spokesperson  for  the  Alliance  said 
that  the  group  will  lobby  legislators  and  line  up  speak¬ 
ers  who  can  document  instances  of  discrimination, 
as  well  as  solicit  supportive  statements  from  such 
groups  as  the  National  Education  Association,  which 
is  expected  to  testify  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

The  Alliance  encourages  lesbians  and  gay  men 
to  be  present  for  the  hearing  on  March  21  in  order  to 
offset  the  expected  large  anti-gay  contingent.  Hear¬ 
ings  on  the  bill  are  set  to  begin  some  time  after  2:30 
p.m. 


sullivan  defense  committee  continues, 
addresses  capital  punishment 

BELMONT,  MA  —  Nearly  four  months  after  the 
execution  of  gay  inmate  Robert  Sullivan  by  the  state 
Of  Florida  (see  GCN,  Vol.  11,  No.  21),  members  of  his 
Defense  Fund  have  announced  their  intention  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  work  to  prove  his  innocence  of  the  1973  mur¬ 
der  for  which  he  was  killed. 

According  to  a  recent  Fund  newsletter  by  Ralph 
Jacobs,  plans  are  now  underway  to  commission  a 
journalistic  investigation  and  a  book  about  the  case. 
In  addition,  private  investigator  Virginia  Snyder,  who 
had  come  to  believe  that  Sullivan  was  innocent,  has 
vowed  never  to  close  the  files  on  his  case  until  his  in¬ 
nocence  is  proven. 

Locally,  the  Defense  Fund  will  work  with  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Citizens  Against  the  Death  Penalty.  One  of 
their  joint  projects  is  support  of  H6320,  the  Death 
Penalty  Study  Commission  Bill  (see  GCN,  Vol.  11,  No. 
22),  which  seeks  to  determine  whether  the  Common¬ 
wealth’s  new  death  penalty  law  can  be  impartially  en¬ 
forced.  Opponents  have  long  charged  that  more  afflu¬ 
ent  defendants  can  “buy  justice”  and  as  a  result  the 
nation’s  death  rows  are  disproportionately  filled  with 
the  poor  and  members  of  racial  minorities. 

Scharlette  Holdman,  director  of  the  Florida 
Clearinghouse  on  Criminal  Justice,  which  fought  Sul¬ 
livan’s  execution  last  November,  will  speak  on  the 
death  penalty  in  the  Press  Room  of  the  Parker  House 
in  Boston,  on  Thursday  March  22,  at  6:30  pm.  A  dona¬ 
tion  of  $25  is  requested.  For  reservations  or  more  in¬ 
formation,  contact  Mass.  Citizens  Against  the  Death 
Penalty,  138  Tremont  St.,  Boston  02111,  or  call 
542-6044. 

The  Robert  Austin  Sullivan  Legal  Defense  Fund 
exhausted  its  resources  and  incurred  a  $1500  debt  in 
its  attempt  to  prevent  the  execution.  Donations  can 
be  sent  to  the  Fund,  at  53  Leicester  Road,  Belmont, 
MA  02178. 
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In  Government  We  Trust? 

AIDS  Quarantines,  the  Government  and  Us 


By  Sue  Hyde 

Queers  mistrust  governments  for  very  good  reasons. 
Governments,  for  the  most  part,  do  not  represent  us,  do  not 
protect  our  interests  and  do  not  recognize  our  relationships, 
our  chosen  families  and  our  right  to  exist  in  the  world. 
Governments  promote  our  invisibility  in  both  blatant  and 
subtle  ways.  Governments  create  and  enforce  homophobia 
with  discriminatory  immigration  policies,  anti-sodomy 
laws,  unchecked  anti-gay  bias  by  employers,  landlords  and 
owners  of  public  accomodations,  and  harassment  by 
military  authorities  and  the  police.  But,  more  frightening 
than  these  blatant  offenses  are  the  subtle 
“protective”measures  employed  by  the  government  to  con¬ 
trol  our  behavior:  age  of  consent  laws  which  fail  to  account 
for  independent  decision-making  by  young  people,  anti¬ 
loitering  laws  selectively  enforced  to  discourage  or  eliminate 
cruising,  and  the  malicious  snooping  by  information- 
gatherers  into  our  political  and  personal  activities.  Taken  all 
together,  it’s  enough  to  make  any  queer  paranoid. 


News  Commentary 


The  AIDS  epidemic  has  dredged  up  old  fears  about  sex 
and  inspired  new  anxieties  for  most  gay  men  and  more  than 
a  few  lesbians.  New  Right  activists,  religious  fundamen¬ 
talists,  and  even  some  of  our  liberal  friends  have  struck  up 
choruses  of  the  “family  defense”  anthems.  They  see  the 
AIDS  epidemic  as  proof  of  gay  people’s  weak  moral  fiber, 
our  sinful  lives,  our  devious  destruction  of  the  country’s 
foundation.  The  family  fascists  represent  a  clear  danger  to 
us,  but  their  analysis  of  AIDS  is  so  similar  in  tone  and  con¬ 
tent  to  their  proclamations  about  abortion,  sex  and  family 
that  it  seems  like  more  of  the  same,  and  easy  to  discount. 


New  Right  activists ,  religious  fun¬ 
damentalists and  even  some  of  our 
liberal  friends  have  struck  up 
choruses  of  the  “family  defense  "  an¬ 
them.  They  see  the  AIDS  epidemic  as 
proof  of  gay  people's  weak  moral 
fiber,  our  sinful  lives ,  our  devious 
destruction  of  the  country's  founda¬ 
tions. 


Within  the  past  few  months,  though  more  credible 
sources  have  fallen  in  step  with  the  rightist’s  demand  for 
isolation  and  quarantine  for  people  with  AIDS.  In  Califor¬ 
nia,  state  health  officials  requested  that  the  Department  of 
Health  Services  legal  team  examine  the  department’s 
policies  on  quarantines  for  applicability  to  AIDS  patients 
who  decline  to  voluntarily  curtail  sexual  activity. 

According  to  an  article  which  appeared  in  the  March  1984 
California  Lawyer ,  health  officials  were  responding  to 
reports  from  San  Francisco  clinics  that  a  few  AIDS  patients 
were  “openly  hostile”  to  suggestions  that  they  stop  having 
sex.  The  health  department’s  chief  of  the  Infectious  Disease 
Section,  Dr.  James  Chin,  wrote  a  policy  that  would  permit 
local  health  department  officials  to  issue  “modified  isola¬ 
tion”  orders  restricting  the  activity  of  these  so-called 
“recalcitrant”  AIDS  patients.  In  Chin’s  proposal,  a  patient 
who  violates  this  order  would  risk  a  quarantine  and  a  sign 
would  be  posted  at  the  patient’s  residence  stating  that  “a 
person  with  a  communicable  disease  which  can  be  transmit¬ 
ted  by  intimate  contact  resides  in  this  household.” 

An  attorney  for  the  state  Department  of  Health  Services 
to  whom  the  policy  was  sent  for  review  said  that  such  a 
policy  would  test  “the  outer  boundaries  of  California’s  con¬ 
stitutional  provision  for  privacy.”  The  attorney,  Ramon 
Perez,  told  California  Lawyer ,  “For  anyone  with  any  civil 
libertarian  inklings,  the  kind  of  power  that  health 
authorities  could  exercise  is  horrifying.  You’re  caught  right 
in  the  middle.  We  have  to  balance  the  right  to  privacy 
against  the  right  of  the  public  to  be  protected  —  something 
the  [state  health]  department  is  required  to  do.” 


...the  California  Department  of 
Health  Services  appears  to  have  been 
caught  with  its  pants  down  and  is  now 
attempting  to  reassure  the  public, 
queers  included,  that  they  meant  no 
harm. 


When  GCN  attempted  to  contact  Perez,  a  receptionist 
said  he  had  been  transferred  to  another  office.  A  second  call 
brought  Perez  to  the  phone,  but  he  declined  to  comment  on 
the  quarantine  policy.  When  pressed,  he  politely  said  he  had 
been  muzzled  by  his  superiors.  Both  Perez  and  the  health 
department’s  media  office  said  that  only  a  Dr.  Donald 
Lyman  of  the  departent’s  AIDS  Task  Force  would  be  able  to 


...[Chin]  did  not  rule  out  the 
possibility  that  health  officials  might 
elect  to  undertake  the  unwieldy  and 
difficult  task  of  determining  which,  if 
any,  AIDS  patients  are  endangering 
the  health  and  safety  of  others  by  hav¬ 
ing  sex. 


comment  on  the  quarantine  policy.  All  attempts  to  reach 
Dr.  Lyman  were  unsuccessful.  But,  GCN  was  able  to  reach 
Dr.  Chin,  who  was  quoted  in  California  Lawyer  as  saying 
that  “our  responsibilities  to  the  public  overrides  individual 
privacy  and  confidentiality.” 

Asked  about  the  proposed  policy,  Chin,  its  author,  said, 
“You  got  it  wrong  from  the  very  start.  There’s  no  ‘pro¬ 
posed.’  ”  Chin  explained  that  the  question  regarding  isola¬ 
tion  orders  for  AIDS  patients  was  “hypothetical.”  “All  we 
wanted  to  do  was  get  clarified  for  us  the  legal  authority 
public  health  would  have  with  regard  to  some  of  these  public 
health  measures  should  we  want  to  exercise  them,”  Chin 
told  GCN.  . 

Although  Chin  denied  to  GCN  that  his  department  plans 
to  enforce  its  quarantine  policy  with  regard  to  AIDS  pa¬ 
tients,  in  the  California  Lawyer  article  he  is  attributed  with 
saying  that  possibly  two  patients  in  each  thousand  ignore 
advice  to  abstain  from  sex.  Chin  characterized  the  Califor¬ 
nia  Lawyer  article  as  “a  leak,”  and  claimed  that  more  is  be¬ 
ing  read  into  the  department’s  request  for  a  legal  review  than 
is  warranted.  “People  are  misinterpreting  this,”  Chin  said. 
“We  didn’t  propose  anything.  All  we  did  was  seek  clarifica¬ 
tion  regarding  public  health  authorities  with  regard  to  some 
of  these  measures.” 

Given  that  Perez  was  instructed  not  to  talk  and  that  Chin 
was  too  quick  to  dismantle  GCIN’s  questions,  the  California 
Department  of  Health  Services  appears  to  have  been  caught 
with  its  pants  down  and  is  now  attempting  to  reassure  the 
public,  queers  included,  that  they  meant  no  harm. 

For  instance,  Chin  assured  GCN  that  he  is  not  seeking 
legislation.  In  fact,  legislation  is  not  needed  to  put  the 
department’s  quarantine  policy  into  action;  it  merely  needs 
to  be  dusted  off  with  a  declaration  of  public  health  emergen¬ 
cy  that  requires  departmental  intervention. 

Chin  says  that  after  exhausting  all  avenues  for  obtaining 
the  voluntary  cooperation  of  an  AIDS  patient,  including 
counselling  or  support  groups,  the  department  could  then 
avail  itself  of  three  levels  of  control:  surveillance,  quaran¬ 
tine  and  isolation. 

Attorney  Ramon  Perez  told  California  Lawyer  that  isola¬ 
tion  is  seldom  ordered  these  days,  but  that  recently  a  person 
with  tuberculosis  defied  isolation  orders  and  was  subject  to 
criminal  misdemeanor  penalties.  The  last  time  quarantines 
were  put  into  effect  in  any  significant  way  was  50  years  ago 
during  a  tuberculosis  outbreak. 

“All  they're  doing  is  leaking  the 
threat  [of  quarantine],  but  nobody 
knows  what  they  things  say.  So,  I 
have  to  assume  from  that  that  we're 
talking  ill  will  [on  the  part  of  the 
state]. " 


Chin  believes  that  the  process  of  documenting  the  sexual 
recalcitrance  of  an  AIDS  patient  is  so  unwieldy  that  it  would 
be  extremely  difficult.  But,  at  the  same  time,  he  did  not  rule 
out  the  possiblity  that  health  officials  might  elect  to  under¬ 
take  the  unwieldy  and  difficult  task  of  determining  which,  if 
any,  AIDS  patients  are  endangering  the  health  and  safety  of 
others  by  having  sex. 

Should  department  officials  pursue  a  quarantine  of  an 
AIDS  patient,  complicated  problems  await  them.  AIDS  is  a 
fundamentally  different  disease  from  tuberculosis.  With  a 
mortality  rate  of  80  percent  three  years  after  diagnosis, 
AIDS  is  likely  to  be  fatal  to  those  who  have  it.  So,  an  AIDS 
patient  could  be  isolated  from  other  people  for  the  rest  of  his 
or  her  life.  Because  tuberculosis  can  be  transmitted  through 
the  air,  casual  contact  with  a  carrier  can  result  in  transmis¬ 
sion.  But,  no  such  casual  contact,  such  as  sitting  in  the  same 
room  with  an  AIDS  patient,  can  result  in  transmission  of  the 
disease.  To  isolate  the  carrier  of  a  curable  disease  which  is 
borne  in  the  air  may  be  a  reasonable  protection  of  public 
health.  To  isolate  a  person  thought  to  be  developing  an  as- 
yet  incurable,  terminal  disease  with  an  unknown  mode  of 
transmission  seems  at  best  cruel  and  at  worst  unthinkable. 

Who  would  decide  —  and  in  what  way  —  which  behavior 
endangered  others?  Would  health  department  officials  even 
recognize  the  safety  of  sexual  practices  in  which  bodily 
fluids  are  not  exchanged?  How  would  information  on  the 
private  lives  of  AIDS  patients-be  gathered?  Could  the  con¬ 
fidentiality  of  gay  AIDS  patients  be  maintained  with  a 
quarantine  sign  on  the  door?  Is  the  government  to  be  trusted 
to  exhaust  all  means  of  obtaining  voluntary  compliance? 


And  finally,  why  would  the  state  of  California  request  a 
legal  review  of  the  quarantine  policy  if  the  policy  wasn’t  in¬ 
tended  for  use?  And  why  are  health  department  officials 
refusing  to  divulge  the  policy  to  interested  lawyers?  This 
final  question  troubles  Roberta  Achtenberg,  a  Bay  Area 
lawyer  who  specializes  in  gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights  cases. 
Contacted  by  GCN,  Achtenberg  said,  “All  they’re  doing  is 
leaking  the  threat  [of  quarantine],  but  nobody  knows  what 
the  things  say.  So,  I  have  to  assume  from  that  that  we’re 
talking  ill  will  [on  the  part  of  the  state].” 

Because  she  has  not  yet  seen  a  copy  of  the  proposed 
policy,  Achtenberg  is  reluctant  to  discuss  specific  details  of 
constitutionality.  She  called  full-fledged  analysis  of  the 
policy  “a  little  premature.”  But,  she  elaborated  on  other 
problems  she  perceives  both  with  the  state’s  method  of 
handling  the  legal  review  of  the  policy  and  with  enforce¬ 
ment,  should  the  state  attempt  it. 

Achtenberg  pointed  out  that  the  policy  was  suggested 
without  any  attempt  to  demonstrate  the  public  health  prob¬ 
lem  posed  by  “recalcitrant  AIDS  patients.”  She  believes  the 
state’s  evidence  is  insufficient  and  wonders  if  a  problem 
really  exists. 

Achtenberg  worries  that  the  power  to  label  and  single  out 
gay  men  on  the  basis  of  their  sexual  behavior  will  be  placed 
in  the  wrong  hands.  “I  think  you  have  to  look  very  carefully 
at  anything  that’s  going  to  label  people  for  sexual  behavior, 
because  that’s  suspect  in  almost  every  respect.  You’re  talk¬ 
ing  about  a  group  that’s  been  discriminated  against  precisely 
because  of  sexual  behavior. ...”  She  also  observed  that  the 
gay  community  has  not  yet  been  consulted  to  help  define  the 
problem  and  then  develop  less  restrictive  ways  to  solve  it. 

Access  to  due  process  for  members  of  an  already  despised 
group  may  be  impossible  to  provide.  “This  is  not  the  same 


What  governments  may  never  find 
credible  —  and  this  makes  us  very 
vulnerable  —  is  this  process  of  self¬ 
reflection  and  evaluation  which  has 
been  underway  among  gay  men  for 
the  past  three  years. 


thing  as  saying,  ‘This  is  a  neutral  rule  that’s  going  to  apply  to 
everyone  neutrally,  and  it  just  so  happens  that  it  applies  to 
gay  people  more  than  other  people’ ....  We’re  talking  about 
a  disease  that’s  supposedly  sexually  transmitted  and  it  seems 
to  be  particular  to  a  group  of  people  who  have  been  punish¬ 
ed  throughout  history  for  their  sexuality.  And  it  seems  to  me 
you  do  things  a  little  more  delicately,”  Achtenberg  said. 

She  said  that  even  though  legislation  would  apparently 
not  be  required  to  enable  the  health  department  to  act,  “that 
doesn’t  mean  they  can’t  be  enjoined;  that  somebody  can’t 
seek  an  injunction”  to  stop  the  state.  She  believes  the  state 
would  be  sued  immediately  if  quarantine  policies  were  en¬ 
forced  for  AIDS  patients.  Even  if  a  lawsuit  were  filed  on 
behalf  of  a  quarantined  AIDS  patient,  it’s  questionable 
whether  a  patient  would  be  released  sooner  by  the  courts  or 
by  death. 

But,  questions  concerning  enforcement  of  policy,  defini¬ 
tion  of  the  problem  and  a  discussion  of  other  possible  solu¬ 
tions  are  not  the  equivalent  of  shirking  responsibility.  When 
most  available  research  points  to  intimate  sexual  contact  as 
the  probable  mode  of  transmission  of  AIDS,  then  reflection 
on  and  examination  of  sexual  habits  and  practices  is  the 
logical  next  step.  What  governments  may  never  find  credible 
—  and  this  makes  us  very  vulnerable  —  is  this  process  of 
self-reflection  and  evaluation  which  has  been  underway 
among  gay  men  for  the  past  three  years. 

Seminars  and  forums  on  safe  sex,  the  dialogue  in  the  gay 
press  on  informed  consent,  pamphlets,  flyers,  and  educa¬ 
tional  materials  published  by  our  own  health  clinics  and  ser¬ 
vice  groups  are  all  indicative  of  a  community  willingness  and 
readiness  to  grapple  with  the  complex  personal  and  political 
questions  of  responsibility.  Observable  changes  in  sexual 
behavior  as  evidenced  by  a  drop  of  STD  rates  among  gay 
men,  and  in  classified  ads,  if  nowhere  else,  indicate  that  in¬ 
dividuals  are  likewise  taking  seriously  evidence  of  the  possi¬ 
ble  sexual  transmission  of  AIDS. 

Still,  there  is  concern  that  we  don’t  know  what  changes  in 
our  lifestyles  make  sense,  and  not  everyone  feels  compelled 
to  follow  the  most  well-intended  medical  advice.  But  this 
does  not  mean  that  we  should  throw  people  from  our  com¬ 
munity  to  the  Sex  Police,  or  any  other  governmental  agen¬ 
cies.  Governments  have  never  demonstrated  the  least  .con¬ 
cern  for  our  safety,  and  their  apparent  concern  for  protect¬ 
ing  us  from  each  other  now  is  suspect.  Whether  and  how  we 
regulate  the  sexual  practice  of  members  of  our  community  is 
a  decision  for  our  community.  We  have  been  stereotyped  as 
“self-destructive”  because  of  our  excessive  sexuality,  but 
any  tendency  toward  recalcitrance  is  borne  out  of  years  of 
having  our  sex  lives  scrutinized  for  immorality,  psychosis, 
and  disease. 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  a  crisis  which  makes  us  more  and 
more  vulnerable  to  governmental  indifference  and  inap¬ 
propriate  interference.  But  despite  the  great  inroads  in  gay 
organizing  on  the  legislative  front,  we  have  met  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  it  is  not  us. 
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Community  Voices 


colorless 
red  baiting 

Dear  GCN: 

The  February  25th  edition  of  GCN  (Vol.  11, 
No.  31)  included  a  piece  entitled  “Looking  for 
Lesbians  in  East  Berlin.”  Although  the  author, 
Sarah  Schulman,  presents  her  story  as  a  piece  of 
investigative  reporting,  she  proclaims  fruitless 
her  search  for  news  about  life  for  lesbians  in  East 
Germany,  and  then  twists  this  failure  into  the 
theme  of  the  article  itself.  She  presents  her  failure 
as  if  it  forms  the  basis  for  a  tough  case  against  the 
country,  its  people,  and  its  society  in  general. 

It  is  true  that  in  the  GDR  (German  Democratic 
Republic)  the  question  of  gay  and  lesbian  libera¬ 
tion  has  not  been  advanced  as  far  as  it  ought  to 
be,  and  gays  and  lesbians  do  face  problems  in 
their  daily  lives,  but  the  author  displays  a  certain 
measure  of  irresponsibility  by  clouding  the  issue 
with  crude  inaccuracies  which  obscure  the  pro¬ 
blems  of  the  real  situation. 

Readers  of  GCN  are  undoubtedly  interested  in 
learning  about  the  character  of  life  for  lesbians 
and  gay  men  in  the  GDR  and  in  other  socialist 
countries.  A  wide  variety  of  sources  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  exists,  available  both  here  and  in  the  GDR, 
from  which  one  could  write  an  article  with  sub¬ 
stance.  This  includes  a  large  selection  of  sexual 
education  texts,  scientific  literature,  political 
essays,  and  literary  works  that  would  provide  a 
researcher  with  a  good  background  on  the  current 
level  and  range  of  popular  and  academic  discus¬ 
sion  on  the  topic  in  the  GDR  itself.  These  sources 
would  be  of  enormous  assistance  in  transforming 
a  brief  visit  to  a  country  into  a  valuable  basis  for 
an  article.  Schulman,  however,  was  so  silent 
about  these  possibilities  that  most  readers  pro¬ 
bably  forgot  to  wonder  it  they  existed. 

The  author  also  fails  to  report  to  the  readers 
what  the  two  “official  lesbians”  she  met  had  to 
say.  Rather,  Schulman  sarcastically  summarizes 
their  comments  for  us  with  the  phrase  “  ‘no  pro¬ 
blem’  for  gay  people.”  Had  Schulman  not  dispar¬ 
aged  the  opportunity  to  question  “party  hacks” 
on  behalf  of  her  readers,  and  had  she  done  some 
preparation  for  her  interviews,  she  might  have 
responded  to  the  comfortable  assessment  she  was 
given  with  some  tough  and  specific  questions 
which  are  on  the  minds  of  GCN's  readers. 

Instead  of  an  informative  article  reporting 
about  lesbians  in  the  GDR,  the  reader  is  treated  to 
a  vignette  about  “Looking  for  Lesbians  in  East 
Berlin.”  Instead  of  committing  herself  to  serious 
research,  Schulman  fools  the  readers  into  believ¬ 
ing  that  her  failure  to  find  any  concreate  informa¬ 
tion  about  life  for  lesbians  in  Berlin  is  the  most  in¬ 
criminating  evidence  of  all  against  the  GDR. 

The  author  thus  spent  more  time  setting  up  and 
playing  out  a  scene  of  characters,  props  and  back¬ 
drop  stereotypes  straight  out  of  the  1950’s  red 
scare,  than  she  does  on  informative  reporting. 
Her  script  of  personal  anecdotes,  descriptive  nar¬ 
rative  and  bits  of  supposed  history  create  a  con¬ 
fusing  camouflage  for  her  equation  of  a  lack  of 
results  with  an  indictment  of  the  GDR. 

The  curtain  opens  on  a  Berlin  where  “everyone 
looks  the  same,”  and  closes  upon  it  as  a  “city  of 
shadows  for  lesbians.”  In  between  we  are  given  a 
glimpse  of  a  stealthy  Schulman  and  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  her  delegation:  “Each  night,  we  would  go 
out  in  groups  of  two  or  three  and  leave  notes 
under  (a  lesbian’s)  door.”  We  are  meant  to 
ponder  the  mysterious  lack  of  response  to  the 
notes.  We  watch  bumbling  “low-level  officials 
and  party  hacks”  clumsily  trying  to  remember  the 
“parly  line”  while  one  of  them  suddenly  reveals 
having  lesbian  dreams.  Finally,  a  statement  from 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community  in  the  GDR,  polit¬ 
icized  quite  openly  in  an  art  exhibit,  is  transform¬ 
ed  (through  Schulman’s  eyes)  into  a  mysterous 
and  accidental  (and  thus  incriminating)  revela¬ 
tion. 


The  factual  errors  in  the  article  are  blatant. 
Schulman  claims  the  “official”  peace  movement 
promotes  unilateral  arms  reduction  by  the  U.S. 
During  my  visit  (I  spent  four  months  in  Berlin  on 
a  student  exchange)  I  never  saw  one  piece  of  “of¬ 
ficial”  literature  containing  such  a  proposal.  The 
“official”  peace  movement  has  explicitly  sup¬ 
ported  a  bilateral  nuclear  weapons  freeze,  and  has 
endorsed  a  Swedish  proposal  for  a  nuclear  free 
central  Europe  —  including  East  and  West  Ger¬ 
many. 

The  author  also  asserted  that  “East  Germans 
are  denied  access  to  many  of  the  ideas  in  the 
history  of  human  thought.”  The  assertion  is 
rather  vague,  most  likely  because  she  has  no  clear 
idea  of  what  she  thinks  is  missing.  She  has  only 
the  picture  that  she  wants  to  paint.  When  Schul¬ 
man  makes  this  point  she  withholds  from  the 
reader  the  information  that  every  East  German 
household  receives  two  West  German  television 
stations,  not  to  mention  radio  programs  from 
West  Germany,  Britain,  France,  and  the  U.S. 

While  the  author’s  accusations  about  East  Ger¬ 
man  society  are  not  funny,  the  cultural  blindness 
that  must  have  prompted  one  observation  that 
“clothing  is  mundane  and  drab”  is  especially 
ironical:  one  section  of  East  Berlin  visited  by 
Schulman  is  constantly  flooded  with  thousands 
of  West  Berliners  who  cross  the  city’s  border  for  a 
day’s  visit.  Since  they  are  ethnically  in¬ 
distinguishable  from  the  people  of  the  GDR, 
perhaps  Schulman  also  maintains  that  the  clo¬ 
thing  of  West  Berliners  is  “mundane  and  drab” 
—  or  does  she  automatically  assume  that  anyone 
with  brightly  colored  clothing  is  from  West 
Berlin? 

Furthermore,  the  Levi’s  corporation,  which 
sells  the  GDR  large  shipments  of  blue  jeans, 
might  find  a  little  startling  the  characterization  of 
its  clothing  as  mundane  and  drab.  So  too  would 
the  Italian  manufacturer  whose  fashion  boots 
and  shoes  are  for  sale  in  the  stores  on  Leipziger 
street. 

Schulman  also  exlaims  “there  is  no  color  in  the 
streets  —  no  pictures.”  The  statement  is 
ridiculous.  Large  colorful  placards  are  part  of 
regular  outdoor  exhibitions.  The  sides  of  many 
buildings  (schools,  stores,  offices,  and  plants)  are 
sometimes  painted  with  murals.  The  variety  of 
subjects  is  of  course  large,  although  the  images 
used  to  sell  Calvin  Klein  jeans  here  in  the  US  are 
conspicuously  missing  in  East  Berlin.  And 
remember:  people  normally  put  color  into  their 
lives.  Just  as  in  many  other  countries,  the  terraces 
of  many  East  German  apartments  have  flower- 
boxes  in  the  spring  and  summer.  This,  however, 
would  be  unimaginable  in  the  dark  and 
foreboding  scene  set  by  Schulman. 

The  author  further  writes  that  “there  is  no 
sound  in  the  streets,  no  singing  or  laughing  or 
music.”  Had  she  visited  one  of  the  many  record 
shops  or  weekend  concerts  she  would  have  found 
plenty  of  music.  As  do  many  clubs  across  the  city, 
the  youth  club  near  the  apartment  at  which  1 
stayed  sponsored  four  discos  a  week.  Regarding 
her  claim  that  there  is  “no  sound,  no  laughing”  in 
the  streets,  is  Schulman  really  asking  us  to  belive 
that  people  never  laugh,  that  they  walk  around  as 
if  drugged  or  under  perpetual  hypnosis?  Does  she 
ask  the  readers  to  believe  that  East  Germans  don’t 
live  their  daily  lives  the  way  people  in  any  other 
country  would?  That  neighbors  don’t  converse 
and  joke,  that  students  don’t  gather  in  groups  for 
sharing  stories,  discussing  their  subjects  and  mak¬ 
ing  cracks  about  instructors  they  dislike?  People 
in  East  Berlin  laugh,  run  and  play  outdoors, 
bicker,  sulk,  cry,  and  work  just  as  anywhere  else. 
Pam  Frorer 
Cambridge,  MA 


queen  quotient 

Dear  GCN, 

Just  a  quick,  drawn-out  complaint  about  your 
“Quote  of  the  Week.” 

This  past  week  you  printed  a  long,  dull  quote 
from  another  gay  magazine.  Then,  stuck  way  in 
the  back  of  your  throw-away  waste  of  trees  called 
the  “Calendar  Pull-Out”  you  printed  what  was 
most  certainly  the  quote  of  the  week  for  the  rest 
of  us. 

I  have  always  been  under  the  impression  that 
this  little  feature  was  used  to  print  a  quote  that 
was  stupid  or  absurd  or  funny  and  that  also  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  lives  of  homosexuals. 

Now,  granted,  the  Grammy  Awards  may  not 
be  the  gayest  of  televised  events.  However,  Boy 
George  is  funny  in  and  of  himself.  His  statement 
that  “.  .  .  America  has  taste  and  style  .  .  .”  is 
totally  absurd.  And  his  saying  that  America 
knows  a  good  drag  queen  when  we  see  one  cer¬ 
tainly  says  something  about  the  impact  of  gay 
liberation  on  American  culture. 

Who  cares  what  people  say  in  magazines  from 
the  People’s  Rcbublic  of  Canada?  Let’s  hear 
what  some  wild  drag  queen  from  Europe  has  to 
say  about  American  voyerism. 

Another  dull,  dull,  dull  presentation  of  an  ex¬ 
citing  event  by  GCN.  I’ll  never  stop  reading  the 
paper  but  your  queen  quotient  is  certainly  becoming 
lower  and  lower  as  time  goes  by.  I  know  dozens  of 
‘straight’  people  who  are  gayer  than  you  all. 

Loosen  up  girlfriends.  Have  some  fun.  You’re 
only  putting  out  a  newspaper. 

For  Ever  ’N  Ever, 

Shannon  Austin 


close  encounters 

[Ed.  GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter.] 

Dear  Editor  of  the  Advocate, 

There  are  many  conflicting  theories  about  what 
may  be  causing  AIDS  and  even  more  viewpoints 
as  to  what  needs  to  be  done  to  end  this  dreadful 
epidemic.  One  of  the  major  players  in  the  AIDS 
debate  is  the  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis;  its  efforts 
and  opinions  are  clearly  newsworthy.  However, 
there  are  many  other  organizations  and  a  great 
many  other  viewpoints. 

Many  gay  men  are  relying  on  the  gay  press  for 
the  information  they  need  to  make  decisions 
which  may  well  affect  whether  they  live  or  die;  for 
this  reason.  Advocate  “HEALTH”  columnist 
Nathan  Fain  has  assumed  a  tremendous  respon¬ 
sibility. 

1  believe  that  the  readers  of  the  Advocate 
should  know  that  Mr.  Fain  is  on  the  payroll  of  the 
Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis.  Whether  this  renders 
him  incapable  of  fairly  and  objectively  reporting 
on  the  many  complex  and  hotly  contested  scien¬ 
tific,  political  and  social  issues  raised  by  the  pre¬ 
sent  epidemic  is  debatable.  However,  it  is  without 
a  doubt  unconscionable  that  neither  you  nor  Mr. 
Fain  has  felt  it  necessary  to  inform  the  readers  of 
the  Advocate  of  this  obvious  conflict  of  interest. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Michael  L.  Callen 
A  Gay  Man  With  AIDS 
New  York,  NY 


lesbian 

psychologies 

Dear  GCN  Readers: 

This  past  weekend  we  held  a  conference  on  Les¬ 
bian  Psychologies  at  the  Park  Plaza  Hotel  in 
Boston.  Sponsored  by  the  Boston  Chapter  of  the 
Association  for  Women  in  Psychology,  the  con¬ 
ference  panelists  spoke  on  topics  in  Lesbian  Iden¬ 
tity,  Lesbian  Relationships,  and  Lesbian  Com¬ 
munity.  After  each  panel  the  audience  of  520 
broke  down  into  discussion  groups  to  talk  in  more 
intimate  ways  than  the  large  group  would  permit 
about  the  topics  raised,  and  our  reactions  to  them. 
Saturday  afternoon  43  workshops  were  held  on  a 
broad  variety  of  topics,  and  we  provided  space 
and  a  procedure  for  setting  up  spontaneous  ses¬ 
sions  on  topics  that  might  have  come  up  during 
the  conference.  Sunday  eleven  training  seminars 
were  held. 

We  were  delighted  that  the  overwhelming  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  conference  was  postive,  and  we 
heartily  thank  the  people  who  helped  make  this 
possible:  the  panelists,  the  workshop  and  training 
seminar  leaders,  the  entertainers,  the  discussion 
facilitators,  the  graphic  artists,  the  signers,  the 
child  care  workers,  the  exhibitors,  the  hotel  staff, 
all  the  participants,  and  each  other. 

Our  biggest  regret  was  that  we  had  room  for 
only  520  participants  and  at  least  200  additional 
people  we  know  of  would  have  liked  to  register. 
We  have  enjoyed  working  on  this  conference  over 
the  last  year,  and  we  would  encourage  others  to 
do  more  conferences  and  workshops  on  lesbian 
psychologies,  since  there  is  clearly  a  large  number 
of  women  prepared  to  think,  teach,  and  learn 
about  these  topics. 

We  are  planning  to  publish  the  conference 
presentations  in  book  form;  for  information 
write  us  at  BAWP,  P.O.  Box  1267,  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130. 

Sincerely, 

Mary  Ballou 
Rosemary  Dunn  Dalton 
Buffy  Dunker 
Norma  Garcia 
Valeria  Hampson 
Susan  Lepera 
Elizabeth  Mattson 
Loraine  Obler 
Lucinda  Orwoll 
Patricia  J.  Paiser 
Dottie  Webb 

Conference  Organizers,  and 
Sara  Perlman,  Coordinator 
Boston,  MA 

clear  position 

Dear  Editor: 

Your  news  coverage  of  the  MacKinnon  censor¬ 
ship  ordinance  was  excellent.  Your  allowing 
access  to  your  letter  to  the  editor  pages  is  com¬ 
mendable.  The  Minnesota  Civil  Liberties  Union 
(MCLU)  was  and  is  well  aware  of  the  second  class 
status  of  women  in  our  society  as  well  as  their  all 
too  frequent  brutal  treatment  in  this  country. 
Feminists  of  all  categories  need  to  work  together 
to  bring  about  fundamental  changes  in  our  socie¬ 
ty  which  will  lead  women  to  equitable  treatment 
and  respect.  The  MCLU  opposed  and  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  oppose  any  and  all  efforts  to  censor  what 
citizens  in  our  free  society  wish  to  write  and  read. 
Of  course,  we  never  make  judgments  for  others 
concerning  the  acceptability  of  what  they  write  or 
what  they  read.  Feminists  were  divided  in  regard 
to  their  response  to  the  MacKinnon  censorship 
ordinance.  The  MCLU  was  clearly  the  leading  or¬ 
ganization  protecting  the  rights  of  all  citizens  to 
write  and  read  what  they  wish.  Margaret  Sanger 
would  have  appreciated  our  role  because  her 
works  on  reproductive  freedom  and  birth  control 
were  censored  in  this  country.  Women  will  never 
benefit  from  the  abrogation  of  Constitutional 
protections  from  those  with  whom  they  may  from 
time  to  time  disagree.  Rather,  all  women  and  all 
men  benefit  from  having  the  same  constitutional 
rights  in  our  society. 

The  MCLU  looks  forward  to  working  on  be¬ 
half  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  rights  and  hopes  that  our 
clear  position  in  opposition  to  censorship  is  un¬ 
derstood  to  be  consistent  with  our  similar  strong 
feelings  that  the  sexual  preference  or  practices  of 
any  citizen  must  be  kept  beyond  the  purview  of 
government.  The  Consitutional  rights  of  privacy 
mandate  that  it  is  frankly  no  one’s  busiess  to  have 
government  intrude  in  our  private  sexual  conduct 
or  beliefs. 

Cordially  yours, 

Matthew  Stark 
Executive  Director  MCLU 
Minneapolis,  MN 

the  fucking  point 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  reading  the  “Speaking  Out”  that  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  March  10,  1984  issue  and  1  was  skip¬ 
ping  ahead  and  noticing  stuff  about  “cocksuck¬ 
ing  and  being  fucked”  and  thought  to  myself  that 
this  was  an  odd  way  to  get  to  a  point.  So,  1  looked 
up  to  the  by-line  to  see  what  loon  wrote  it  and 
when  1  read  Martin’s  name  1  laughed  and 
thought,  “Martin,  only  you!  More  power  to 
ya’I” 

You’re  terrific  Martin;  keep  up  the  good  work! 
Take  care, 

Michael  Sullivan 
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Speaking  Out - 

Justice  California-style 


By  Norman  Fells 

Society  as  a  whole  appears  to  be  caught  up  in  a  tug-of-war  between  maintaining 
citizens’  rights  and  ‘criminal  punishment’.  Crime  is  a  major  concern  to  almost  everyone. 
Getting  ‘offenders’  dealt  with  quickly  and  harshly  is  a  priority  of  many  politicians.  But,  is  it 
possible  to  obtain  these  goals  without  every  citizen  giving  up  some  ot  his  or  her  own 
precious  freedom  and  protections?  Few  people  believe  they  will  someday  be  charged  with  a 
criminal  offense.  The  “criminal”  is  someone  you  read  about  in  the  paper  or  see  on  televi¬ 
sion,  so  as  long  as  the  system  gets  them,  does  it  really  matter  how  it  is  done? 

Few  people  know  that  the  protections  that  protect  the  “criminal”  are  the  same  rights 
which  protect  the  “non-criminal”.  In  our  zeal  to  protect  society  is  it  not  possible  we  are  col¬ 
lectively  losing  more  than  we  are  gaining? 

Would  you  desire  to  live  in  a  country  where  the  police  can  arrest  you  without  a  warrant 
and  not  arraign  you  or  charge  you  with  a  specific  crime  or  time  of  commission  of  a  crime, 
then  force  you  to  trial  in  jail  clothes  before  the  jury  without  the  aid  of  counsel,  the  trial  being 
nothing  more  than  a  farce  because  you  are  not  allowed  to  present  your  case  or  make  objec¬ 
tions  into  the  record?  Then  after  conviction  the  state  can  put  you  in  prison  three  to  four 
years  before  allowing  you  to  have  a  proper  appeal.  Do  you  want  to  live  in  a  place  like  this?  If 
you  live  in  California  you  are  living  under  a  judicial  system  as  described  above.  Here  are  the 
facts  of  my  particular  case  as  an  example. 

1  was  arrested  for  consensual  acts  with  boys  between  11  and  14  years  of  age.  In 
municipal  court  I  was  not  asked  to  enter  a  plea  and  therefore  not  arraigned.  At  preliminary 
hearing  the  judge  refused  to  allow  me  to  present  an  affirmative  defense  and  personally 
quashed  all  my  requests  to  subpoena  witnesses  in  my  behalf.  Testimony  at  preliminary  hear¬ 
ing  disclosed  a  possible  13  “crimes”  over  a  period  of  16  months  with  three  possible  “vic¬ 
tims”.  I  was  charged  with  one  act  per  victim,  but  the  state  refused  to  select  which  of  the  13  I 
was  to  defend  myself  against  and  did  not  charge  me  with  committing  any  one  of  the  acts  on 
or  about  any  specific  date. 

In  Superior  Court  I  opted  to  represent  myself  but  soon  realized  this  was  not  wise  and 
asked  the  court  to  appoint  an  attorney.  The  court  refused  this  request.  I  also  asked  for 
clothing  to  enable  me  to  appear  before  the  jury  in  clothes  other  than  identifiable  jail  garb. 
This  request  was  also  denied. 

At  trial  the  judge  frequently  leaned  on  one  arm  making  faces  and  shaking  her  head  as 
damaging  testimony  came  forth.  I  had  to  submit  most  of  my  objections  in  writing  because 
the  judge  refused  to  hear  my  arguments  and  manipulated  the  court  so  1  could  not  enter  my 
objections  verbally.  This  was  done  by  telling  the  court  reporter  to  only  record  the  judge’s 
voice  if  both  the  judge  and  myself  spoke  at  the  same  time.  In  this  way  each  time  I  started  to 
protect  my  record  the  judge  simply  talked  at  the  same  time  insuring  that  my  words  did  not 
get  onto  the  record. 

In  all  there  were  60  to  70  major  errors  of  law  in  my  case.  We  as  citizens  of  the  U.S.  find 


it  hard  to  imagine  (don’t  we)  this  happening  in  our  country.  And  after  conviction  (13  year 
sentence)  it  took  the  state  almost  a  year  to  type  up  the  record.  Then  my  court -appointed  at¬ 
torney  held  the  record  for  nine  months  before  sending  the  court  of  appeals  an  opening  brief. 
The  attorney  did  not  even  argue  the  major  issues  presented  in  this  article  to  court  in  the 
brief.  In  desperation  I  sent  to  the  court  a  motion  for  the  court  to  protect  me  from  ineffective 
aid  of  counsel  on  appeal.  At  this  time  I  am  waiting  for  the  state  to  answer  the  opening  brief 
and  for  the  court  to  rule  on  this  motion  for  protection.  My  arrest  is  almost  three  years  old 
and  my  conviction  is  two  and  a  half  years  old  and  I  will  have  no  less  than  three  and  probably 
four  to  five  years  in  prison  before  I  can  get  my  appeal  heard  on  the  first  level.  Even  if  1  win 
the  appeal  I  cannot  get  this  time  back  nor  will  I  be  compensated  in  any  way. 

The  amount  of  time  spoken  of  here  is  vastly  unreasonable  especially  in  light  of  the  law 
which  says  denial  of  attorney  at  criminal  trial  is  so  outrageously  unfair  the  aggrieved  defen¬ 
dant  need  not  even  appeal  if  this  happens.  All  that  is  required  is  for  the  defendant  to  petition 
the  court  for  habeas  corpus  relief  so  he  or  she  will  not  have  to  stay  in  prison  illegally  waiting 
on  an  appeal.  I  have  petitioned  every  level  of  court  in  California  including  the  Supreme 
Court  for  such  relief  and  each  and  every  time  the  petition  was  denied  without  a  hearing  or  in¬ 
vestigation  of  the  record!  Can  it  be  that  society  has  benefitted  in  some  way  by  getting  me  out 
of  circulation  for  four  or  five  years  by  denying  me  my  basic  constitutional  rights?  Is  my  case 
an  exception?  How  many  people  are  in  prison  who  have  had  equal  violations  but  are  not 
aware  of  their  rights  and  thus  they  do  not  complain? 

How  much  “justice”  can  you  afford?  And  how  much  do  you  care  what  happens  to 
members  of  your  community,  who  will  be  with  you  again  before  long,  and  who  will 
remember  what  they  learned  about  the  American  Way  and  how  much  solidarity  their  com¬ 
munity  was  able  to  put  together  when  they  were  under  attack? 

Everyling  in  this  article  can  be  verified  through  court  records.  Trial  was  before  Los 
Angeles  County  Superior  Court  in  Long  Beach  case  number  A-023554.  The  appeal  is  in 
Division  Six  of  the  second  appellate  district,  case  number  2d  Crim.  41733.  (The  issues 
presented  here  are  just  the  tip  of  the  iceberg;  the  record  is  bad  enough,  what  happened  off 
the  record  is  truly  shocking.)  Interested  parties  may  write  me  at:  Norman  Felts,  C-40640, 
8336,  PO  Box  A-E,  San  Luis  Obispo,  CA  93409. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


Community  Voices 


feminist  politics 
and  abuse 

Dear  GCN, 

Laura  Hathaway’s  excellent  letter  on  child 
abuse  and  Lesbian  battering  exemplifies  the 
direction  I  think  this  discussion  needs  to  take. 
Unlike  Hathaway,  I  was  physically  abused  by  my 
mother.  And  although,  like  Hathaway,  I  had 
many  childhood  encounters  with  the  “helpers”,  I 
also  went  through  the  juvenile  court  system, 
which  considered  me  “incorrigble”  because  I 
stood  up  against  my  mother’s  abuse,  refused  ever 
to  believe  that  1  deserved  it,  and  ran  away  every 
chance  I  got.  My  very  early  awareness  that  I  was 
unjustly  treated  merely  because  of  my  status  as  a 
child  has  been  the  root  of  my  politics  and  my  very 
personal  hatred  of  oppression  in  any  form.  In 
fact,  my  mother  is  herself  partially  responsible 
for  my  precocious  political  analysis  of  the  situa¬ 
tion:  she  always  said  “you’re  my  slave  until  you 
turn  18.” 

I  have  also  been  attacked  —  and  almost  killed 

—  by  a  woman  lover.  Whenever  I  hear  descrip¬ 
tions  of  women  as  “essentially  nurturant,  non¬ 
violent,  etc.,  I  feel  nauseous  and  infuriated.  Early 
in  my  involvement  with  radical  feminism  1  realiz¬ 
ed  that  women’s  violence  was  not  taken  seriously 

—  my  anger  at  my  mother  was  as  delegimated  as  it 
had  been  by  the  “child  shrinkers.”  Women  I  was 
told,  were  only  violent  because  they  were  oppress¬ 
ed,  so  you  couldn’t  blame  them.  Men  were  violent 


either  by  nature  or  by  privilege,  so  they  had  no 
convenient  excuses.  I’m  sick  of  this  doubletalk. 
Both  men  and  women,  as  adults,  are  oppressors 
of  children.  Any  feminism  which  wants  to  base  its 
politics  on  a  romanitcization  of  the  mother/- 
daughter  bond  furthers  the  oppression  of 
children  and  silences  those  of  us  —  male  and 
female  —  who  were  and  are  abused  by  our 
mothers. 

Lisa  Orlando, 

Cambridge,  MA 

four  of  us 

Dear  GCN, 

Thank  you  for  printing  a  News  Note  about  the 
new  women’s  S/M  journal,  Outrageous  Women. 
We  co-editors  would  like  to  clarify  that  there  are 
actually  four  of  us.  Beryl  and  Betsy  were  men¬ 
tioned  as  contact  people  in  the  press  release  which 
you  quoted.  Beth  and  Diamond,  though  not  free 
to  use  their  full  names,  are  equally  members  of 
the  collective  and  shared  in  writing  the  press 
release. 

Many  thanks  for  the  warm  support  and  help 
which  several  GCN  staffers  have  given  us 
throughout  the  production  process. 

Sincerely, 

Beryl-Elise  Hoffstein 
Beth 

Betsy  Duren 
Diamond 
Boston,  MA 


florida  help! 

Dear  GCN. 

Hi!  I  wrote  to  you  once  before  asking  for  your 
newspaper  and  to  be  put  on  your  penpal  list.  1 
never  did  get  the  paper  because  the  officers  here 
won’t  let  it  in. 

1  am  in  the  process  of  filing  a  suit  against 
Florida’s  prisons  for  discrimination  against  gays. 

1  would  like  to  know  if  you  can  tell  me  which 
prisons  in  Florida  do  not  let  your  paper  in.  We 
would  like  this  discrimination  to  stop.  We  cannot 
have  any  gay  literature  or  reading  materials.  We 
are  being  denied  our  first  amendment. 

Any  help  you  can  give  us  will  be  a  big  help  to  us. 
Do  you  know  of  any  organizations  of  individuals 
that  will  help  gays  in  prison  in  Florida  with  legal 
assistance? 

I  feel  and  many  of  my  friends  feel  it  is  time  that 
gays  stand  up  for  our  rights,  and  when  we  are 
discriminated  against  we  take  them  to  court.  (I 
hope  this  will  help  all  gays.) 

Thanks  and  take  care, 

Donald  Swaffar, 

063026  U-3-N-7 
PO  Box  747, 

Starke  FL  32091. 

P.S.  Can  1  try  for  a  penpal  again? 


who  can  speak? 

Dear  GCN: 

We  are  sorry  if  it  was  a  mistake  for  Richard  to 
write  the  review  of  Powers  of  Desire,  but  Rochelle 
Ruthchild’s  letter  (March  10,  1984)  does  not  con¬ 
vince  us  that  it  was.  We  would  be  interested  in 
more  substantive  remarks  on  why  she  thinks  it 
was  wrong.  It’s  an  issue  that  we  have  thought 
about  a  lot. 

In  fact,  however,  we  both  read  the  book,  came 
to  a  joint  analysis,  and  asked  GCN  if  we  could 
write  their  review.  At  the  time  the  article  was  to  be 
sent  to  press,  other  obligations  kept  Laura  from 
having  the  time  to  co-write  the  article.  Although 
the  ideas  in  the  piece  are  supported  by  both  of  us, 
and  have  been  the  product  of  a  long  history  of  dis¬ 
cussing  the  issues  together,  Laura  chose  to  leave 
her  name  off  the  byline  because  the  actual  writing 
was  done  by  Richard,  except  for  three  pages. 
(Can  you  guess  which  three?) 

From  our  perspective,  however,  it  would  not 
have  been  wrong  per  se  to  print  a  review  of 
Powers  of  Desire  by  a  man,  for  three  main 
reasons.  First,  the  book  is  not  only  about 
women’s  issues.  Instead,  the  book  attempts  to  be 
a  rather  far-reaching,  often  abstract,  anthology 
on  sexuality  in  general,  with  explicit  discussions 
by  and  about  male  gays,  and  implicit  discussion 
of  male  sexuality  throughout.  Clearly,  however, 
the  bulk  of  the  anthology  specifically  addresses 
female  sexuality  more  than  male  sexuality;  and  a 
woman’s  review  might  have  been  preferable  if 
there  had  not  already  been  many  reviews  written 
by  women  in  other  publications. 

Second,  insofar  as  women’s  issues  include  the 
most  significant  and  perhaps  only  substantial 
theoretical  work  being  done  on  gender,  sexuality, 
and  patriarchy,  they  are  areas  of  concern  that 
deeply  affect  all  of  our  lives. 

Third,  unlike  many  others,  we  are  not  oper¬ 
ating  with  the  a priori  premise  that  all  men  have  a 
radically  different  perspective  on  all  issues;  but 
believe  that  gender,  like  race,  class,  language, 
religion,  family,  and  sexual  orientation  is  a 
powerful  influence  among  a  ‘discourse’  of  in¬ 
fluences  that  construct  our  subjectivity.  That  a 
man  did  most  of  the  actual  writing  of  the  article 
surely  influenced  the  product,  but  the  question  is 
how. 

A  few  final  points.  The  article  was  in  no  way  in¬ 
tended  to  say  ‘what  kind  of  feminism  is  okay  and 
what  is  prudish’  as  Rochelle  Ruthchild  writes; 
and  certainly  not  to  imply  that  s/m  lesbians  are 
‘truly  liberated.’  If  there  is  a  privileging  of  s/m 
lesbians  in  the  text,  it  is  only  insofar  as  they  sug¬ 
gest  a  tentativeness  and  complexity  to  sexual  is¬ 
sues  which  we  feel  is  lacking  in  the  radical 
feminist  analysis,  and  because  we  think  sexual 
diversity  is  a  positive  not  negative  thing.  There  is 
no  ‘lecture’  defining  or  delimiting  female  sexuali¬ 
ty.  But  rather  the  suggestion  that  in  recovering 
our  bodies  from  (predominantly  male)  pornogra- 
phers,  psychoanalysis,  doctors,  dieticians,  and 
fashion  consultants,  we  should  not  speak  about  a 
single  ‘truth  of  our  bodies’  but  the  many  ways  in 
which  we  can  enjoy  and  control  our  own  bodies. 
In  Solidarity, 

Laura  Gotkowitz  and  Richard  Turits 
Providence,  R1 


AIDS  Resource  List 

AIDS  Action  Committee  —  16  Haviland 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02115,  267-7573 
Education  and  support  group  for  people  with 
AIDS,  their  families,  lovers,  friends  and 
health  care  providers.  Provides  speakers, 
conducts  forums,  rap  groups,  hospice- 
trained  volunteers,  hotline  information  and 
referrals.  Associated  with  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center. 

AIDS  Action  Line  —  536-7733 
AIDS  Action  Committee  service,  informa¬ 
tion,  referrals  and  befriending  about  AIDS. 
Trained  volunteers. 

AIDS  Benefit  Review  Committee 
( 267-7573 )  or  (725-4849) 

Joint  subcommittee  of  Mayor’s  Committee 
on  AIDS  and  AIDS  Action  Committee  to 
coordinate  AIDS  fuhdraisers,  monitor  pro¬ 
cess  and  review  results.  All  groups  of  in¬ 
dividuals  planning  AIDS  fundraisers  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  coordinate  their  efforts  with  the 
subcommittee. 

AIDS  Hotline  —  ( 424-5916 ) 

The  Community  Infectious  Disease 
Epidemiology  Program  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  Staff  of  public  health  nurses  answer 
questions  about  AIDS,  make  referrals.  Col¬ 


lects  city-wide  data  from  hospitals  on  AIDS 
cases,  forwards  data  to  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  in  Atlanta,  officially  determines 
number  of  cases  probable  and  under  in¬ 
vestigation. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

16  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115 
(267-7573) 

Hotline  information,  medical  work-ups, 
diagnosis,  referrals,  counseling.  A  gay  sen¬ 
sitive  health  care  facility.  Participates  in 
research  efforts. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services 

80  Boylston  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 
(542-5118) 

One-on-one  counseling  for  AIDS  anxiety. 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  —  6:00  pm  to  mid¬ 
night,  M-F  (426-9371) 

Provides  information  on  AIDS,  makes  refer¬ 
rals.  Associated  with  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services. 

Haitian  Committee  on  AIDS  in  Mass¬ 
achusetts  —  1 17  Harvard  Street,  Dorchester, 
MA  02124  (436-2808) 

Provides  information,  referrals,  support  and 
emergency  assistance  to  Haitians  with  AIDS 
and  their  families. 


Mayor’s  Committee  on  AIDS  —  Room  608, 
Boston  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201 
(725-4849) 

Coordinates  efforts  of  federal,  state,  and  city 
health  agencies,  produces  educational 
material,  collects  data  on  cases,  reviews 
policy.  Umbrella  organization.  Media  outlet. 
Conducts  forums  and  provides  speakers, 
distributes  AIDS  brochures,  referrals. 
National  Gay  Task  Force  Hotline 
(1-800-221-7044) 

Toll  free  national  hotline  run  by  NGTF  to 
provide  information  and  referrals. 

Omega  Hospice  and  Bereavement  Program 

270  Washington  Street,  Somerville,  MA 
02143  (776-6369) 

Ongoing  free  support  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians  dealing  with  life-threatening  illness. 
Springfield  Downtown  Ministry  /Council  of 
Churches  —  293  Bridge  Street  Room  205, 
Springfield,  MA  01103-1402  (737-4125) 
Counseling  and  referrals. 


AWESOME! 


Road  &  Track: 

"If  you  liked  the  280  ZX  you’ll  love 
the  300!" 

Car  &  Driver: 

“Fast  and  furious.  The  fastest 
Z  ever!” 

You  have  to  drive  it  to  believe  it. 

At  the  Z  Place  we  always  have  Z's 
in  stock.  Come  in  for  a  test  drive. 


Buy  one  or  lease  one  . 
your  own  Z. 


but  drive 


THE  ZZZZZ  PLACE 

1 180  Washington  Street 
From  the  Mass  Pike  take  exit  17E 
(going  towards  Boston) 
or  16W  (away  from  Boston) 
then  curl  back  onto 
Washington  Street. 
Telephone  332-7800 


TILE 


CARPET 


J  &  D  FLOORING  CO. 

SALES  —  INSTALLATIONS 


LINOLEUM 


(617)  825-5340 
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‘ A  Profound  Event ’ 

500  Attend  Lesbian  Conference 


By  Sue  Hyde 

BOSTON  —  Over  500  women, 
most  of  the  lesbians,  attended  a 
conference  on  lesbian  psychology 
held  at  the  Park  Plaza  Hotel  here 
on  March  9,  10  and  1 1. 

Sponsored  by  the  Boston 
chapter  of  the  Association  of 
Women  in  Psychology,  the  confer¬ 
ence  attracted  women  who  work  in 
psychology  and  related  fields,  as 
well  as  women  who  simply  hold 
abiding  interests  in  lesbianism, 
without  a  particular  focus.  In  the 
audience  of  500  women,  most  of 
them  white,  assembled  for  three 
panel  sessions  were  clinical  psy¬ 
chologists,  researchers  and 
theorists  in  developmental  psycho¬ 
logy,  sociologists,  philosophers, 
and  therapists  of  every  stylistic 
bent. 

An  organizing  committee  of  13 
women  —  lesbians  and  bisexuals 
—  had  divided  the  three-day 
meeting  into  distinct  sections: 
panel  representations,  workshops, 
and  training  sessions.  They  de¬ 
signed  the  conference  “to  identify 
and  develop  concepts  and  theory 
relevant  to  the  psychological  un¬ 
derstanding  of  lesbians;  to  con¬ 
firm  an  emerging  lesbian  psycho¬ 
logy  —  accurate  and  non-racist  — 
as  a  critical  component  of  the 
Psychology  of  Women;  and  to  af¬ 
firm  and  reflect  the  strength, 
power  and  joy  of  lesbian  lives.” 
Apparently,  the  organizers  caught 
the  imaginations  of  many  women 
with  their  description  of  the  con¬ 
ference  since  about  150  late  regi¬ 
strants  were  turned  away.  Five 
men  had  expressed  interest  in  the 
conference,  but  failed  to  register 
before  the  cutoff  date  of  Feb.  10. 

Conferencegoers  chose  from  a 
list  of  over  40  different  workshops 
and  were  treated  to  ten  different 
scholarly  papers  presented  at  the 
panel  sessions,  two  on  Friday  and 
one  on  Saturday  morning.  The  ten 
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academic  papers  were  grouped  in¬ 
to  three  categories:  lesbian  iden¬ 
tities,  lesbian  relationships,  and 
lesbian  communities.  Following 
each  of  the  panel  presentations, 
the  audience  of  500  broke  up  into 
pre-designated  facilitated  discus¬ 
sion  groups  of  about  20  women 
each.  Hot  topics  at  the  conference 
were  developmental  theories  of 
lesbianism,  the  function  and 
nature  of  the  lesbian  community 
and  the  ever-popular  topic  of  les¬ 
bian  sexuality. 

Among  the  most  well-attended 
of  the  workshops  were  those  deal¬ 
ing  with  sadomasochism,  incest 
survival,  family  relationships, 
long-term  lesbian  relationships, 
anger  and  intimacy,  and 
homophobia. 

Conference  coordinator  Sarah 
Pearlman  told  GCN  that  she  and 
others  on  the  organizing  com¬ 
mittee  were  thrilled  with  the  suc¬ 


cess  of  the  event.  “Lesbians  saw 
the  importance  of  scholarly  work. 
Among  the  many  comments  1 
heard,  people  were  struck  by  the 
impressive  quality  of  the  presenta¬ 
tions.”  Pearlman  called  the  con¬ 
ference  a  “very  profound  event 
that  will  initiate  a  lot  more 
thinking  and  talking”  in  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Pearlman  and  others  on  the 
coordinating  committee  hope  that 
there  will  be  a  second  conference 
on  lesbian  psychology.  She  said  a 
group  of  women  from  New  York 
City  were  considering  the  project. 
One  idea  proposed  for  a  subse¬ 
quent  conference  is  to  focus  it  ex¬ 
clusively  on  sexuality.  Pearlman 
said  the  Boston  organizing  group 
will  compile  an  organizing  kit  and 
will  serve  as  a  resource  for  women 
organizing  the  second  conference. 

Although  at  least  one  argument 


between  some  conferencegoers 
and  other,  straight  hotel  guests 
and  hotel  staff  erupted  during  the 
weekend,  Pearlman  did  not  hold 
the  hotel  management  responsible 
for  the  incident  and  credited  them 
with  being  helpful  and  competent 
throughout  the  conference. 
“There  was  some  rudeness  on 
Saturday  night,”  said  Pearlman, 
“but  I  don’t  know  that  it  could 
have  been  avoided.  In  a  public 
place  [like  a  hotel],  we’re  not  pro¬ 
tected.  But,  it’s  still  offensive  and 
insulting  to  the  women  involved.” 

A  book  composed  of  panel, 
workshop  and  training  seminar 
presentations  and  some  responses 
from  women  who  attended  the 
conference  will  be  compiled  by  the 
organizing  committee.  Pearlman 
said  she  expects  the  publication 
project  to  be  completed  within  a 
year. 


Gay /Lesbian  Sculpture 
Queerbashed  at  Stanford 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

PALO  ALTO,  CA  —  The  con¬ 
troversial  sculpture  “Gay  Libera¬ 
tion”  which  only  recently  found  a 
home  on  the  campus  of  Stanford 
University  has  been  severely 
damaged  and  is  being  shipped 
back  to  sculptor  George  Segal’s 
studio  in  New  Jersey  where  the 
damage  will  be  assessed. 

The  white  bronze  sculpture  was 
struck  40  times  by  an  unknown 
assailant.  Although  nobody  was 
arrested,  police  have  spoken  to  a 
person  who  saw  a  man  walking 
away  from  the  damaged  piece  car¬ 
rying  a  hammer.  The  sculpture 
had  been  on  the  Stanford  Univer¬ 
sity  campus  for  only  two  weeks 
and  is  the  second  casting  of  one 
which  had  originally  been  schedul¬ 
ed  to  be  placed  in  Greenwhich 
Village,  New  York. 

Following  the  incident,  a  rally 
was  organized  by  the  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance  at  Stanford  which 
drew  approximately  200  people. 
According  to  Jeff  Williams,  a 
spokesperson  for  the  Alliance,  a 

California 
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Agnos  acknowledged  that  there 
had  been  tremendous  opposition 
from  organized  born-again  Chris¬ 
tians  throughout  the  state.  “Our 
side  did  a  credible  job,”  he  told 
GCN,  “but  what  we  ran  into  was  a 
bigoted,  bible-thumping  Moral 
Majority  juggernaut  that  was 
stimulated  by  the  electronic 
preachers  of  California.  This  [bill] 
was  the  focal  point  of  their  ser¬ 
mons  from  the  pulpit  as  well  as 
from  the  microphone  and  the 
camera  for  two  weeks,”  said 
Agnos. 

“The  Christian  Broadcasting 
Network  in  Virginia  made  this  the 
focus  of  their  weekend  sermon. 
Christian  schools  around  here 
were  giving  dimes  to  children  to 
call  the  Governor,”  he  added. 
“I’ve  got  parents  who  called  me 
who  were  angry  about  that.” 
Agnos  noted  that  he  had  receiv- 


large  majority  of  the  audience  was 
heterosexual.  In  assessing  the 
meaning  of  the  act,  Williams  told 
GCN,  ‘  ‘This  is  an  act  of  homopho¬ 
bic  violence  against  gay  people.  It 
is  not  an  isolated  incident  of  a 
crazed  lunatic  but  [part  of]  an 
underlying  current  in  society  of 
homophobia.” 

In  stressing  this  connection, 
people  were  urged  to  contact  Gov. 
George  Deukmejian  to  urge  him  to 
sign  the  anti-discrimination  bill  be¬ 
fore  him;  a  bill  which  he  later 
vetoed. 

Williams  told  GCN  that  the 
police  investigation  is  continuing 
although  no  one  has  been  appre¬ 
hended. 

The  sculpture  has  previously 
been  the  focus  of  publicity  when  it 
was  first  introduced  in  1980.  It 
depicts  four  life-size  figures,  two 
men  and  two  women.  The  women 
are  seated  together  on  a  bench  with 
one  woman’s  hand  resting  on  the 
other  woman’s  leg.  The  two  men 
stand  a  short  distance  away  with 

ed  threats  against  himself  and  his 
children  and  had  had  eggs  thrown 
at  his  house.  He  added  that  he  had 
received  considerable  hate  mail, 
including  a  letter  from  a  Citrus 
Heights  woman  who  wrote,  “I 
sincerely  hope  you  get  AIDS.” 

Between  250  and  300  demon¬ 
strators  gathered  in  the  rain  in  San 
Francisco’s  Castro  District  in  a 
hastily  called  demonstration  to 
protest  the  veto.  Chanting  “Nuke 
the  Duke”  and  “Puke  on  Duke,” 
the  crowd  marched  from  the  Cas¬ 
tro  area  through  the  Polk  Gulch, 
to  the  State  Building  and  back  to 
the  Castro.  The  march  covered 
nearly  four  miles,  a  tactic  which 
one  observer  called  the  “walk- 
them-until-they’re-tired-strat- 
egy.” 

The  crowd  heard  several  speak¬ 
ers,  including  the  Rev.  James 
Sandmire  of  the  Golden  Gate  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Community  Church. 
Sandmire  told  the  rally,  “I’m 


one  man  resting  his  hand  on  the 
other’s  shoulder.  The  sculpture 
was  originally  supposed  to  stand  in 
Christopher  Park  at  Sheridan 
Square  in  New  York. 

At  the  time  the  sculpture  was  in¬ 
troduced,  it  was  opposed  by  some 
gay  people  and  heterosexuals 
alike.  Objections  centered  around 
the  process  involved  in  commis¬ 
sioning  the  sculpture;  the  fact  that 
the  figures  appeared  to  be  white, 
able-bodied,  and  young,  and  thus 
were  not  representative;  and  the 
fact  that  the  artist  is  heterosexual. 
Although  the  sculpture  was 
originally  to  have  been  placed  in 
the  park  it  has  not  yet  been  set 
there.  However,  the  New  York 
Times  reports  that  it  is  soon  to  be 
installed  in  its  intended  place. 

Williams  told  GCN  that  until 
the  extent  of  damage  to  the  piece  is 
known,  it  cannot  be  speculated 
when  or  if  it  will  return  to  Stan¬ 
ford. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


here  to  show  some  solidarity  and 
to  show  that  not  all  Christians 
spew  hatred  and  bigotry  from  the 
pulpit.  If  the  Governor  doesn’t 
think  that  gay  people  are 
discriminated  against,  1  want  him 
to  come  to  my  church  and  I’ll  in¬ 
troduce  him  to  lots  of  people.” 

Another  participant  in  the  rally 
told  GCN,  “There  were  lots  of 
frustrated  people  there  —  frus¬ 
trated  by  the  veto  and  frustrated 
by  the  apathy  of  people  who  were 
just  standing  watching  on  the 
sidewalk.”  He  added,  “It  wasn’t 
like  after  [gay  rights  losses  in] 
Wichita  and  Eugene  and  Dade 
County.  People  are  really 
apathetic.” 

Dunlap  sounded  a  similar  warn¬ 
ing.  “This  will  remind  people  that 
we  have  not  made  the  advances  we 
thought  we  made,”  she  said.  “It 
will  give  us  a  dose  of  realism.” 

—  filed  from  Santa  Cruz 


Oops! 

We  inadvertantly  left  the  last 
three  paragraphs  off  of  the  arti¬ 
cle  entitled:  “ Toxic  Shock 
Research:  Lessons  About 
AIDS”  by  Cindy  Patton  which 
ran  on  page  three  of  Volume 
II,  Number  32.  We  regret  the 
omission. 

If  AIDS  is  any  indication,  we 
know  precious  little  about  our 
immune  systems,  how  they 
work  and  why  they  break 
down.  Raising  questions,  and 
demanding  more  information 
will  not  heal  the  bodies  of  those 
already  ill  with  AIDS,  TSS, 
dioxin  poisoning  or  EDB 


poisoning. 

Researchers,  no  matter  how 
well-intentioned,  still  depend 
on  the  uniqueness  of  their 
research  in  order  to  get  the 
money  and  prestige  they  need 
to  undertake  further  projects. 
Food  and  drug  companies  can 
still  hide  behind  “trade 
secrets’’  and  “attorney’s 
work”  to  keep  private  their  test 
results  on  drugs,  food,  and 
health  products.  Doctors  alone 
cannot  keep  us  well,  they  de¬ 
pend  on  the  magic  potions  pro¬ 
vided  by  some  of  the  same  com¬ 
panies  that  put  carcinogens  in 


our  food. 

Truly  public  health  seems 
difficult  when  food  and  drug 
companies,  researchers,  and 
lawyers  have  tight  control  over 
health  information.  Some  of 
this  secrecy  is  necessary  for 
confidentiality  and  accurate 
dissemination  of  results,  but  it 
also  serves  a  profit  motive. 
When  people  are  dying  from  a 
lack  of  information,  a  re¬ 
assessment  of  the  legal  and  cor¬ 
porate  structure  which  sur¬ 
rounds  the  medical  industry  is 
essential  to  ensuring  the  health 
of  our  bodies  and  our  politics. 
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Quarantine  Law  Introduced 

Medialndicts  Woman  Rumored  to  Have  AIDS 


Bv  Christine  Guilfoy 
NEW  HAVEN,  CT  —  The 
facts,  as  nearly  as  can  be  discern¬ 
ed,  are  these:  A  29-year-old 
woman  is  arrested  on  charges  of 
disorderly  conduct  and  during  the 
course  of  the  arrest  is  found  to  be 
in  possession  of  drug  parapher¬ 
nalia.  She  is  brought  before  a 
Superior  Court  judge  who  sets  her 
trial  date  for  the  following  month 
and  orders  her  to  a  hospital  for 
drug  treatment  until  the  hearing 
date. 


two  years,  the  media’s  attempts  to 
cover  the  AIDS  epidemic  have 
varied  in  competency  and  sensitivi¬ 
ty.  AIDS  is  often  covered  as 
though  it  is  an  easily  identifiable 
syndrome  rather  than  a  clinical 
diagnosis  based  on  a  broad  and 
complex  picture.  Medical  findings 
are  repeatedly  presented  as  though 
they  are  breakthroughs  when  in 
reality  they  are  only  tiny  pieces 
which  may  or  may  not  fit  into  the 
larger  puzzle.  The  information  us- 


News  Analysis 


The  case  is  watched  closely  by 
the  media  because  there  is  a  rumor 
that  the  woman  has  AIDS.  In  spite 
of  the  fact  that  the  woman  has  not 
been  diagnosed  as  having  AIDS, 
the  media  continues  to  report  her 
as  “AIDS  suspect”  and  “AIDS 
victim.” 

After  several  days  in  the  hos¬ 
pital,  and  against  the  judge’s 
order,  the  woman  leaves  the 
hospital  before  her  trial  date. 
Because  she  had  previously  been 
arrested  on  charges  of  prostitu¬ 
tion,  The  New  Haven  Register 
reports  that  “state  and  local  of¬ 
ficials  are  worried  that  if  [the 
woman]  does  have  AIDS,  she 
might  infect  her  prostitution 
customers.” 

Eventually,  the  woman  gives 
herself  up  to  police  and  is  ordered 
held  on  $27,500  bail  on  the  charges 
of  “disorderly  conduct  and 
possession  of  drug 
paraphernalia.”  The  woman  has  a 
child,  suffering  from  an  immune 
deficiency  which  may  or  may  not 
be  AIDS. 

When  the  woman’s  name  and 
picture  appear  in  the  New  Haven 
papers,  the  AIDS  Project  New 
Haven  (APNH)  receives  a  number 
of  phone  calls  from  anxious  men 
believing  they  may  have  had  sex 
with  the  woman.  And  “60 
Minutes,”  the  CBS-TV  news  pro-' 
gram,  becomes  aware  of  the  situa¬ 
tion  and  reports  on  the  case.  Ginny 
Apuzzo,  executive  director  of  the 
National  Gay  Task  Force  (NGTF), 
is  contacted  by  the  producer  of  the 
segment  but,  alarmed  at  their  ap¬ 
proach,  refuses  to  speak  with 
them. 

In  any  crisis,  misinformation 
and  ignorance  are  as  much  a  part  of 
the  story  as  the  facts.  Over  the  past 


ed  to  create  a  general  profile  of 
AIDS  is  simplified  and  then  read 
back  into  an  individual  case  as 
though  it  were  a  medical  “fact” 
instead  of  an  operational  defini¬ 
tion  that  may  or  may  not  fit  any 
specific  case.  Such  inadequacies  in 
media  coverage  may  not  only  harm 
the  individual  thus  scrutinized,  but 
persons  with  AIDS  suffer  from  the 
perpetuation  of  the  public’s  ig¬ 
norance  and  fear. 

AIDS  activists  in  New  Haven, 
and  others,  have  been  angered  by 
the  media  coverage  of  the  woman 
described  above. 

A1  Novick,  M.D.,  a  member  of 
APNH  told  GCN  that  “the  media 
was  hungry  for  a  story  —  oh,  what 
a  great  story  a  prostitute  with 
AIDS  spreading  it  to  the  straight 
community.  But  that’s  not  true.” 
Novick  beleives  that  the  woman 
does  not  have  AIDS  and  that  in 
any  case,  “AIDS  doesn’t  appear 
to  be  transmitted  by  women.” 

Virginia  Apuzzo  notes  that, 
although  the  gay  community  has 
been  dealing  with  AIDS  for  some 
time  now,  the  media’s  interest  is 
perked  only  when  a  heterosexual 
angle  is  present.  She  said  that 
when  she  was  contacted  by  the 
producers  of  “60  Minutes,”  they 
seemed  more  concerned  about  a 
woman  who  might  spread  AIDS 
around  than  about  her  child  who 
supposedly  has  AIDS. 

Apuzzo  reacted:  “I’m  amazed 
that  the  problem  can  always  be 
counted  on  to  be  handled  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  way  and  always  from  such 
obvious  self-interest....  [They 
are]  taking  a  problem  we’re  deal¬ 
ing  with  and  turning  it  around  to 
‘How  does  this  fit  into  the 
heterosexual  normative?  How  is  it 
affecting  us?  Therefore,  we’re  in- 
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terested.’  ” 

The  issue  of  whether  AIDS  can 
be  transmitted  from  women  to 
men  is  unknown  at  this  point. 
Mark  Chataway  of  the  Gay  Men’s 
Health  Crisis  in  New  York  told 
GCN  that  there  is  no  known  case 
in  the  U.S.  of  a  woman  transmit¬ 
ting  AIDS  to  a  man.  However, 
Donald  Abrams,  M.D.,  a  medical 
researcher  in  San  Francisco  recent¬ 
ly  told  GCN  that  there  was  anec¬ 
dotal  evidence  from  Zaire  that  this 
is  a  possibility.  He  described  the 
evidence  to  date  as  inconclusive. 

Novick  also  believes  that  the 
woman  has  been  abused  by  the 
media,  particularly  in  terms  of  her 
right  to  privacy. 

Novick  and  Bill  Walker,  -an¬ 
other  member  of  APNH,  sent  a 
letter  to  the  New  Haven  Register 
complaining  in  part  that  the  paper 
has  denied  the  woman’s  humanity, 
saying,  “Her  name,  identity  and 
life  style  have  been  bandied  about 
as  though  she  deserved  no 
privacy.”  And  that  the  “confiden¬ 
tiality  of  her  medical  records  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  breached.” 

Ellis  Perlswig,  M.D.,  also  from 
APNH,  told  GCN  that  an  article 
appeared  in  a  Yale  publication 
which  “gave  so  much  information 
about  her  [that  it  was  apparent] 
that  somebody  got  hold  of  her 
hospital  records  and  used  them.” 

Further,  Apuzzo  believes  that 
reporting  the  woman’s  prostitu¬ 
tion  record  brings  up  a  different 
aspect  of  the  issue:  “My  concern  is 
as  soon  as  a  story  appears  about  a 
prostitute  that  in  any  way  gives 
men  a  reason  to  resort  to  violence 
against  prostitutes,  it  invariably 
breaks  out.  [I  think]  it  creates 
another  opportunity  to  exploit  and 
victimize  prostitutes.” 

And,  according  to  the  New 
Haven  Register,  Margaret  Prescod 
of  the  U.S.  Prostitute’s  Collective 
said  that  the  woman  is  being  sub¬ 
jected  to  greater  pressure  because 
she  is  a  prostitute. 

In  their  letter  to  the  editor, 
Novick  and  Walker  also  point  out 
the  inflammatory  nature  of  re¬ 
ports  that  “police  scrubbed  out  a 
vehicle”  used  to  transport  the 
woman  and  that  they  handled  her 
with  plastic  gloves  without  also 
reporting  that  AIDS  is  not  believ¬ 
ed  to  be  transmitted  by  casual  con¬ 
tact.  In  their  letter,  they  attempt  to 
counteract  such  notions  by  em¬ 
phasizing  that  handshakes  and 
hugs  do  not  play  a  role  in  the 


LOOKING  AT 
USED  CARS? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation. 
$20.  for  4  or  6  cylinder  cars  — 
$5.  extra  for  V-8,  van  or  A/C 
(with  this  ad).  If  you  would  like 
a  woman  mechanic  to  work  on 
your  car,  please  say  so  when 
you  make  your  appointment. 

J  &,S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  Street 
267  0300 


transmission  of  AIDS. 

But  even  if  the  letter  is  publish¬ 
ed,  which  it  had  not  been  two 
weeks  after  submission,  it  will  be 
difficult  to  counteract  the  fear  and 
misinformation  that  has  probably 
already  been  promulgated.  It  re¬ 
cently  was  reported  that  an  aide  at 
the  hospital  where  the  woman  is 
being  detained  has  been  suspended 
for  refusing  to  treat  her.  The 
employee  was  reportedly  fearful 
that  she  could  contract  AIDS. 
Such  a  situation  arises  more  easily 
when  newspapers  print  stories 
replete  with  inaccuracies  and 
which  do  not  challenge  popular 
misconceptions. 

Novick  has  been  leery  of  openly 
examining  the  issues  involved  in 
this  story.  He  told  GCN  that  he 
doesn’t  feel  the  story  should  be 
covered  because  “anything  you 
say,  anything  you  explore  is  going 
to  end  up  damaging  us  all. 
Ultimately,  the  extent  to  which 
you  cover  it  is  going  to  raise  the 
question  of  quarantine,  will  raise 
the  question  of  public  health 
menace.” 

Indeed,  Richard  Tulisano,  the 
Democratic  co-chairman  of  the 
Connecticut  General  Assembly’s 
Judiciary  Committee  has  in¬ 
troduced  new  quarantine  legisla¬ 
tion  into  the  assembly.  He  told 
GCN  that  this  legislation  does  not 

Roast 

Continued  from  page  l 
notoriety  as  a  homophobe  last  fall 
when  he  made  repeated  reference 
to  “fags  and  lesbos”  during 
debate  on  the  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  bill,  noted  in  her  letter  that 
each  school  committee  member 
must  decide  on  her  or  his  own  actions 
with  regard  to  Casper.  But,  she 
said,  “I  hope  that  Mr.  Casper  will 
issue  an  apology  for  his  remarks, 
and  that  it  will  receive  as  wide  an 
audience  as  his  originals  remarks 
did.” 

Casper  first  earned  the  enmity 
of  the  Boston  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  when  an  advertisement  ran 
in  the  South  Boston  Tribune  five 
days  before  last  November’s  elec¬ 
tion  criticizing  Casper’s  more 
liberal  opponent  for  making  pro¬ 
gay  statements.  Casper  told  GCN 
at  the  time  that  he  ‘  ‘had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  ad,”  but  the  principal 
sponsor  of  the  ad,  Jane  Duwors, 
now  works  as  a  paid  administra¬ 
tive  assistant  in  Casper’s  school 
committee  office. 


make  any  specific  mention  of 
AIDS  and  that  its  intent  is  to 
tighten  up  the  existing  laws  and  to 
specify  due  process  rights  which 
had  not  been  mentioned  in  the  ex¬ 
isting  statute.  He  told  GCN  that 
the  statute  would  cover  “in¬ 
dividuals  unable  or  unwilling  to 
conduct  themselves  in  such  a  man¬ 
ner  so  as  not  to  expose  other  per¬ 
sons  to  the  danger  of  infection.” 

While  Tulisano  says  that  the 
proposed  statute  does  not  make 
specific  mention  of  AIDS,  he  does 
acknowledge  that  it  was  drafted  in 
response  to  the  recent  publicity  in 
the  New  Haven  case.  In  referring 
to  this  case,  Tulisano  said,  “If 
nobody  can  show  that  [AIDS]  can 
be  transmitted  from  female  to 
male,  then  it  won’t  come  under  the 
statute.” 

The  case  of  the  New  Haven 
woman  demonstrates  the  unequal 
treatment  meted  out  by  the 
criminal  justice  system  to  people 
who  are  outside  the  mainstream.  It 
also  points  out  the  effect  the  media 
can  have  when  it  allows  reporting 
to  be  distorted  by  public  opinion. 
An  appropriate  question  might  be: 
Will  a  law,  proposed  in  a  climate 
of  misinformation  and  addressed 
to  a  particular  group  of  people,  be 
applied  equitably  to  all  people  as 
Tulisano  implies? 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Correction 

Last  week’s  article  about  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  plans  in 
Northampton,  Mass,  referred 
to  this  year’s  event  as  the  sec¬ 
ond  annual  march.  However, 
since  the  first  annual  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Pride  March  in 
Northampton  was  held  in 
1982,  this  year’s  march  will  be 
the  third  annual  event. 

In  that  same  article,  we 
noted  that  local  officials  had 
denied  permission  to  stage  the 
march  on  Saturday,  May  12, 
authorizing  instead  a  march 
for  “Sunday,  May  12.”  We 
meant,  of  course,  that  a  parade 
permit  had  been  issued  for 
Sunday,  May  13. 

We  apologize  for  an  embar¬ 
rassing  lapse  of  memory  and 
sloppy  arithmetic. 
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The  Sounds  of  Our  Lives  On  Radical  Rose 


By  Maida  Tilchen 

An  imaginative  new  concept  in 
lesbian  culture  is  now  available 
from  the  Minneapolis-based  re¬ 
cording  company  Radical  Rose.  It 
is  producing  a  line  of  casette  tapes 
that  includes  live  presentations 
and  workshops,  music,  news  read¬ 
ings  and  the  voices  of  a  diversity  of 
lesbians.  If  you  have  ever  wished 
there  was  a  national  lesbian  radio 
show.  Radical  Rose  tapes  could  be 
described  as  that,  with  the  shows 
coming  through  the  mail  or  at  your 
local  women’s  bookstore  instead 
of  over  the  airwaves. 

Sidney  Spinster,  the  prime 
mover  of  Radical  Rose,  could  be 
described  as  a  second-wave  lesbian 
separatist.  For  a  few  years  now, 
she  has  been  one  of  the  most  out¬ 
spoken  women  calling  for  lesbian- 
only  concerts  and  questioning  the 
mainstreaming  of  women’s  music. 
She  describes  herself  as  a 
“privileged,  upper-class  white 
dyke”  and  has  apparently  commit¬ 
ted  both  money  and  work  to  form¬ 


ing  the  Radical  Rose  company. 
Says  Sidney,  “/will  not  be  silenced 
no  matter  what  —  but  most  of  the 
lesbians  on  our  tapes  would  never 
be  heard  without  us.”  She  started 
Radical  Rose  about  a  year  ago, 
working  with  a  partner,  J.  Hag¬ 
gard.  Their  office  in  Minneapolis 
is  right  next  door  to  the  offices  of 
the  periodical  Lesbian  Inciter /ln- 


sighter/lnsider,  which  Sidney  also 
works  on.  (The  Lesbian  Inciter, 
which  was  reported  to  have  gone 
out  of  business  last  fall,  has  in  fact 
put  out  a  new  spring  issue.)  Anoth¬ 
er  next-door  neighbor  was  the  Les¬ 
bian  Survival  Center,  which  is  now 
defunct  —  one  more  example  of 
the  alarming  decline  in  lesbian 
cultural  institutioons  in  recent 
years  and  one  more  reason  why  the 
new  energy  and  new  ideas  of  Radi¬ 
cal  Rose  are  so  badly  needed  by 
lesbians  nationwide. 

Radical  Rose  now  has  five  taped 
programs  for  sale,  with  four  more 
to  be  released  soon.  By  not  focus¬ 
ing  solely  on  music,  as  almost  all 
other  lesbian  recording  companies 
have  done,  Radical  Rose  has 
found  many  other  exciting  sounds 
to  put  on  tape.  By  using  cassettes, 
they  also  don’t  have  to  sell  thou¬ 
sands  of  copies  to  recover  their 
costs.  And  the  voices  on  the  tapes 
are  not  of  a  few  “stars”  but  of 
many  women  with  much  to  say  to 


lesbians  around  the  world.  Almost 
all  recording  was  done  live,  with 
very  little  editing,  giving  the  tapes 
a  spontaneous,  real-life  quality 
that  will  sound  familiar  to  most 
lesbians.  The  sound  of  a  lesbian 
voice  saying  “then  I  lived  in  the 
Bay  Area,  and  then  I  was  in  North¬ 
ampton”  lets  you  know  you  are  in 
home  territory.  When  I  listen  to  a 


DYKE  PIONEERS 

Lesbian  Songs  by  Sidney  Spinster 


for  wimmin  only 


Holly  Near  tape  1  might  remember 
a  concert,  but  when  I  listen  to  a 
Radical  Rose  tape,  I’m  hearing  the- 
sounds  and  thoughts  of  meetings, 
workshops  and  what  Barbara  and 
Beverly  Smith  have  called  “kit¬ 
chen-table  conversations.”  These 
are  the  sounds  of  our  lives  —  not 
often  found  on  tv,  movies  or  even 
women’s  music  events.  But  they 
are  available  from  Radical  Rose. 
The  sound  quality  of  the  tapes  is 
excellent  and  in  fact  speakers  are 
much  easier  to  hear  than  at  most 
lesbian  gatherings. 

“Jewish  Lesbian  Culture  and 
Anti-Semitism  in  the  Lesbian 
Community”  is  a  recording  of  a 
live  presentation  done  by  Min¬ 
neapolis  Jewish  lesbians  on 
February  23,  1983,  at  A  Woman’s 
Coffeehouse,  a  woman-only  per¬ 
formance  space.  The  program  in¬ 
cludes  women  recounting  their 
personal  experiences  with  Jewish 
childhoods  and/or  anti-Semitism, 
some  songs,  and  readings  from 
published  lesbian  writings  on  these 
topics.  Programs  like  the  Minnea¬ 
polis  one  have  been  held  by  Jewish 
lesbians  in  many  cities  in  the  last 
year  or  two,  as  groups  of  Jewish 
lesbians  have  formed  to  discuss 


With  the  demise  in  recent  years 
of  many  lesbian  periodicals, 
publishing  houses  and  record 
companies,  Radical  Rose  is  a 
very  welcome  and  needed  outlet 
for  keeping  lesbian  culture 
alive  and  lesbians  everywhere 
informed  and  entertained. 


We  Need  Cover  Girls 
and  Boys 


1 


Gay  Community  News  is  trying  to  expand  its  current  roster 
of  volunteer  artists.  We  are  looking  for  illustrators  and  graphic 
designers  who  can  be  called  upon  to  illustrate  our  feature 
articles  and  book  supplements,  as  well  as  design  our  weekly 
covers.  Although  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  pay  our  artists, 
GCN  artists  do  get  exposure  in  the  national  gay 
community. 

One  of  our  art  director’s  current  fantasies  is  to  have  a 
meeting  with  present  and  prospective  artists  to  view  each 
other’s  work,  critique  the  graphic  content  of  the  paper,  and 
discuss  respective  schedules  and  specific  talents. 

If  you  would  like  to  be  a  part  of  this  fantasy,  please 
call  Susan  Yousem  at  426-4469. 

If  you  are  not  from  the  Boston  area  but  would  like  to 
participate,  we  can  use  your  help  on  long-term  supplements 
and  special  issues.  Drop  a  line  with  your  phone  number  to 
Susan  Yousem,  c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor, 

Boston,  MA  02111  and  we’ll  see  if  we  can  work  with  (around?) 
the  U.S.  Postal  Service. 


common  roots  and  combat  anti- 
Semitism  in  the  women’s,  lesbian, 
left-wing  and  right-wing  move¬ 
ments. 

The  two-hour  tape  is  typical  of 
the  content  of  discussions  held  by 
such  groups,  although  the  Min¬ 
neapolis  group  members  have  a 
particularly  homogeneous  Ameri¬ 
can-born  Ashkenazi  (European) 
background.  However,  their  stor¬ 
ies  are  largely  of  midwestern  Jew¬ 
ish  life,  giving  the  tape  a  quality 
that  will  certainly  dispel  some  ster¬ 
eotypes  of  American  Jews.  This  is 
especially  true  in  the  accounts  by 
women  who  grew  up  in  Scandina¬ 
vian  communities,  where  their 
darker  complexions  led  to  racist 
attacks. 

For  those  who  haven’t  had  the 
opportunity  to  attend  any  Jewish 
lesbian  programs,  this  tape  can 
bring  that  experience  right  to  you. 
Fortunatly,  very  little  editing  has 
been  done,  so  the  program  retains 
the  spontaneous  feeling  of  a  live 
event.  The  program  was  clearly 
carefully  planned,  balancing  talk, 
readings,  and  music  in  an  enter¬ 
taining  manner,  but  it  is  not  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  be  any  more  than  what  it 
is,  a  presentation  not  so  much  for 
entertainment  as  for  conscious¬ 
ness-raising  and  self-expression. 
As  one  speaker  says,  “I  want  you 
to  know  about  our  culture,  I  want 
you  to  know  how  we  are  different 
from  you,  and  I  want  you  to  know 
how  and  when  you  are  being  anti- 
Semitic  and  what  you  can  do  to 
change.” 

Some  of  the  highlights  of  the 
tape  include  a  litany  of  anti- 
Semitic  cliches  heard  in  the  lesbian 
community,  a  discussion  of 
“Wha.1 1  like  about  being  Jewish” 
and,  inevitably,  the  whole  group 
sings  “Hine  Ma  Tovu  Manayim,” 
which  seems  to  be  the  only  com¬ 
mon  ground  for  all  American  Jew¬ 
ish  lesbians.  There  is  also  a  most 
chilling  personal  account  about  a 
high  school  social  studies  class 
simulation  game,  in  which  stu¬ 
dents  took  the  roles  of  Jews  or 
Nazis.  The  woman  who  participat¬ 
ed  in  the  game  had  no  idea  at  that 
time  that  she  herself  was  Jewish. 
Her  mother  had  hidden  this  from 
her  because  they  were  living  in  a 
non-Jewish  community  at  the 
time. 

A  good  job  is  done  here  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  program  into  a  verbal, 
spoken  show,  so  that  it  is  not  writ¬ 
ten  work  read  aloud.  This  is  an  im¬ 
portant  factor  in  using  audiotape 
as  a  medium. 

While  this  tape  is  of  great  prac¬ 
tical  use  now,  in  carrying  to  Jews 
and  others  a  great  deal  of  informa¬ 
tion  about  Jews  and  anti-Semit¬ 
ism,  I  believe  it  will  have  long-lived 
historical  value  as  an  almost  un¬ 
filtered  record  of  the  type  of 
discussion  being  held  by  Jewish 
lesbians  in  many  places  in  the  early 


news  show  which  gives  reports  of 
lesbians  resisting  violent  attacks. 

The  Lesbian  Frequency  is  a 
unique  and  innovative  concept  for 
lesbian  culture,  and  it  is  done  very 
well,  with  a  clear  intent  to  satisfy 
the  lesbian  community’s  expecta¬ 
tion  of  anti-racist,  anti-sexist,  in¬ 
clusive  materials.  A  second 
“issue”  of  this  taped  magazine  has 
just  been  released,  and  contains 
similar  programming  plus  more  by 
women  of  color.  The  two  Lesbian 
Frequency  tapes  are  available  to 
lesbians  only. 

Also  available  from  Radical 
Rose  are  Dykes  Resist,  a  90-minute 
account  of  lesbians  fighting  back 
against  male  violence;  I’m  in  Love 
with  Lesbians,  a  lengthy  interview 
with  musician  Maxine  Feldman; 
and  Dyke  Pioneers,  lesbian- 
affirming  songs  by  Sidney  Spins¬ 
ter.  Upcoming  will  be  tapes  by  fly¬ 
ing  thundercloud,  rdoc,  who  is  a 
“womon  of  color,  american  in- 
dyun  and  west  indyun”;  Dykes 
Fight  Back,  which  concerns  direct 
actions  by  lesbians  against  porn 
shops  and  military  bases;  Moon 
Rabbit:  An  Astrological  Look  into 
1984  and  K.  K repps  —  Her  Story, 


i—  |EWISH  LESBIAN  CULTURE  — 

i—  AND  ANTI-SEMITISM  IN - 

i-THE  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY! 


$6.75  recorded  live 

•  for  wimmin  only  • 


a  working  class  lesbian  talking 
about  her  life  in  Cleveland  in  the 
’50s  and  ’60s.  Two  more  music 
tapes  are  planned,  one  by  Barb 
Jensen,  a  working-class  Jewish 
dyke  from  Minneapolis,  and  the 
other  by  Maribeth  Shriner. 

This  is  an  impressive  output  by  a 
lesbian  company  in  a  short 
amount  of  time.  The  choice  of 
cassette  tapes  as  a  medium  is  a  very 
wise  one.  Although  it  certainly, 
takes  money,  skill  and  equipment, 
it  is  a  much  more  accessible  and  in¬ 
expensive  way  to  spread  lesbian 
culture  than  records  or  books. 
With  the  demise  in  recent  years  of 
many  lesbian  periodicals,  publish¬ 
ing  houses  and  record  companies, 
Radical  Rose  is  a  very  welcome 
and  needed  outlet  for  keeping  les¬ 
bian  culture  alive  and  lesbians 
everywhere  informed  and  enter¬ 
tained. 


These  are  the  sounds  of  our 
lives  —  not  often  found  on  tv, 
movies  or  even  women’s  music 
events.  But  they  are  available 
from  Radical  Rose. 


1980s. 

The  Lesbian  Frequency  is 
another  taped  program  from  Radi¬ 
cal  Rose.  It  is  a  two-cassette,  three- 
hour  magazine  for  lesbians.  There 
are  15  different  selections  on  it,  in¬ 
cluding  a  22-minute  interview  with 
Maxine  Feldman;  a  coming-out 
story  by  Toni  A.H.  McNaron;  a. 
description,  with  sound  effects,  of 
how  to  repair  a  bicycle  tire;  three 
songs  by  Liz  Olds  and  one  by 
Sidney  Spinster;  and  42  minutes  of 
a  live  presentation  by  a  Min¬ 
neapolis  Jewish  lesbian  group 
(taken  from  the  tape  described 
previously).  There’s  also  a  lesbian 


The  tapes  Lesbian  Frequency  4\ 
and  Lesbian  Frequency  42  are 
available  for  $8.50  for  each  of  the 
two-tape  sets.  The  Jewish  Lesbian 
program  is  $8.50  for  a  two- tape 
set.  AH  other  tapes  are  $6.50.  If 
more  than  two  tapes  are  ordered, 
subtract  $.  75  per  tape.  Dotby-in  is 
available.  Braille  labels  are  availa¬ 
ble.  There  is  a,  sliding  scale  for 
prices;  write  Radical  Rose  for  de¬ 
tails.  All  tapes  are  "for  wimmin 
only,’’  the  Lesbian  Frequency 
tapes  are  “for  lesbians  only.  ”  Or¬ 
der  tapes  from  Radical  Rose  Re¬ 
cordings,  P.O.  Box  8122,  Minnea¬ 
polis,  MN,  55408. 


GayCommunity  News 

^  THE  WEEKLY  FOR  LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MALES  m  


Notes 

Compiled  by  Michael  Bronski 


orton  loot 

The  Lyric  Stage  on  Beacon  Hill  will  be  pre¬ 
senting  Loot,  Joe  Orton’s  sardonic  look  at 
death,  religion  and  polymorphous  perversity, 
March  21  through  April  22. 

Loot,  which  when  it  opened  on  Broadway  in 
the  late  1960s  offended  almost  every  critic,  is 
about  a  dead  mother,  her  bank  robber  son,  his 
lover,  and  a  most  peculiar  hiding  place  for  the 
loot.  A  vicious  and  funny  attack  on  social  propri¬ 
eties,  Catholicism  and  greed  (all  of  which  are 
vaguely  connected  in  the  play).  Loot  has  be¬ 
come  a  classic  of  the  modern  theater. 

Performances  will  be  Wednesday,  Thursday, 
and  Friday  at  8:00,  Saturdays  at  5:00  and  8:30, 
and  Sundays  at  3:00.  Ticket  prices  range  from 
$6.50  to  $9.00,  depending  on  day  and  perfor¬ 
mance.  For  reservations  and  more  information 
call  742-8703. 


gay  prize  winners 

Three  New  Englanders  have  been  declared 
winners  in  the  Meridian  Gay  Theater’s  play- 
wrighting  contest. 

David  J.  Mauriello  of  Boston  came  in  with  his 
But  Mostly  Because  It's  Raining,  produced 
earlier  this  year  by  the  Alley  Theater  of  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Rane  Arroyo  of  Lynn  won  with  Other 
Couples,  several  plays  about  the  end  of  the 
world.  And  John  Preston  of  Portland,  Maine  won 
for  the  dramatization  of  his  novel  Fanny,  The 
Queen  of  Provincetown. 

There  were  six  other  winners  from  around  the 
country. 

Besides  the  $100.00  prize  money  all  of  the 
plays  will  be  produced  at  a  staged  reading 
series  during  April  and  May  of  this  year. 


culture  night  and  justice 

Women  for  Economic  Justice  will  be  sponsor¬ 
ing  a  “Woman’s  Cultural  Night”  at  8:00  p.m.,  Fri¬ 
day,  March  23,  at  the  Mass  College  of  Art  Audi¬ 
torium,  625  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston.  With  Car¬ 
men  Fields  as  emcee,  the  evening’s  entertain¬ 
ment  will  feature  jazz/blues  singer  Paula  Eliot, 
poet  Kate  Rushin,  Chinese  folk  singer  Li-Wen 
Wang,  the  Denison  House  Dance  Group  and 
others. 

There  will  be  a  cash  bar  and  hors  d’oeuvres. 
Ticket  prices  range  from  $50.00  to  patrons, 
$25.00  for  sponsors,  $5.00  general  admission, 
and  $2.50  for  the  unemployed.  Tickets  will  be 
sold  at  the  door. 


funny  lesbians 

Art  Failures,  a  successful  comedy  about  les¬ 
bian  comics,  will  be  re-opening  because  of  pop¬ 
ular  demand. 

Written  by  Sarah  Schulman  and  Robin  Ep¬ 
stein,  Art  Failures  received  good  reviews  in 
GCN  and  women’s  papers.  It  will  re-open  at  The 
Theatre  of  the  Streets,  130  E.  7th  (corner  of  Ave. 
A)  and  will  be  playing  between  April  6  and  22. 
Tickets  are  $5.00,  $4.00  students.  Reserva¬ 
tions  and  more  information  can  be  obtained  by 
calling  (212)  533-7667. 


kid’s  books  vs.  stereotypes 

The  Council  for  Interracial  Books  for 
Children  (CIBC)  is  a  non-profit  organization 
founded  by  writers,  teachers,  librarians  and 
parents  to  promote  anti-racist  and  anti-sexist 
children’s  literature  and  teaching  methods. 
CIBC  publishes  the  Bulletin,  “which  regularly 
analyzes  children’s  books  and  other  learning 
materials  for  human  and  anti -human 
messages;”  operates  the  Racism-Sexism 
Resource  Center  for  Educators  which 
publishes  reference  books,  lesson  plans  etc. 
designed  to  develop  pluralism  in  schools  and 
society;  and  initiates  programs  that  bring  to 
public  attention  the  unrecognized  talents  of 
Third  World  writers  and  artists.  (Catalog 
available  from  CIBC,  1841  Broadway,  NYC 
10023.) 

A  recent  double-issue  of  the  Bulletin- 


focussed  entirely  on  homophobia  and  its  inter¬ 
connections  with  racism  and  sexism.  Some  of 
the  article  titles  are:  ‘There  is  no  hierarchy  of 
oppressions,”  “The  secret  fear  that  keeps  us 
from  raising  free  children,”  “Recommended 
books  on  gay/lesbian  themes,”  and  “Counter¬ 
ing  homophobia:  a  lesson  plan.” 

This  double-issue  also  includes  sugges¬ 
tions  for  getting  gay  material  into  libraries  and 
short  descriptions  of  lesbian/gay  titles  (fiction 
and  non-fiction). 

The  Bulletin  is  published  8  times  a  year  (in¬ 
stitutional  subs  are  $18,  individual  $12)  and  the 
price  for  this  special  double  issue  is  $3  (50 
cents  for  handling).  Everyone  is  encouraged  to 
order  copies  and  present  them  to  teachers  and 
librarians  (and  parents  and  gay  youth!)  who  are 
(or  should  be)  interested  in  racism,  sexism  and 
homophobia. 


Calendar 

weekly  events 
Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
(BAGLY)  drop-in  center  for  youth  22  and  under  from 
3:30-5pm  at  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St.  (Beacon  Hill) 
Info:  497-8282.  Please  send  all  BAGLY  mail  to:  GCA/,  Box 
10GY,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  02111.  See  Wed.  listings  for 
rap  meeting. 

Boston,  MA  —  A  support  group  including  deaf  and  differently 
abled  women.  Free  brunch.  Captioned  movies,  entertainment 
and  interpreters.  Every  third  Sunday  at  Somewhere  Else,  295 
Franklin  St,  Info:  (617)423-7730. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  Volleyball.  6:30  to  7:30PM,  warm-up 
and  drills.  7:30  to  9:30PM,  play.  Various  levels.  Info/loca¬ 
tion:  Jay  262-4896  or  Harry  536-4540. 

Burlington,  VT  —  Gay  Volleyball.  5:30  to  7:30PM.  Info:(802) 
482-3528  or  (802)  862-4019. 

Boston,  MA  —  "Musically  speaking."  Women's  music, 
ideas,  announcements.  WMBR,  88.1  FM.  1-3pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of  New  England. 
2nd  Sundays.  2pm.  Info:  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5495. 

Boston  —  "Boston’s  Other  Voice."  WR0R,  98.5  FM 
11:30pm. 

Wesf  of  Boston,  MA  -  West  of  Boston  Lesbians.  Social 
events  on  Sunday  afternoons,  twice  a  month.  New  members 
welcome.  Info:  Amy  486-8848  or  Dorothy  875-1108. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Black  and  White  Men  Together  of  Boston 
2nd  Sunday  of  each  month.  Info:  Tom  536-3392  or  Dick 
247-3043 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Overeaters  Anonymous,  lesbian  meeting. 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harvard 
Sq.)  7:30pm.  DOB  office. 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  social  group  alternative  to  the 
bars  on  Cape  Cod,  meets  2nd  Sundays.  Info:  Box  1614, 
Orleans  02653. 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Area  Gay  Youth.  Support  group  for 
youth  16-22.  Rap  session  and  social  time.  Info:  Ron 
225-5622. 

Keene.  NH  —  Potlucks  and  other  fun  get-togethers  for  les¬ 
bians.  1st  Sundays  (2pm)  and  3rd  Tuesdays  or  Wednesdays 
(6pm).  Info:  Keene  Klondykes.  Box  261,  Gilsum  03448. 

Central  VT  —  .Central  Vermont  Gay  Men  (CVGM)  meets  1st 
Sunday  of  the  month  for  socializing,  business  and  a  meal.  In¬ 
to:  Box  42,  Barre  05641 

Northern  VT/NH  —  League  of  Gays  (LOGS)  meets  3rd  Sun¬ 
days.  Info:  (802)  626-3618  or  write.  Box  703.  St.  Johnsbury 
05819 

Orono,  ME  —  Wilde-Stern  Club.  Social/  support  group  for  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  Informal,  friendly  and  open  meetings 
Peabody  Lounge.  3rd  fl.,  Memorial  Union,  UM0,  7pm. 

Augusta.  ME  —  Interweave,  a  support/social/political  group 
for  gay  men  and  lesbians.  Meets  last  Sundays  of  the  month 
Potluck  6:30PM,  program  follows  All  Souls  Unitarian,  11 
King  St. 

Bennington,  VT  —  Lesbian/Gay  Christians  meet  for  in¬ 
terdenominational  bible  study,  prayer  and  discussion. 
Info:  588-6564. 

Gardner,  MA  —  New  Direction.  St.  Michael's  Outreach  Ser¬ 
vice  10AM  Office  hours  7-9AM  and  4-10PM. 
lnfo:(61 7)536-7005. 


Aroostook  County,  ME  —  Northern  Lambda  Nord,  Northern 
Maine  and  New  Brunswick  support  group,  holds  business 
meeting  and  potluck  on  the  last  Sun.  each  month.  Info:  NLN, 
Box  990,  Caribou  04736.  Gay  Phoneline:(207)896-5888. 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  with  a  special  ministry  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity,  meets  at  7pm  In  the  Old  West  Church,  131  Cambridge 
St.  lnfo.523-7664. 

New  Haven,  CT  —  Gay  Fathers  of  New  Haven  meets  biweekly 
on  Sundays  at  7pm.  Info:  P0  Box  5041,  New  Haven  CT 
06520. 


monday 

Waltham,  MA  —  Triskelion,  the  Brandeis  Gay/Lesbian  Coali¬ 
tion.  General  discussion  group  at  9pm.  Usdan  Student  Ctr. 
Conf.  Room  C.  Info:  647-4353,  or  Box  2792,  Brandeis  U., 
Waltham  02254. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Nashua  Area  Gays  meet  at  8pm.  Info:  Tony 
424-3252,  or  write:  Nashua  Area  Gays,  Box  3472,  Nashua 
03061. 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm.  Info:  P0  Box 
1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 

Storrs,  CT  —  Eastern  Conn.  Christian  Gay/Lesbian  Concern¬ 
ed  meets  at  Waggoner  Chapel  of  Storrs  Cong.  Church  on 
UConn  campus.  Info:742-3030  and  872-6531 .  Meets  2nd  and 
4th  Mons.  at  7pm. 


tuesday 

Boston,  MA  —  Urania:  lesbian  and  bisexual  women’s  S/M 
support  group.  Safe,  non-competitive  space  for  women  of  all 
levels  of  experience  to  share  political  and  personal  aspects  of 
our  sexuality.  131  Cambridge  St.  (Govt.  Ctr.)  7:30pm.  Info: 
Hathor  623-7258. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Discussion  and  social 
group.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  S/M  support  group  every  week. 
7:30pm.  Info:  776-7957  Open  to  lesbians  supportive  of  or  in¬ 
to  S/M 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Boston  chapter,  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Lesbians  and  Gays  meets  1st  Tuesday  of  fhe  month  at  First 
Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass  Ave.,  Arlington  Ctr. 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition  meets  2nd 
and  4th  Tuesdays.  Info:  (413)  442-7772. 

Brattleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's 
Coalition  meets  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Com¬ 
mon  Ground  Restaurant.  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Manchester,  NH  —  Manchester  Men's  Group.  Weekly  sup¬ 
port  group  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  7:30pm  for  coffee  and 
discussion.  Info:  Jack  669-0096 

Portland,  ME  —  Gay/Lesbian  Alcoholics  Anonymous  meeting 
at  First  Parish,  Unitarian,  425  Congress  St  8pm.  Open  to  all. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force 
meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farmington  Ave.  7pm.  1st  Tuesdays. 
Info:  249-7691. 

New  London,  CT  —  New  London  People's  Forum.  Support 
group  for  gay  men  and  lesbians.  Info:  536-3095  (4-9pm). 

Boston,  MA  —  Nat.  Ass.  of  Social  Workers.  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Task  Force  meets  1st  Mons  at  8PM  Info:  Lorrie  436-7521  or 
Carrie  482-0557. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  coming  out  discussion  group.  2nd 
Mon.  8PM  All  women  welcome.  Daughters  of  Bilitis.-  1151 
Mass  Ave.  Info: 661  -3663. 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  STD  Clinic  for  men  and  women  of  all  sex¬ 
ual  orientations.  NH  Feminist  Ctr.,  232  Court  St.  (603) 
436-7588.  $15  basic  fee. 


Wednesday 

Boston,  MA  -  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
(BAGLY).  New  persons'  meeting  6:30pm;  general  meeting 
and  group  discussion  7-9pm.  For  youth  22  and  under. 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St.  (Beacon  Hill)  Info: 
497-8282. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus  meets  every  week 
from  7- 10pm  at  the  YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  (Copley  Sq.)  In¬ 
fo:  522-6983. 

Boston,  MA  —  Fathers  in  Transition,  a  group  of  gay/bi  fathers 
meeting  for  friendship  and  support.  Info:  Exodus  Ctr. 
266-0612,  or  write:  Fathers  in  Transition,  c/o  GCN,  Box  6. 
167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  02111. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates  (LAGMA). 
7:30-9:30pm.  New  members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  LAGMA,  c/o  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.  Boston  02111. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lunchtime  for  lesbians.  Isolated  during  the 
workday  downtown?  Interested  in  a  lunchtime  hang¬ 
out/discussion  group?  Come  to  600  Washington  St.  room 
219.  Noon.  Info:  542-5188. 

Boston  —  Medical  Area  Dykes  meets  for  lunch.  Noon  to  1. 
Kresge  Cafeteria,  Harvard  School  of  Public  Health.  Info:  Katy 
732-1090  ext  41 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Associated  Engineers  and 
Scientists  (LAGAES).  lnfo:288-3228. 

Boston  —  Project  Place  orientation.  Every  Wed.  6:30pm,  32 
Rutland  Place  (So  End).  Info:262-3740. 

Boston  -  Lunchtime  for  Lesbians.  Hangout/discussion 
group.  Come  to  600  Washington  St.  Rm  219,  Noon. 
lnfo:542-5188. 

Cambridge,  MA  -  Boston  National  Organization  for  Women 
(NOW)  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force  meets  4th  Wednesdays  at 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.  (Central  Sq.)  Plan  lobbying,  public  educa¬ 
tion  and  consciousness  raising.  Info:  661-6015. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis  35+  women's  discus¬ 
sion  and  social  group.  7:30pm.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harvard  Sq.)  8pm.  2nd  Wednes¬ 
day  and  last  Friday  of  each  month. 

Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Info:  584-4997. 

Hampden  County,  MA  —  Social/support  group  for  lesbians. 
8pm  Info:  Debbie  532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959 

Hyannis,  MA  -  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets  1st  Wednesday 
of  every  month.  7:30pm.  New  members  welcome  Orienta¬ 
tion,  social  meetings.  Warren  Women's  Center,  298  Main  St. 
Into:  771-6739. 

Nashua,  NH  -  Greater  Nashua  Area  of  NH  Lambda  sponsors 
speakers  and/or  raps  on  2nd  Wednesdays  and  4th  Thurs¬ 
days  7.30pm  Business  meets  on  1st  Saturdays.  Info:  (603) 
889-1416 

Hartford,  CT  -  Lesbian  AA  meeting.  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farmington 
Ave  8Dm  Info:  247-8797. 


tnursday 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation,  an  open  discussion 
group.  8-10pm.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  (Central 
Sq.)  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children.  Support  group 
8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St.  (Central 
Sq.)  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  Younger  Lesbian  Support  Group.  All  women  22 
and  under  welcome.  4th  Thurs.  Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151 
Mass  Ave.  lnfo:661-3663. 

Allston  —  Local  group  forming  to  discuss  issues  of  feminism 
and  non-violence.  Meets  1st  and  3rd  Thurs.  Allston-Brighton 
Women  for  Peace  and  Justice.  lnfo:254-2272. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  People's  Gay  Alliance 
meets  1st  and  3rd  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian  Society,  220 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413)  584-7903  or  write  PO  Box  181. 
Northampton  01061. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Gay  Al-Anon  meeting  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men  at  Trinity  Church  Parish  House,  Farmington  Ave. 
7:30pm.  Info:  247-8797. 

friday 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Community  News  (that’s  us)  always  needs 
help  sending  out  the  paper  on  Friday  evenings.  Come  by  for  a 
few  hours  to  167  Tremont  St.  5th  fl.  (on  the  Common,  near 
Boylston  T  stop)  anytime  after  6pm  and  lend  a  hand. 
Refreshments  and  good  times!  Every  body  well  come!  Info: 
426-4469.  Thanks! 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Amazon  Lesbian  Al-Anon  Mt.  Auburn 
Hosp.  Living  Rm.,  Clark  Bldg.  8-9:30pm.  Newcomers  meet¬ 
ing  from  7-8pm  on  the  1st  Friday. 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Weekly  meetings  of  Lesbian  United.  Info: 
Women's  Services  Ctr.  499-2425. 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Men's  Group  meets  at  7:30pm  for 
coffee  and  discussion.  Info:  Herb  485-5612. 

Danbury,  CT  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance  of  Greater  Danbury 
meets  7:30-10pm  in  the  Green  Room  of  First  Congregational 
Church,  corner  of  Deer  Hill  Ave.  and  West  St. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-in  center  for  lesbian 
and  gay  teenagers.  7-9pm  at  the  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farmington 
Ave.,  upstairs.  Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sexual 
Minorities. 

Portland,  ME  —  Gay  People's  Alliance  group.  7-9pm.  Student 
Union  Bldg.  92  Bedford  St.  Info: 780-4085. 

Saturday 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mountain  Club.  Regularly  scheduled 
sports  and  outdoors  events.  General  info:  John  275-1336; 
Linda  734-4066;  John  864-0823.  Volleyball:  Jay  262-4896 
Basketball:  Kieran  232-7229. 

Boston,  MA  —  Front  Runners/Boston.  Gay  men  and  lesbian 
running  club.  Info:  39  Milford,  Boston  02118  or  451-6364 

Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  meets 
every  week  from  1-5pm.  For  youth  14-21.  Info:  MCC 
272-9247  or  Gay  Help  Line  751-3322  (eves). 

Bangor,  ME  —  Interweave,  a  support  group  for  gay  men  adn 
lesbians  Meets  3rd  Sat.  Potluck  at  6pm  followed  by  program. 
Unitarian  Church,  Main  St. 

Burlington,  VT  —  Integrity  (Gay  Episcopalians  and  their 
friends)  meets  1st  and  3rd  Sat.  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  7:55pm 
Info:  Bruce  864-7198. 

Burlington,  VT  —  Vermonters  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights  meets 
at  Pearl's  Restaurant  (upstairs).  1st  and  3rd  Sat.  6-7:30.  In¬ 
fo:  VLGR,  Box  126,  Burl,  05402 
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The  GCN  weekly 
calendar  includes 
events  in  the  Boston 
area  of  interest  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  We  try  not  to 
leave  anything  out  but 
remember,  we  depend 
on  you  to  keep  us  in¬ 
formed.  Let  us  know 
as  early  as  possible 
what  your  group  is 
planning. 

The  deadline  is  Fri¬ 
day  noon  for  the 
following  issue.  Just 
send  the  information 
to  GCN  Calendar,  167 
Tremont  Street,  Fifth 
Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 
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Canadian  folksinger  Ferron  is  coming  to  town  on  Friday,  March  23.  See 
♦  above. 
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Quick  Gay  Guide 


497-8282 


542-0144 

522-6983 


482-0897 


BOSTON-AREA  LESBIAN  AND  GAY1 
BUSINESSES  (BARS,  BOOKSTORES, 
COUNSELING,  MEDICAL,  ACCOMODA¬ 
TIONS,  ETC.)  ARE  LISTED  SEPARATELY 
WITH  THE  DISPLAY  ADS  IN  THIS  PAPER. 

Boston  Area  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

LESBIAN  AND  GAY  HOTLINE  (Spm-Mid.)  Mon-Fri  426-9371 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 

P  O.  Box  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Black  Men-White  Men  Social/Support  Group 
c/o  GCN,  Box  1,  167  Tremont  St.  Boston  02111 
Black  Men's  Assoc.,  PO  Box  827,  Boston  02123 
BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth, 

GCN  Box  10GY,  167  Tremont, 

Boston  02111 

Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
c/o  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  02108 
Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus 
Boston  Institute  for  Gay  Studies 
Box  2750,  Boston  02208 
Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
c/o  Interrante,  24  Greenwich  Pk  #1,  Boston  02118 
Chiltern  Mountain  Club  275-1336 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P  O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  354-1755 

Fathers  in  Transition  (Gay/Bi),  (Ex.Ctr.)266-0621 

c/o  GCN,  Box  6,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  02111 
Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston,  Box  1287, 

Kendall  Sq.,  Cambridge  MA  02142 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 

New  England  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485 

Gay  Professional  Men's  Group  944-4818 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau, 

P.O.  Box  2232,  Boston  02107  354-0133 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Assoc.  Engineers  and  Scientists 
(LGAES/Boston) 

P.O.  Box  1417,  Boston  02117  288-3228 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  423-0942 

c/o  GCN  Box  5,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm)  Mon-Fri  426-9371 

Merrymount  Music  Soc., 

Box  401, 104  Charles  St.  Boston  02114  236-4888 

Outreach  Institute,  Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215  277-3454 
Boston  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays 

P.O.  Box  125-S  101,  Arlington,  MA,  02174  442-2632 

Project  Place,  32  Rutland  St.  02118  267-9150 

Transexual  Hotline  568-0680 

Triangle  Theater,  Box  127,104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
Watchline  (Fri-Mon  7-10pm)  262-5250 

POLITICAL/LEGAL _ 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political  Alliance,  Box  65, 

Boston,  02117  247-3910 

B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association 
B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance 
PO  Box  1273,  Cambridge  02238 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  482-3170 

47  Winter  St„  02108 

GLAD  (Gay  &  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders) 

100  Boylston  Suite  900  Boston,  02116  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner  Project 
c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont,  Boston  02111 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 

Box  179,  118  Mass.  Ave.  Boston  02115 
National  Lawyers  Guild, 

14  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108 


Tapestry  Inc.  20  Sacramento  St., 
Cambridge  02138 

Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment) 


661-0248 

956-5293 


STUDENT 


Eastern  Mass.  (6i 7) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Gay  Hotline  756-0730 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  806,  Marblehead,  01945  745-3848 

Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

So.  Shore  Gay  S  Lesbian  Alliance 

Box  712,  Bridgewater  02324  584-4997 

Tri-County  Assoc.,  c/o  219  East  Main  St, 

Milford  01757  473-3529 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley,  PO.  Box  321,  Methuen  01844 

WOMEN 


New  Bedford  Women’s  Clinic  996-3341 

Womantide  (lesbian  magazine), PO  Box  963,  P'town  02657 

487-3393 


STUDENT 


Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main,  A-70 

Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Univ.)  Students 

South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804' 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 

Western  Mass.  (413) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1562, 

Pittsfield  01201,  442-1819 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst  545-2645 

GALA  (Gay  And  Lesbian  Activists) 

Box  1084,  Northampton  01061 
Help  Line  664-6391 , 664-6392 

Pioneer  Valley  People's  Gay  Alliance 
Box  181,  Northampton,  01061  584-7903 

MCC  Springfield,  PO  Box  15576, 

Springfield  01 105  (M-Sat  7-10pm)532-521 1 

WOMEN 


Valley  Wimmins  Connection 
Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 
Northampton  01060 
Everywomen's  Center,  Amherst 
Franklin  Cty.  Lesbian  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  235,  Deerfield  01342 
Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst 
Lesbians  United  33  Pearl  St,  Pittsfield,  01201 
New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 
Box  402,  Florence,  MA  01060 
Southwest  Women's  Center 


586-6445 


584-4580 

545-0883 


545-3438 

499-2425 


584-7616 

545-0626 


Valley  Lesbian  Alliance 

STUDENT 


665-4705;  253-3082,  774-5464 


545-2645 


262-1565 


227-7335 


Hampshire  College  Gay  Men's  Alliance 
Box  89,  Amherst  01002 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Men’s  Counseling  Collective 
406F  UMass  Student  Union,  Amherst 
Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01 003  545-3438 

People's  Gay  Alliance,  413  Student  Union  RSO  242, 
UMass  Amherst  01003  545-0154 

Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 
S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Williamstown  01267 


Boston  Intercollegiate  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
c/o  GAMIT,  Rm  50-306,  Cambridge  02139 
Northeastern  U.  Lambda,  260  Ell  Ctr., 

360  Huntungton  Ave.,  Boston  021 15  437-2738 

GAMIT  (Gays  at  MIT), 

MIT  50-306  Walker,  Cambridge  02139  253-5440 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Student  Assoc.,  Harvard  197  Memorial 
Hall,  Cambridge  02138  495-5476 

Harvard  Lesbian  and  Gay  Medical/Dental  Students  Group 
Box  250c,  107  Ave.  Louis  Pasteur,  Boston  02115 
Babson  College,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  A,  Babson  Park.WelIsley,  02157 
Tufts  U.,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community, 
c/o  Student  Activities  Off.,  Medford  02155  628-2818 

Boston  College  G  and  L  Support  Group, 

Haley  House,  Chestnut  Hill  02167 
Northeastern  School  of  Law,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
400  Huntington  Ave,  Boston  02115 
U/Mass/Boston,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Ctr., 

Rm  1-4-178,  Dorchester  02125  929-8276 

Brandeis  U„  Triskelion,  Box  2275  Waltham  02254 

647-4491  or  647-4899 
Boston  U.,  Gays  and  Lesbians, c/o  Program  Resources 
Off., 

Sherman  Union,  Boston  02215 
Yale  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alumni/Boston, 
c/o  GCN  Box  7,  167  Tremont,  Boston  02111 
Wellesley  Lesbians  &  Friends,  Feminist  Coop 
Oakwoods,  Wellesley  Coll.  Wellesley  MA  02151 

WOMEN _ 

Aradia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807 

Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Dyke  Doctors  (Lesbian  Physicians,  Med  Students 
Health  Profs)  524-6355 

Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  339,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers  723-6327 

Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Lesbian  S/M  Group  776-7957 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139  661-6015 

Somerville  Women's  Center,  1  Summer  St.,  02143  628-6311 
Tufts  Women's  Center  628-5000x3184 

Urania  (lesbian  and  bisexual  women's  S/M  group) 

Box  23, 89  Mass  Ave.,  Boston  01225  623-7258 

Women's  Alcoholism  Program, 

6  Camelia  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

RELIGIOUS  _ 

AmTikva  782-8894 

P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  021 14  536-6518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk.,  Cambridge  227-91 18 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  964-0996 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Lesbian/Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

MEDIA 

Boston's  Other  Voice,  WROR,  98.5FM  Dennis  353-0225 
Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets  661-7534 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates  (LAGMA) 
c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont,  02111 
Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88.1FM,  Sun.  1-3) 

Melanie  494-8810 

Women's  Educ.  Media,  47  Cherry  St. 

Somerville  02144  666-0350 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

AIDS  Action  Committee 
c/o  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St.  02115 
AIDS  Hotline 

M-F  3-9pm  Sat  10am-4pm  536-7733 

Boston  Free  VD  Info  1-800-272-2577 

(8am-10pm,  M-F) 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  426-9444 

Exodus  Ctr.,  25  Huntington  Ave.  02116  266-0612 

Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics)  843-5300 

North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling 
Program  (non-profit)  744-5322 


Connecticut  (203) 

I N  FORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Black  and  White  Men  Together, 

58  Winchester  Ave.,  New  Haven  06511 

562-2906,933-0185 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139,  New  Haven  06505 
Helpline  for  Greater  Danbury  426-4922 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance  of  Greater  Danbury, 
c/o  Box  2045,  Danbury  06810 
Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-S  1-11  pm, 

Sun  1-5  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard,  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box  72, 06501;  M-F  8-11  pm  624-6869 

Gay  Spirit  (WWUH,  91.3FM)  Thurs  8:30pm 
George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce  249-7691 

Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National  Archives, 

One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC,  Hartford  06103  547-1281 

WOMEN _ 

Gay  Women's  Collective,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  U-1 18,  UConn,  Storrs  06268  486-4738 

Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective, 

22  Allen  PI.  #B3,  Hartford  06106  249-0504 

The  Newsletter,  a  lesbian  position, 

PO  Box  3075,  New  Haven  06515 
Women's  Center,  Hartford,  c/o  Hill  Ctr., 

350  Farmington  Ave,  Hartford  06106  249-7691 

Women’s  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040  646-4900 

Women's  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828  486-4738 

Women's  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Women's  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

614  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510  776-2658 

STUDENT _ 

Alternate  Lifestyles  Awareness  Group, 

Social  Work  House,  Farnham  Ave., 

New  Haven  06515 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
c/o  Chaplain's  Office,  Hartford  06106 
Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268  486-2273 

Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457  347-941 1 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  at  Conn.  College  442-7458 
P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Gay  Student  Ctr.  Yale,  Box  2031,  New  Haven  06520 
Lesbian/Gay  Student  Alliance  UConn 
W.  Hartford  06117  523-4841  x-267 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Yalesbians,  c/o  Yale  Women’s  Ctr, 

5051  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Fairfield  County, 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  5335,  Hamden  06518 
Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507  787-1518 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505  777-9808 

ME  D I CA  L/COU  NSELING 

Gay  AA  (Danbury)  426-4922,748-5341 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520  436-8354 


397-4331 

527-3151 


Maine  (207) 


Bowdoln  College  Gay/Straight  Alliance. 

Brunswick  04011 

Dignity/Maine,  Box  7021,  Lewiston  04240 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance,  Box  O,  Ellsworth  04605 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 

92  Bedford  St.,  Portland  04103  780-4085 

Interweave:  Unit. /Univ.  Gay/Lesbian 
Community,  Box  215,  Augusta  04330  797-3246 

Lesbian  Rap  Group,  92  Bedford  St.,  Portland 
MCC  Portland,  Box  583  Westbrook  04092 
Mid-Coast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  496,  Camden  04843  236-9015 
Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast  04915 
Portland  Women’s  Community 
c/o  D.  Elze,  15  Deering  Ave.,  Portland  04101 
Unitarian-Universalist  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
125  Auburn  St.,  Portland  04104  773-2121 

Wllde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.of  Maine,  Orono  04469  581-1288 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays  549-7325(eves  &  wkends) 

Orthodox  Community  of  Holy  Apostles, 

RFD  Box  680,  N.  Whitefield  04353  549-7325 

The  Maine  Chapter  ( social  org.)  Box  1255,  Ellsworth  04605 

New  Hampshire(603) 

Gay  NH  Infoline,  lOam-IOpm,  Concord  485-5612 

Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  424-3252 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301; 

224-3785,  889-1416, 

746-3339;  (crisis)  483-2592. 

Greater  Nashua  Area  NH  Lambda, 

P.O.  Box  6443,  Nashua  03063  889-1416 

Speakers  Bureau,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301 
Concord  Area  Gay  Youth, 

Box  832,  Concord  03301  (Ron)  225-5622 

Concord  Men's  Group 

Box  832,  Concord  03301  (Herb)  485-5612 

Suncook  Gay  Prisoner  Project  485-5612 

Gemini,  Keene  Support  Group, 

Box  461,  W.  Swanzey,  03469 
Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  1394  Portsmouth  03801 
Full  Circle,  monthly  calender  of  women's  events, 

Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Iris,  a  women's  club 

40  Pleasant  St.,  Portsmouth  03801  436-8958 

Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 
Campus  Gay  Awareness,  Mem.  U,  UNH  Durham  03824 
Dartmouth  Gay  Students'  Assoc. 

Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 
Information  Outlet  1-800-852-3311 

Keene  Klondykes,  Box  261, 

Gilsum  03448  827-3766;  847-9589 

Manchester  Men's  Group 

P.O.  Box  3734,  Manchester  03105  Jack  669-0096 


Rhode  Island  (401) 

Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  751-3322,  272-9247 
Families  of  Gay  Persons  723-0050 

Gay  Help  Line  751-3322 

Box  5671 ,  Weybosset  Hill  Sta.  02903  8pm-midnight 
Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I.,  728-9269 

c/o  903  Broad  St.,  Providence  02907  728-6023 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  331-2047 

Brown  Lesban  Collective, c/o  Sarah  Doyle  Ctr. 

Box  1829  Brown  U.,  185  Meeting  St., 

Prividence  02912  863-2189 

186  Meeting  St.,  Providence,  02912  863-2189 

Social  Group  for  Gay  Women  over  25 
Box  22,  77  Ives  St.,  Providence  02906 
Women’s  Growth  Ctr., 

97  Knowles  St.,  Pawtucket  02860  728-6023 

Brown/RISD  Gay  Students,  Box  49,  Brown  U., 

Providence  02912  863-3062 

Brown  U.  Lesbian/Gay  Alumnae/i  Assoc., 

GCN  Box  5,  167  Tremont, 

Boston  021 1 1  (617)  720-1870,  661-7223 

Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861  942-9400 

MCC/Providence,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence  272-9247 

MCC  Special  Ministry  (terminally  ill,  aged  and 
handicapped),  Rev.  George  McDermott  272-9247 


Vermont  (802) 

Gay  AA/Burlington  863-5164 

Central  Vermont  Gay  Men,  (CVGM), 

Box  42,  Barre  05641 
Gay  Student  Alliance 

Box  987,  Johnson  State  Coll.,  Johnson  05656 
Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  Vt.Box  45,  Billings  Center 
Burlington  05405 
Gay  People  at  Middlebury 

Box  D56,  Middlebury  College,  05753 
Gay  Volleyball  482-3528,862-4019 

c/o  Box  99,  Hinesburg  05461 
Interweave,  Box  527,  Derby  05830 
Johnson  St.  Coll.  Gay  Student  All. 

Box  987,  JSC,  Johnson  05656 
Lifestyles,  Box  534,  St.  Johnsbury  05819 
Rutland  Area  Gays  (RAGS),  Box  147, 
Center  Rutland  05736  (2nd  Sats) 

Social  Alt.  for  Gay  Men  (SAM), 

Box  479,  Norwich,  VT  05055  649-1304 

Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men  387-GAYS  or  (603)  756-4226 
Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men's 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 
Southern  Vermont  Women’s  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701  775-1946 

Vermonters  for  Lesbian/Gay  Rights  (VLGR), 

Pearl's  Restaurant,  Pearl  St,  Burlington  879-1867 

Women's  Center,  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401  863-1236 

Integrity,  Box  126,  Burlington  05402  864-7198 


New  York  City  (212) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Ass’n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

1 10  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Black  and  White  Men  Together/NY 
Box  148,  Ansonia  Sta.,  NYC  10023 
Chelsea  Gay  Association 

132  W  24th  St„  10011  772-0404 

Christopher  St.  Lib.  Day  Comm. 

147  W.  42nd,  Rm  603  10036  947-0949 

FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids  989-6653 

Gay  Atheist  League  of  America 
P.O.  Box  2111,  Rock. Ctr.  NYC  10185  595-1445 

Dial  a  Gay  Atheist  873-2331 

Gay  History  Archive,  Box  2,  Village,  10014  473-5884 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Youth  of  NY 
208  W  13th  St.  NYC,  10011  834-0310 

Gay  Male  S/M  Activists,  132  W.  24th  St.,  10011 
Gay  Switchboard  777-1800 

Gay  Teachers  Assoc.,  Box  435, 

Van  Brunt  Sta.,  Brooklyn  11215  789-8176, 877-0063 

Gay  Vegetarians  David  876-4381 

Gayellow  Pages,  P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta.  10014  744-2785 
Girth  and  Mirth  Club 

c/o  DMS,  Box  513,  132  W.  24th  St.,  NYC  10011 
NYC  Union  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
c/o  Tan  Box  24,  Brooklyn  11201 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174,  NYC  10018 
Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environment 

208  W.  13th  St.  741-2247 

Upper  West  Side  Lesbian  &  Gay  Assoc. 

165  W.  86th  St.,  10024 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

Greenwich  House,  27  Barrow  St.  242-4 1 40 


924-2970 


Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  P.O.  Box  1258, 101 16  874-7232 
Lesbian  Switchboard,  243  W.  20th  St.  10010  741-2610 

POLITICAL/  LEGAL _ 

Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 
29  W  21  st  St. 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Progressive  Health  Network, 

300  Riverside  Dr.,  Suite  1 1E,  NYC  10025 
Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  988-3012 
The  New  York  Law  Group,  PO  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Sta.  10163  628-8532 

GREAT  (Gay  Racially  Equal  and  Together) 

Men  of  Gotham,  Box  834,  Brooklyn  11202 
Lambda  Legal  Defense,  132  W.  43rd,  10036  944-9488 

Lavender  Left  Network 

Box  512,  Village  Sta.  10014  533-4907 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force,  80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601,  10011 

741-5800 


RELIGIOUS 


Gay  &  Lesbian  Interreligious  Coalition 
c/o  Strickler,  31  Bethane  NYC  10014 
Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004  242-6616 

Congregation  Beth  Simchat  Torah, 

155  Bank  St.  10014  929-9498 

Dignity/Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics, 

Box  1554,  FDR  Sta.  10150  869-3050 

Evangelicals  Concerned  688-0628 

Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549, 10001  989-6653 

Lutherans  for  Lesbian  8  Gay  Concerns, 

Box  2217,  Brooklyn  1 1 202  596-3839, 278-5066 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.,  10011  242-1212 

Presby.  for  Les/Gay  Concerns  866-3580 

Trinity  MCC,  152  W  66th  St. 

(mail)  Box  1707  NYC  10163 

MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT 


255-4713 

869-3981 

964-7272 

925-8021 

989-7963 


Gay  Theatre  Alliance  Box  294, 10014 
Meridian  Gay  Theatre,  137  W.  22nd  St. 

NYC  10011 

NYC  News,  Box  2171-G.C.C.  10163 
NY  Native,  249  W.  Broadway,  NYC  10013 
Womanews,  PO  Box  220,  Village  Sta.  10014 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  People  at  Columbia 

Earl  Hall,  Rm  304  10027  280-5113 

New  York  U.  Gay  People's  Union 
Loeb  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810  598-7056 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Gay  Men's  Health  Project 
74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014 
Gay  Nurses  Alliance 
44  St.  Marks  PI.  10003 
Homosexual  Community  Counseling  Ctr. 

Identity  House 
Institute  For  Human  Identity 
National  Gay  Health  Coalition 
c/o  Vachon,  506  W.  42nd  St.  #E5,  NYC  10036,  563-6313 

Nat.  Gay  Health  Ed.  Found 

Box  834,  Linden  Hill,  NYC  1 1354  563-6313 

Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis,  Box  274, 

132  W.  24th  St.,  NYC  10011  807-6655,  6664 

St.  Mark's  Clinic,  88  University  PL, 

NYC  10003  691-8282 

AIDS  Hotline  800-221-7044 


691-6969 


688-0628 

243-8181 

799-9432 


Gay  Phoneline  (Caribou)  896-5888 

AWA  (Male),  Box  746,  Old  Orchard  Beach  04064 
Bates  Gay/Straight  Alliance,  Health  Ctr. 

Bates  College,  Lewiston  04240 


WOMEN 


All  The  Queens  Women,  Box  271,  Sta.  A. 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Gay  Women's  Alternative,  4  W.  76th  St.  10023  532-8669 


New  York  State 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)483-2050 

374  Woodfield  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-11pm), 

332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)  462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  1 1968  (516)  324-2468 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley,  (716)  244-8640 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14614  or  244-9030 

Gay  Concerns  Committee, 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington  11743 
Gay  Connection  (Th  and  Fri,  8-1 1pm)  (716)275-8341 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline,  (Fri-Sun,  7:30-10  p.m.)  (607)797-3453 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

Syracuse  13202  (315)  475-6857 

Gaymen  and  Lesbians  in  Brookhaven,  PO  Box  203, 
Brookhaven  (516)286-3178 

Middle  Earth  Switchboard 

(gay  peer  counseling)  (516)826-0600 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l,  c/o  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  11746  (516)427-3683 

Parents  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men  (914)793-5198 

WOMEN _ 

Bisexual/Gay  Women’s  Action  Line  (516)791-5565 

Herizon  —  A  Woman's  Space,  77  State  St.,  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-9030 

Lesbian  Switchboard  (Mon,  7-9  p.m.)  (607)  722-3629 

MEN _ 

Rochester  Gay  Men's  Gathering 
713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Westchester  Gay  Men's  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains,  10601 

Gay  Hotline (8-11pm)  (914)948-4922 

RELIGIOUS _ 

(Unitarian  Universallst  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054  (518)439-9451 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester,  42  Tyler  House, 

17  So.  Fltzhugh  St.,  Rochester  14614  (716)  232-6521 

Dignity/L.l.,  P.O.  621P,  Bayshore  11706 
Presby.  for  Les/Gay  Concerns  (716)442-5117 

STUDENT/YOUTH _ 

Extended  Family  for  Gay  Youth 
989  Park  Ave,  Huntington  11743  (516)549-1619 

Gay  People  at  Cornell 

207  Willard  Straight,  Ithaca  T4853  (607)  256-6482 

Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 

Gay  Academic  Union,  Merrill  Ctr,  Willson  Commons 
Rochester,  14627 

Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmingdale  (516)  420-2134 

Gay  Peoples  Alliance  SUNY  Buffalo 

111  Talbert  Hall  14260  (716)636-3063 

Gay  And  Lesbian  Alliance,  c/o  SUNY 
Student  Un.,Rm  045B,  Stony  Brook  11794  246-7943 

Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance,  SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Teen  Gays  of  New  York 

385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202  (315)475-6857 

Vassar  Gay  People's  Alliance,  Box  271,  Vassar 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12601 

MEDIA _  _ 

Gay  Alliance  of  the  Genesee  Valley, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-8640, 244-9030 
Gay  Spirit  (WUSB,  90.1  FM)  Tues.  6-7  p.m.  246-7901 

Long  Island  Connection  P.O.Box  601, 

Huntington  11743  (513)673-3795 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
^c/^Lookjn^^ft^UN1^inghamton  1390^^^^^^^^ 

PLEASE  UPDATE  YOUR  LISTINGS  AS  SOON  AS 
POSSIBLE  BY  WRITING;  QGG,  c/o  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

GCN  OFFERS  THIS  GUIDE  AS  A  SERVICE  TO 
THE  COMMUNITY.  WHENEVER  POSSIBLE 
ORGANIZATIONS  LISTED  SHOULD  FEEL  FREE  TO 
SUPPORT  THIS  LISTING  WITH  A  CONTRIBUTION 
($10/YEAR;  MORE  IF  YOU  CAN,  LESS  IF  YOU 
CAN’T). 
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Sex  According  to  Irving 


The  cast  of  Hotel  New  Hampshire :  (back  row  left  to  right)Wilford 
Brimley,  Beau  Bridges,  Lisa  Banes;  (center)  Jennifer  Dundas,  Rob 
Lowe,  Jodie  Foster,  Paul  McCrane;  (front)  Seth  Green  and  dog. 


The  Hotel  New  Hampshire. 

Directed  by  Tony  Richardson. 
From  the  novel  by  John  Irving. 
With  Beau  Bridges,  Jodie  Foster, 
Rob  Lowe,  and  Nastassja  Kinski. 
Running  time  110  min.  At  the 
Sack. 

Bv  Michael  Bronski 
The  Hotel  New  Hampshire  is 
such  a  frightful  movie  that  you 


leave  holding  your  head  wonder¬ 
ing  what  to  think  about  it.  Some 
films  are  simply  bad;  they  are  in¬ 
eptly  done  or  shoddily  made.  You 
might  like  the  story,  or  the  con¬ 
tent,  or  even  what  it  is  trying  to 
say,  but  if  it  doesn’t  hold  you  to 
your  seat  it  probably  isn’t  a  very 
good  film. 

The  Hotel  New  Hampshire  is  ac¬ 
tually  well  made.  Directed  by 
Tony  Richardson  (who  did  Tom 
Jones  more  than  20  years  ago),  it 
looks  good,  holds  together  and  has 
more  than  its  share  of  respectable 
acting.  The  problem  is  that  the 
content  —  what  it  is  about  —  has  a 
candy  coating  of  a  pleasant, 
sprawling  family  drama  but  leaves 
a  nasty  taste  that  all  the  pretty 


photography  and  good-looking 
people  can’t  hide. 

Based  on  John  Irving’s  best 
seller  of  the  same  name,  the  film 
details  several  years  in  the  life  of 
the  Berry  family,  a  family  who 
with  their  tight  bonds  seem  to  be 
able  to  overcome  any  number  of 
disasters.  In  fact,  this  family  is  so 
disaster-prone  you  would  certainly 
think  twice  if  they  moved  in  next 


door  to  you.  We  first  meet  John 
Berry  (Beau  Bridges)  and  his  wife 
as  they  move  into  a  big  empty  hotel 
close  to  the  New  England  school  in 
which  John  teaches.  They  are  a 
happy-go-lucky  couple  with  lots  of 
children:  Franny  (Jodie  Foster),  a 
good  looking,  precocious,  cynical 
high-schooler  who  is  in  love  with 
her  brother  John  (Rob  Lowe),  a 
good  looking  body-builder  who 
returns  her  love;  their  brother 
Frank  (Paul  McCrane),  who  is 
gay,  or  “queer”  as  the  film  puts  it, 
and  likable,  but  weird;  their 
younger  sister  Lilly  (Jennie  Dun¬ 
das)  who  doesn’t  seem  to  be  grow¬ 
ing,  but  ends  up  writing  a  novel; 
and  their  little  brother  Egg  (Seth 
Green),  who  doesn’t  do  much  but 


looks  quite  cute. 

As  in  The  World  According  to 
Garp, novelist  Irving  sees  the  fami¬ 
ly  as  a  heaven  in  a  deeply  heartless 
world.  Nothing  in  their  life  seems 
to  go  right.  First  the  school  bullies 
beat  up  Frank  for  being  gay.  Then 
Franny  gets  raped  by  the  football 
team.  Then  the  dog  is  put  to  sleep 
and  the  grandfather  dies  and  then 
there  is  a  plane  crash  and  they  end 
up  in  Vienna  running  a  new  hotel 
but  are  captured  by  radical  ter¬ 
rorists.  A  second  series  of  equally 
horrible  things  happens  but  it 
would  be  giving  away  most  of  the 
film  to  list  them.  (This  is  the  sort  of 
novel  adaptation  where  they  fry  to 
cram  everything  in  and  it  feels 
more  like  Cliff  Notes  than  a  film.) 

So  much  happens  in  the  film, 
and  the  novel,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  Irving  has  had  to  people  it 
with  odd  types:  incestuous 
brothers  and  sisters,  gay  men, 
crazy  terrorists,  a  German  doc¬ 
tor/hotel  keeper  with  a  dancing 
bear,  who  is  later  reincarnated  as  a 
lesbian  who  feels  she  is  ugly  and 
hides  in  a  bear  costume.  But  no 
matter  how  varied  the  characters 
are  there  seems  to  be  a  pattern  to 
the  characterizations.  Most  of  the 
women  in  the  film  are  either 
viewed  as  whores  or  perceived  as 
sluts,  or  are  in  some  way  sexually 
abnormal.  They  are  generally 
given  a  broader  range  than  in 
Garp,  where  they  were  either  frigid 
or  castrators.  The  women  here  are 
more  sexual.  But  the  sexuality  is 
clearly  defined.  The  waitress  who 
works  at  the  hotel  ,  the  football 
player’s  sister,  the  lead  singer  for 
the  rock  band  and  even  the  young 
terrorist  (Amanda  Plummer),  who 


is  too-cutely  named  “Miss  Car¬ 
riage,”  spend  all  their  time  making 
sexual  demands  upon  the  men  — 
mostly  young  John,  who  only  has 
eyes  for  his  sister. 

Irving’s  view  of  sexuality 
parades  itself  as  open,  loose  and 
life-affirming,  but  underneath  all 
of  the  polymorphous  perverse  an¬ 
tics  there  is  a  deep-seated  conser¬ 
vatism.  While  the  family  is  in  Vien¬ 
na  they  meet  Susie,  a  lesbian  who 
is  so  insecure  that  she  doesn’t 
comb  her  hair  and  masquerades  as 
a  bear.  Susie  falls  in  love  with 


Franny  (who  has  not  been  able  to 
have  sex  since  the  rape)  and  they 
have  a  little  affair.  Little  because 
Franny  could  never  really  be  a  les¬ 
bian  since  that  would  be  anti¬ 
family  and  family  is  all-important 
in  the  heterosexual  universe  of 
John  Irving.  In  fact,  Susie  is  not 
really  a  lesbian  either,  it  turns  out, 
and  all  she  needs  is  to  fall  in  love 
with  brother,  John,  after  which  she 
combs  her  hair  and  takes  off  the 
bear  outfit.  In  fact  the  most  likable 
woman  in  The  Hotel  New  Hamp- 

Continued  on  page  14 


Irving’s  view  of  sexuality  parades 
itself  as  open,  loose  and 
life-affirming,  but  underneath  all 
of  the  polymorphous  perverse 
antics  there  is  a  deep-seated 
conservatism. 


BOSTON-AREA  GAY/LESBIAN  BUSINESS  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

WATERSHIP  INN 
P.O.Box  918 
7  Winthrop  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094 

ACUPUNCTURE 

SEAN  VARNUM 
Suite  401 
678  Mass  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  576-2114 
(617)  321-8818 

LIMOUSINE  SERVICES 

WAITES  ROLLS  ROYCE 
LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 
Christopher  Waites 
(617)  567-0420 
(305)  564-1292 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

DR.  JAN  RISING 
418  Washington  St., 

Suite  112 

Brighton,  MA  02135 
(617)  782-0267 

CINEMA 


ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St. 
Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)  482-4661 

NORTH  STATION 
CINEMA  2 
175  Portland  St. 
Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-0513 


DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  D.M.D. 
739  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1500 

ILLUSTRATION/DESIGN 

Jean  Vallon 
Everett  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-3278 

GYMS 


SOUTH  END  GYM 

46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston  MA 
(617)  451-3514 

NEW  ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S  GYM 
1261  Cambridge  St. 
Inman  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA 
497-9776 

HOME  REPAIRS 

GEORGE  W.  CASPER 

47  Waldeck  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3228 

INFORMATION/MEDIA 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 
143  Albany  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
661-6975 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

DR.  STEPHEN  J. 
GOLBURGH 
Licensed  Clinical 
Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.  #231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 


JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
COUNSELING  AND 
HYPNOSIS 
8  Woodbury  Court 
Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  745-2939 

GENDER  IDENTITY 
SERVICE  OF 
NEW  ENGLAND 
136  Causeway  St. 

Hudson,  MA  01749 
(617)  568-0680 

CLINICAL 
PSYCHOLOGICAL 
ASSOCIATES 
Dr.  Herbert  Lovett 
Dr.  Beth  Leimkuhler 
36  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  292-4532 
ALLAN  SINGER,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Copley  Square 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-2240 
ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

LAMBDA  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
324  Marlborough  St. 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1729 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  661-0248 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St.  Rm.  219 
Boston,  MA  02111 

NORTH  SHORE  CMHC 
COUNSELING 
47  Congress  St. 

Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  744-5322 

PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 

SOUTHERN  JAMAICA 
PLAIN  HEALTH 
CENTER 
687  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-5900 


THE  NEXT  STEP 
Counseling  and  Training 
Cambridge  &  Newton  Offices 
(617)  491-6430 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-7573 

MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

25  Huntington  Ave.  #331 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-0225 

COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE 
MA,  COUNSELING 
110  Orchard  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 
FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
02172 

(617)  926-4289 

PODIATRY 

A  HOUSECALL 
Jeanne  M.  Arnold,  DPM 
William  A.  Sandberg, 

DPM 

(617)  396-7527 

REMODELING 


T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS,  INC. 
36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea,  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 
LITTLE  BEAR  AND 
COMPANY 
(617)  296-1770 

LANDSCAPE  DESIGN/BUILD 

BEST  LANDSCAPE 
DESIGN  CO. 

53  Hawthorne  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-6377 
ROGER  WASHBURN 
Licensed  Landscape 
Architect 
53  Hawthorne  St. 

Somerville,  Ma.  02144 
(617)  776-6377 


REAL  ESTATE 

MARK  THOMAS  CO, 

LTD 

Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-2209 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO. 
INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

TAX  PREPARATION 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 


FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 
Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

WOMEN 


NEW  WORDS 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  190 
373  Commercial  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

WOMEN’S  BARS 

THE  MARQUEE 
512  Mass  Ave 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
492-9545 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston,  MA 
423-7730 

BOOKSTORES 


GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your  busi¬ 
ness  or  service  listed  (for  only 
$100.00  per  year)  call  426-4469 
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a  play  by 
jesse  mavro 


directed  by 
marty  kingsbury 


friday  and  Saturday 
march  16-31  8:00  p.m. 
tickets  $5  at  the  door 


women  s  evening 
march  24 


the  story  of  vera, 
an  anonymous  woman  knight 
at  old  Cambridge  baptist  church 
1151  massachusetts  avenue 


Your  You-Know-What 


By  Freddie  Greenfield 
People  were  saying,  throwing 
down  their  shovels,  saying,  “Fuck 
this.” 

1  was  young,  six  years  old  at  the 
time,  standing  near  the  rim  of  the 
ditch  where  these  people  worked. 
Works  Progress  Administration 
people  they  were  called.  Oh,  1 
understood  what  “Fuck  this” 
meant.  Shirtless  sweating  men,  sun 
burnt  bronze  from  the  waist  up 
and  those  that  wore  caps  had  a 
white  halo  on  their  foreheads 
where  the  cap’s  visor  blocked  out 
the  sun.  Anyway,  every  day  some 


Still  waiting. 


of  them  would  quit  working  for 
the  WPA  and  it  seemed  to  me  they 
all  quit  violently,  not  against 
anybody  particularly  but  against 
the  shovel,  against  the  shovel  and 
the  ditch  together  because  for  the 
most  part  that’s  where  the  shovel 
would  end  up,  slammed  hard  into 
the  earth  on  the  bottom  of  the 
ditch  with  them  yelling  loud 
enough  so  that  people,  people  that 
didn’t  care  one  way  or  another 
whether  they  were  working  or 
quitting  or  fucking  this  or  not 
fucking  this,  could  hear.  Of  course 
if  they  were  black  people  and  they 
took  off  their  caps  it  was  barely 
discernible,  you  would  have  to 
look  close  at  their  foreheads  to  see 
where  the  cap’s  visor  had  blocked 
out  the  hot  tanning  sun,  giving 
them  that  funny-looking  halo. 

Certainly  1  didn’t  care  if  they 
worked  or  didn’t.  Only  once  when 
I  saw  this  dark  brown  man  throw 
down  his  shovel,  yelling,  “Fuck 
this”  even  before  the  shovel  hit  the 
ground,  did  I  show  any  concern 


and  of  course  it  wasn’t  for  the  idea 
that  he  wouldn’t  be  working  but 
for  just  what  it  was  those  words  ac¬ 
tually  meant  and  my  six-year-old 
mind  got  excited  thinking  about 
him.  A  glimmer  was  there  but  who 
was  I  to  take  any  kind  of  action,  a 
six  year  old,  on  behalf  of  the  man  I 
loved?  The  man  1  loved  would 
come  around  again  and  instead  of 
throwing  his  shovel  away,  he’d  be 
big  and  brown  and  hard  and  soft 
and  stick  it  into  me,  saying  “Fuck 


Freddie  at  six. 


this”  and  this  would  be  my,  like  we 
used  to  say  in  those  days,  my  twat. 
Stick  it  into  my  twat  like  you  really 
want  to  and  give  up  the  WPA  and 
we  will  live  happily  ever  after  a 
mixed  couple.  Never  mind  the 
ridicule  heaped  upon  you  because 
of  our  age  difference,  we’ll  get  by 
somehow  and  if  they  put  you  in 
prison  on  child  molestation 


charges,  I’ll  protest  and  if  it 
doesn’t  do  any  good  I’ll  wait  for 
you  to  come  out  and  when  you  get 
out  of  prison  I’ll  be  of  age  and  as 
for  racist  attitudes,  by  the  time  you 
finish  serving  time  people  will  be 
much  more  liberal  than  when  you 
were  put  away. 

And,  darling  best  of  all,  when 
you  get  out  my  stay-true-to-you 
twat  will  be  waiting  not  for  a  WPA 
shovel.  Waiting  for  your  you 
know  what . 


A  glimmer  was  there  but  who 
was  I  to  take  any  kind  of  action, 
a  six  year  old,  on  behalf  of  the 
man  I  loved? 


WARD,  RIZZO  &  LUND 
ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward,  Cindy  Rizzo, 

David  R.  Lund.  Janice  Platner 


•  Criminal  Defense 

•  Estate  Planning 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Bankruptcy 

•  General 


•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Business  Representation 

•  Employment  Matters 

•  Discrimination 
Practice  of  Law 


483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  11  •  Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


Referrals  to  lawyers  who 
charge  reasonable  rates  based 
on  your  income. 

The  National  Lawyers  Guild 

14  Beacon  Street,  Suite  407  •  Boston  MA  02108 

(617)  227-7008  •  MONDAY-FR1DAY  •  1-5  PM 


Hotel  New  Hampshire 


Continued  from  page  13 

shire  is  the  non-growing  Lilly,  who 
is  not  daunted  with  any  sexuality 
at  all. 

But  it  is  not  just  women  that  Irv¬ 
ing  and  his  movies  have  problems 
with.  There  is  something  about  sex 
itself  that  seems  to  be  very  upset¬ 
ting.  In  Garp  sex  was  at  the  root  of 
all  evil.  Here  it  is  viewed  as  a  little 
more  enjoyable,  but  still  not  all 
that  good  for  you.  Frank,  the 
“queer”  brother,  never  has  any 
sex  and  that  is  presented  as  the 
most  likable  thing  about  him. 
Most  of  the  sexuality  in  the  film  is 


portrayed  as  either  a  chore  (like 
John  sleeping  with  Miss  Carriage) 
or  somewhat  dirty  (like  John  get¬ 
ting  blown  by  the  hotel  waitress)  or 
just  down  right  disgusting  (like 
Franny  getting  raped  or  having  sex 
with  the  terrorist).  Irving,  and 
both  the  films  Garp  and  The  Hotel 
New  Hampshire,  are  really  not 
much  interested  in  sex.  Oh,  they 
are  obsessed  with  it,  especially  in 
how  gross,  or  bizarre  it  can  be,  but 
they  are  not  really  interested  in  the 
quality,  or  what  it  means  to  the 
characters,  or  how  it  functions  in 
people’s  lives.  While  they  are  in 
Vienna  one  of  the  terrorists  ex¬ 
plains  to  Franny  that  he  is  a  por- 
nographer  because  that  is  the  best 
way  to  destroy  the  world.  And 
after  a  while  you  have  the  feeling 
that  that  is  exactly  Irving’s  fear: 


sexuality  will  destroy  the  world.  It 
will  almost  certainly  destroy  the 
holy  heterosexual  family  unit  and 
generally  wreak  havoc  with  peo¬ 
ple’s  lives. 

Besides  all  of  this  there  are  other 
distressing  things  in  The  Hotel 
New  Hampshire .  Director 
Richardson’s  protrayal  of  the 
black  characters  is  so  stereotyped 
that  you  wonder  if  he  means  it  to 
be  a  parody.  When  John  finally 
kisses  his  sister’s  boyfriend’s  sister 
the  scene  degenerates  into 
humiliating  her  and  making  her 
sexuality  into  a  dirty  joke.  The 


black  men  fare  equally  poorly  and 
either  talk  in  some  late- 1940s  be¬ 
bop  jargon  or  run  around  like 
crazed  madmen.  The  German  ter¬ 
rorists  are  also  presented  in 
cartoon-like  terms;  they  are  not 
only  not  believable,  but  so  bumbl¬ 
ing  that  you  cannot  imagine  them 
as  serious  in  any  way.  They  are 
there  merely  to  pose  another  threat 
to  the  family  and  the  status-quo. 

Both  Garp  and  The  Hotel  New 
Hampshire  are  filled  with  disaster 
and  death.  Looking  at  both  of 
them  it  becomes  clear  that  for 
John  Irving  there  is  actually  little 
difference  between  fatal  bolts 
from  the  blue  and  sexuality.  (And 
most  of  the  time  it’s  women’s  sex¬ 
uality  which  is  the  worst.)  The  hor¬ 
rible  deaths  and  mutilations  that 
occur  in  his  novels,  and  the  films. 


are  not  really  symbolic  of  the  ter¬ 
rors  which  we  are  all  afraid  of; 
they  are  directly  connected  to  sex¬ 
uality  and  are  perceived  as  threats 
to  the  family  structure.  It  is  not  the 
heartless  world  which  (he  family 
must  be  sheltered  from,  it  is  sex¬ 
uality  and  all  the  terrors  which  ac¬ 
company  it  that  are  the  true' 
threats.  No  surprise  that  the  incest 
theme  is  so  lightly  and  amusingly 
treated  in  The  Hotel  New  Hamp¬ 
shire.  For  Irving  it’s  better  if  it  re¬ 
mains  all  in  the  family. 

I 

If  nothing  else,  Irving  has  his 
finger  on  the  cultural  pulse.  His 
novels  tout  the  joys  of  family  and 
family  life  at  a  time  when  that  in¬ 
stitution  is  under  the  most  attack. 
His  misogyny,  erotophobia, 
homophobia  and  general  conser¬ 
vative  stance  fit  in  very  nicely  with 
this  pro-family  position.  One  is 
used  to  cover  the  other  and 
because  his  stories  are  drawn  with 
a  bit  of  lunacy  and  some  literary 
skill  (which  too  often  reduces  itself 
to  cuteness)  all  of  the  negative  fac¬ 
tors  remain  in  the  background, 
somewhat  hidden,  but  covered  in  a 
lot  of  fancy  plotting  and  details. 
The  World  According  to  Garp  was 
a  huge  success  as  a  book  and  a 
film.  The  Hotel  New  Hampshire 
was  on  the  New  York  Times  best¬ 
seller  list  for  over  six  months  and 
the  film  is  being  given  a  major 
studio  promotion.  People  ob¬ 
viously  like  these  messages;  it’s 
what  they  want  to  hear.  But  for  all 
of  its  “modernness”  and  daring. 
The  Hotel  New  Hampshire  is 
deeply  reactionary:  sex  is  bad,  gay 
people  are  negligible,  black  people 
are  jokes,  politics  is  a  joke  —  and 
worse,  they  kill.  And  the  only 
thing  that  can  save  you  is 
heterosexuality  and  the  family. 
Thanks  a  lot,  1984. 


It  is  not  the  heartless  world 
which  the  family  must  be  sheltered 
from,  it  is  sexuality  and  all  the 
terrors  which  accompany  it  that  are 
the  true  threats. 
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Judy  Braha  as  Albert  Nobbs 


The  Prison  of  Her  Persona 


The  Singular  Life  of  Albert 
Nobbs.  Bv  Simone  Benmussa. 
Directed  by  David  Zoffoli.  Set 
design  by  Dan  Elias.  With  Judy 
Braha,  Jane  Manners,  Ingrid  Son- 
nichsen,  Margaret  Ann  Brady, 
Linda  Bisesti,  Madeleine  Homan, 
Karen  Kruger,  Steve  A  verson, 
Peter  Battis.  At  The  New  Ehrlich 
Theater  through  April  21.  Wed  to 
Sat  at  8PM,  Sundays  at  3PM.  Call 
482-6316  for  reservations  and  in¬ 
formation. 

By  Michael  Bronski 
The  Singular  Life  of  Albert 
Nobbs  is  a  great  idea  for  a  play. 
Based  on  a  short  story  by  George 
Moore  and  set  in  the  Dublin  of 
1840,  it  details  the  life  and  gradual 


disintegration  of  “Albert  Nobbs,” 
a  waiter  in  a  respectable  middle- 
class  hotel.  Albert  is  really  a 
woman  who  has  disguised  herself 
as  a  man  in  order  to  get  a  good  job 
and  make  a  living  wage.  Becoming 
a  model  of  her  class  and  job,  she  is 
trapped  in  her  charade,  unable  to 
break  out  of  it  and  thwarted  in 
making  any  of  the  changes  that  she 
perceives  possible  within  the 
framework. 

The  play  begins  with  the  hotel 
manager,  Mrs.  Baker  (Ingrid  Son- 
nichsen),  asking  Albert  to  share 
his  bed  with  itinerant  painter 
Hubert  Page  (Linda  Bisesti). 
Albert  (Judy  Braha)  is  hesitant  for 
fear  of  exposure  and,  having  no 
way  out,  consents  and  is  found 
out.  But  the  surprise  is  that  Hubert 
is  also  a  woman  disguised  as  a  man 
for  all  the  same  reasons.  She  has 
been  able  to  make  her  way  in  the 
world,  has  even  married  another 
woman  and  plans  to  open  a  shop. 
The  possibilities  shock  Albert’s 
mind  and  the  bulk  of  the  play  is  a 
dream-like  reverie  of  Albert’s  to 
try  to  enlarge  the  possibilities  open 
to  her.  Trapped  in  her  male  identi¬ 
ty,  Albert  dreams  of  forming  a 
relationship,  of  meeting  someone, 
a  woman,  whom  she  can  marry 
and  live  a  regular  life  with.  Her  life 
of  singularity  has  become  increas¬ 
ingly  lonely  and  stifling  and  she 
realizes  that  she  needs  some  outlet. 

Albert  ineptly  courts  the  new 
cook,  Helen  Dawes  (Madeleine 
Homan),  but  cannot  seem  to 
understand  how  her  lack  of 
physical  initiative  is  both  ruining 
her  chances,  which  are  probably 
thin  anyway,  and  thwarting  her 
own  desires  for  intimacy.  Albert’s 


dreary  life  continues  and  the  only 
other  highlight  is  her  attempt  to 
pick  up  a  prostitute  (Karen 
Kruger)  for  some  companionship, 
another  plan  that  fails  because  of 
Albert’s  inability  to  understand, 
not  so  much  how  a  man  acts,  but 
how  people  act  upon  feelings. 
Albert  continues  her  empty  life, 
dreaming  more  and  more 
feverishly  about  some  escape, 
some  possibility  of  breaking  out  of 
her  isolation.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  play  Albert  dies,  essentially  of 
a  broken  heart  and  a  crushed 
spirit,  and  in  a  last  scene  Hubert 
Page  comes  back  to  see  the  person 
she  has  perceived  as  her  only  soul 
mate.  Shocked  at  Albert’s  death, 
as  were  the  hotel  staff  when  they 


found  out  she  was  not  a  man, 
Hubert  and  we  are  left  with  the  life 
of  Albert  Nobbs  as  a  cautionary 
tale  of  what  happens  when  you 
cannot  act  out  on  dreams  or  when 
you  are  forced  to  remove  yourself 
from  the  mainstream  without  any 
emotional  life. 

The  theme  of  the  female 
transvestite  has  surfaced  frequent¬ 
ly  in  the  last  year:  TV’s  My  Life  as 


a  Man,  Anne  Carlisle  in  Liquid 
Sky, Streisand  in  Yentl.  In  both 
My  Life  as  a  Man  and  Yentl,  it  is 
clear  that  the  woman  takes  on 
male  identity  in  order  to  further 
herself  in  a  male-run  world.  It’s 
the  only  way  to  make  it.  (Carlisle 
in  Liquid  Sky  actually  plays  a 
man,  not  a  woman  in  men’s 
clothing.)  The  Singular  Life  of 
Albert  Nobbs  plays  on  this,  but 
differently.  Both  Yentl  and  Carley 
(of  the  TV  movie)  want  to  prove 
themselves  or  pursue  their  careers. 
Albert  Nobbs  just  wants  to  live 
and  this  is  the  only  way  that  she 
knows  how.  When  Yentl  and 
Carley  come  up  against  problems, 
in  both  cases  emotional  ones  based 
on  their  relationships  with  men, 
they  drop  the  disguise.  Albert 
Nobbs  is  not  allowed  any  escape; 


unable  to  survive  as  a  woman 
without  money,  she  finds  that  she 
is  also  unable  to  live  as  a  man 
without  love. 

The  Singular  Life  of  Albert 
Nobbs  was  originally  written  in 
French  in  the  late  1970s.  This  pro¬ 
bably  accounts  for  its  strange  mix¬ 
ture  of  feminism  and  existen¬ 
tialism.  Simone  Benmussa  has 
written  a  dream  —  nightmare  — 
play  which  builds  itself  around  the 
fantasy  of  being  alone  and 
helpless,  every  avenue  of  escape 
presenting  itself  and  then  closing. 
Although  it  uses  the  trappings  of  a 
feminist  moral  tale,  possibly  the 
subtext  of  a  gay  or  lesbian  life,  and 
the  hint  of  a  political/economic 
analysis , Albert  Nobbs  is  more 
concerned  with  the  dream  of 
solitude,  of  being  alone,  and  of 
not  having  any  possibility  of 
escape.  Both  Yentl  and  My  Life  as 
a  Man  present  pretty  sunny  pic¬ 
tures  of  life  and  relationships  —  a 
few  problems  but  nothing  that 
can’t  be  worked  out  by  going  back 
to  the  right  sex  and  being 
heterosexual.  Although  it  is  not 
explicitly  or  even  implicitly  les¬ 
bian,  Albert  Nobbs  rejects 
heterosexuality  as  a  solution  or  as 
a  way  to  right  a  cockeyed  world. 

The  only  men  in  The  Singular 
Life  of  Albert  Nobbs  are  on  a 
voice-over  tape.  George  Moore  is 
telling  the  story  to  a  young  friend 
of  his  and  the  cook,  Helen  Dawes, 
has  a  boyfriend  with  whom  she 
converses.  Everyone  in  the  play  — 
on  stage  —  is  a  woman  and  at 
some  points  the  piece  resembles  a 
female  version  of  Genet’s  mastur- 


batory  dream  reveries.  The  world 
of  Albert  Nobbs  is  totally  woman- 
oriented.  The  larger  framework  is 
provided  by  George  Moore  telling 
the  story,  which  he  admits  he  does 
not  understand.  Within  the  story 
Benmussa  has  set  up  the  frame  of 
Hubert  Page,  first  appearing  at  the 
hotel  giving  Albert  some  hope  and 
then  returning  after  her  death  to 
find  that  the  singular  life  has  re¬ 
mained  too  singular  to  continue. 
The  center  of  the  play  is  the  in¬ 
creasingly  frustrated  dreams  and 
desires  of  Nobbs  and  the  fights 
between  the  male  persona  and  the 
female  trapped  within  the  outward 
appearance.  The  difference  be¬ 
tween  Albert  and  Hubert  is  not 
one  of  circumstance  but  of  action 
and  feeling.  The  tragedy  of  Nobbs 
Continued  on  page  /  7 


Simone  Benmussa  has  written  a 
dream  —  nightmare  —  play  which 
builds  itself  around  the  fantasy 
of  being  alone  and  helpless, 
every  avenue  of  escape  presenting 
itself  and  then  closing. 


Although  it  is  not  explicitly  or 
even  implicitly  lesbian, 

Albert  Nobbs  rejects 
heterosexuality  as  a  solution 
or  as  a  way  to  right  a 
cockeyed  world. 


r 


V. 


Dr.  Scott  E.  Borrelli 

Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist 


1  stress  anxiety  reduction 
1  relief  from  depression 


1  individual  psychotherapy 
couples  counseling 


739  Boylston  St.  Suite  516 
Boston,  MA  02116 
353-0555 

Health  Insurance  Accepted 


Active,  Goal-oriented 

Therapy  for  Depression 

Serving  the  community  since  1976. 

We  develop  an  Individual  program  of  therapy,  explain  it  to  you  in  detail, 
and  then  encourage  you  to  evaluate  your  own  progress  toward  specific 
goals. 

Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists  For  information  call  262-9116. 

Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted 


bo 


behayior 

associates 


45  Newbury  Street,  Boston 
Near  the  Arlington  Street  MBTA 


Specializing  in  short-term,  problem-focused  therapy 


J  Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling 
Services 


Formerly  the  Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
A  licensed  mental  health  clinic  serving  gay  men 
and  lesbian  women  since  1971 


i 

o 

o 

vO 


Nobody  Ever  Taught  You 

how  to  build  a  circle  of  friends  in  a  new  city. . . 
how  to  distinguish  between  friendship,  sex,  and 
romance.  . .  how  to  create  or  join  a  gay  family. . . 
which  part  of  ’The  Community'  is  for  you. 

Help  is  available. 

MERRIMACK  VALLEY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
211  Broadway  • 

Methuen,  MA  01844  tel.  687-4383 


offices  in  Methuen  and  Boston 


FOCUS 

counseling  and 
consultation 
for  women  and 
their  friends,  inc. 

Short  and  long 
term  therapy 
for  individuals, 
couples,  groups, 
families. 

Insurance  Accepted 

Inman  Square, 
Cambridge 
tel.  876-4488 


SOCIAL  THERAPY 
A  PROGRESSIVE 
APPROACH  TO 
INTIMACY 


Maybe  you  want  to  change 
things  but  don't  know  how. 
CHANGE  is  what  Social 
Therapy  is  about. 

Social  Therapy  is  a  non- 
oppressive  approach  to 
coming  out  and  buiding 
relationships  in  a 
homophobic  society. 

The  Boston  Institute 
for  Social  Therapy 
and  Research 

sliding  scale  524-7710 


HYPNOSIS 
&  SELF¬ 
HYPNOSIS 

MARIE  DeVINCENTIS 
P.  BLAIR  JOHNSON 


BECOME  THE  BEST  YOU  CAN  BE! 

We  ore  newly  located  in  Harvard  Square  to  better 
serve  our  diverse  community  in  utilizing  the  positive 
resources  within.  We  offer  hypnosis  os  a  proven  alter¬ 
native  to  achieve  bosic  life  goals.  End  smoking,  control 
stress,  lose  weight  facilitate  learning  abilities 


Cambridge  354-6073  •  N.  Weymouth  335-6959 

In  association  with  C.A.L.M..  Inc. 


nextsfpp  ^ 

Groups  meet  in  Cambridge 

7  Insurance  Payment  Accepted 
For  information,  call  491-6430 

L 

Counseling  &  Training  * 

“FOCUS  ON 

“PERSONAL  CHANGE” 

RELATIONSHIPS” 

A  therapy  group  for  gay 

A  mixed  therapy  group  for 

males  Co-led  by 

gay  males,  lesbians,  and 

Michael  Keane,  PhD 

bisexuals  Co-led  by 

and  Mike  Lew,  MEd 

Judy  Silverstein,  PhD 

Tuesday  evenings, 

and  Mike  Lew,  MEd 

8:30-10PM 

Monday  evenings,  8:30-10PM 

Beginning  March  27 

Beginning  March  26 
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Dr.  Jonathan  I).  Sirin 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
HEALTH  CENTER 

affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women's  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine  •  Pediatrics 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology  •  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Podiatry  •  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 

Evening  hours,  convenient  to  public  trans. 

Sliding  scale  available,  all  health  insur.  accepted. 
Spanish  spoken. 

687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain  —  522-5900 


INDIVIDUAL/ GROUP/ COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


*  °  COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240  _ 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  C.L.U. 

Insurance  tor  all  your  needs 


Suite  830 

50  Congress  Street 
Boston,  Mass.  02109 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 


1-800-352-3185 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800  352-3185 


gay  community  news 

TYPESETTING 

Services 


•  resumes 

•  letterhead 

•  fliers 


•  brochures 

•  newsletters 

•  magazines 


Reasonable  rates 

for  information  call  GCN  426-4469 


PRINTING 

Typesetting 

Resumes 
Flyers 
Posters 
Brochures 
Invitations 
Stationary 

Copy  Cellar  •  Copy  Cellar  •  Copy  Cellar 
55  Broad  St.,  Boston  (617)  542-8280 


XANADU 
GRAPHICS 

•  Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 

•  Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 

•  Camera  Ready  Mechanical 

1 43  Albony  Street,  Combridge  661  -6975 


Phototypesetting 


The  Habit  of  Gay  Humor 


The  Nunsense  Story:  An  Un¬ 
conventional  Musical.  Conceived 
by  Dan  Groggin.  Book  by  Steve 
Hayes.  Music  and  Lyrics  by  Dan 
Groggin.  With  Marilyn  Farina, 
Nanette  Gordon,  John  Hatchett, 
Suzanne  Hevner,  Roger  Keller. 
Musical  Direction  by  Lenny  Bob¬ 
bish.  At  The  Cabaret  Theater  in 
the  Bradford  Hotel. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

What’s  funnier  than  a  nun  tell¬ 
ing  a  dirty  joke?  According  The 
Nunsense  Story  it’s  three  nuns,  a 
priest  and  a  lay  brother. 

Musical  revues  usually  exist  on 
a  shoestring  of  a  plot.  Nunsense 
seems  to  have  taken  a  vow  of 
poverty  before  they  got  theirs. 
After  leaving  their  leper  colony  on 
the  French  Riviera  because  of  an 
enforced  physical  education  rule, 
a  group  of  nuns,  brothers  and 
priests  came  to  New  Jersey  to 
form  the  Little  Order  of 
Hoboken.  One  night  Sister  Julia, 
Child  of  God  served  some 
botulistic  Bob  Vivant  soup  and 
dispatched  72  of  the  sisterhood. 
Well,  they  only  had  enough 
money  to  bury  68  of  them  and  the 
last  four  are  in  the  freezer,  dubbed 
the  “blue  nuns,”  and  since  the 
health  department  is  on  their  heels 
the  good  women  have  to  put  on  a 
musical  to  raise  money  for  the 
final  funerals. 

The  Nunsense  Story  is  better- 
than-average  musical  hodge¬ 
podge  that  features  some  clever 
up-beat  songs  and  dances  mixed 
with  on-target  satirical  bits  and 
lots  of  dirty  jokes.  The  content 
and  sensibility  of  musical  revues 
have  always  had  some  gay  input. 
Sometimes  this  was  just  a  sort  of 
Cole  Porter  sophistication,  or 
perhaps  a  touch  of  sexual  titilla- 
tion.  What’s  surprising  about  The 
Nunsense  Story  is  how  far  it  is 
willing  to  capitalize  on  and  push 
what  has  traditionally  been  gay 
material  onto  a  mostly  straight  au¬ 
dience. 

When  Nunsense  is  at  its  best  the 
clergy  are  either  singing  and  danc¬ 
ing  their  way  through  a  toe¬ 
tapping  number  like  “Nunsense  is 


tually  show  biz  references  which 
have  taken  the  habit.  There  are 
Julie  Andrews  jokes,  Ingrid 
Bergman  jokes,  Flying  Nun  jokes, 
Audrey  Hepburn  jokes  and  even 
Amanda  Plummer  jokes  (“now 
you  can  talk  in  tongues  with  a 
lisp”).  Most  of  the  cast  are  trying 
to  outdo  one  another  for  getting 
their  special  turns  in  the  show  — 
Sister  Ralph  Marie  gets  to  sing  “A 
Chorus  Nun”  —  and  the  musical 
trades  on  the  most  shop  worn 
“lets  put  on  a  show”  bits  in  cur¬ 
rent  use,  and  some  that  are 
definitely  out  of  use.  Generally 
they  are  used  as  parody  —  not 
quite  camp —  and  they  work  well 
enough  because  they  are  linked  up 
with  the  nun  theme  and  seem,  if 
not  newer,  at  least  not  dumber 
than  usual.  They  also  give  a  cer¬ 
tain  style  with  their  slightly  “in 
the  business”  attitude  (after  all, 
how  many  shows  feature  Amanda 
Plummer  jokes  —  and  there  are  at 
least  two  in  this  one)  and  certainly 


when  beheading  a  duck  to  be  sure 
to  “hold  the  head  when  whacking 
it  off.”  So  much  for  subtext.  At 
the  end  of  Act  I  Reverend  Mother 
brings  us  a  word  from  the  show’s 
sponsor,  RUSH.  It’s  a  new  spon¬ 
sor  and  she  decides  to  try  the  pro¬ 
duct  out  on  stage,  turning  her 
commercial  into  a  very  funny 
hystereo-sexual  experience. 

The  boundaries  of  sexual  hu¬ 
mor  are  always  changing.  For  a 
long  time  it  was  only  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  men,  usually  straight 
men,  and  had  women  and  gay 
men  as  the  butt  of  the  humor.  Gay 
men  developed  their  own  brand  of 
humor  and  women  are  just  discov¬ 
ering  the  joys  of  being  publically 
open  with  their  sexual  humor.  A 
comedian  like  fBelle  Barth  traded 
most  of  her  jokes  off  the  fact  that 
she  was  a  dirty-talking  woman. 
Bette  Midler  does  something 
along  the  same  lines  and  her  early 
playing  at  the  Continental  Baths 
added  a  certain  gay  touch  to  much 


What’s  surprising  about 
The  Nunsense  Story  is  how  far  it 
is  willing  to  capitalize  on  and 
push  what  has  traditionally  been 
gay  material  onto  a  mostly 
straight  audience. 


make  Nunsense  seem  a  little  more 
New  York  (which  is  where  it  came 
from)  than  Boston. 

But  if  linking  up  nuns  and  show 
biz  strikes  audiences  as  funny, 
nuns  and  sex  is  even  funnier.  And 
The  Nunsense  Story  is  more 
obsessed  with  sex  than  it  is  with 
show  business.  Now  lots  of  shows 
have  sex  jokes.  And  sex  jokes 
coming  from  nuns  is  sort  of  a 
twist.  But  The  Nunsense  Story  is 
distinctive  because  many,  if  not 
most  of  the  jokes  seem  to  be  par- 
ticularlly  gay  male  oriented. 
Everyone  likes  sex  jokes  and  dif¬ 
ferent  groups  have  different  tradi¬ 
tions  and  these  jokes  all  sound  as 
though  they  came  out  of  drag 


The  drag  aspect  of  The  Nunsense 
Story  is  what  makes  it  work 
so  well. 


Habit  Forming”  or  kitching  it 
through  the  soap  opera  parody 
“The  Nun  and  the  Restless” 
(which  features  the  classic  fight 
between  two  “other  women”  — 
both  nuns  are,  after  all,  married 
to  the  same  man).  And  although 
the  “nun  motif”  is  sprinkled 
heavily  throughout  the  script  the 
show  actually  has  only  two  things 
on  its  mind:  show  business  and 
sex.  Many  of  the  nun  jokes  are  ac¬ 


shows  and  from  gay  standup  com¬ 
edians.  In  the  show’s  second  bit 
Reverend  Mother  Sister  Mary 
Cardelia  has  a  one-sided  phone 
conversation  with  their  manager 
whose  name  is  Richard.  Within  a 
few  lines  she  manages  to  work  in 
several  “dick”  jokes,  some  “beat 
it,  dick”  jokes  and  one  “stick  it 
dick”  joke.  There  are  lots  of  size 
queen  jokes  and  in  Act  II  Sister 
Julia,  Child  of  God  tells  us  that 


of  the  humor.  Much  of  the 
humor  came  from  the  twist  in  a 
woman  breaking  in  on  the  tradi¬ 
tion  of  dirty  jokes.  In  her  last 
show,  De  Tour,  Midler  went  even 
further  and  said  that  she  was  tired 
of  telling  “big  dick”  jokes  and 
that  she  was  going  to  tell  a  “big 
pussy”  joke.  By  claiming  sex  talk 
and  dirty  jokes,  Barth  and  Midler 
were  expanding  what  it  was  possi¬ 
ble  for  women  to  talk  about.  In  a 
recent  interview  Midler  claimed 
that  she  was  starting  to  write  more 
of  her  own  material  and  was  try¬ 
ing  to  get  away  from  imitating 
male  jokes  and  to  find  her  own 
sense  of  what  was  funny,  from  her 
own  experience.  There  is  no 
special  material  that  accompanies 
any  one  form  of  humor.  Midler 
telling  her  Sophie  Tucker  jokes 
focuses  a  lot  on  men’s  sexuality, 
but  it  is  usually  at  the  men’s  ex¬ 
pense.  When  Belle  Barth  tells  her 
joke  about  the  Texan  with  the 
muscualr  affliction  standing  next 
to  the  dwarf  at  the  urinal  (it’s  real 
funny  but  too  long  to  repeat  here) 
she  is  getting  her  laugh  from  the 
grotestqueries  rather  than  any¬ 
thing  specifically  sexual.  Gay  male 
humor,  closely  associated  with 
drag  humor  because  it  was  prac¬ 
ticed  in  drag  shows  so  often,  may 
be  sexual  or  focus  on  sexuality  but 
it  also  contains  a  great  deal  of 
Continued  on  page  1 7 


Katie  Anders  (left)  as  Sister  Amnesia,  John  Hatchett  as  Brother  John  and 
Marie  in  The  Nunsense  Story. 


aldassare  as  Sister  Ralph 
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Nunsense 

Continued  from  page  16 

mocking  and  cynical  observation 
usually  aimed  at  propriety  or 
established  standards. 

Part  of  what  makes  The  Nun- 
sense  Story  so  funny  is  that  it  is 
like  a  drag  show.  The  Sisters  of 
Perpetual  Indulgence  have  show* 
that  nun  drag  can  by  Junny  (and 
political)  and  Nunsense  turns  both 
the  women  and  the  men  into  drag 
performers.  Towards  the  end  of 
Act  I,  Sister  Mary  Cardelia  gets  to 
do  her  little  star  turn  —  “A  Word 
From  Reverend  Mother”  —  and 
tells  some  pretty  old,  but  still  fun¬ 
ny,  dirty  jokes.  Her  delivery, 
albeit  with  a  real  County  Cork 
brogue,  is  taken  right  from  Mid¬ 
ler.  It’s  the  dirty-talking  straight 
woman  who  wants  to  go  so  far, 
apologizes  when  she’s  passed  the 
limit  —  ‘‘After  all,  I  am  a  nun,” 
she  keeps  saying  —  and  then  gets 
even  grosser.  In  a  few  skits  even 
the  men  don  the  veil  and  then  the 
show  bogs  down  a  bit.  When 
Father  Dombrowski  does  Sister 
Julia,  Child  of  God  it  isn’t  all  that 
funny.  Part  of  it  is  that  he  drops 
his  accent  and  voice  pitch  too 
often,  but  somehow  Julia  Child 
drag  on  top  of  nun  drag  on  top  of 
priest  drag  is  overkill.  (Although 
the  skit  is  one  of  the  less  successful 
ones,  it  does  feature  a  wonderful 
duck  puppet  who  refuses  to 
become  Chinese  food.) 

The  drag  aspect  of  The  Nun¬ 
sense  Story  is  what  makes  it  work 
so  well.  And  this  is  reinforced 
with  the  choice  of  material.  And, 

Of  course,  the  show  turns  in  on 
itself  by  having  the  nuns  make  the 
jokes  as  well  as  being  the  object  of 
their  own  deflating  humor.  Part 
of  the  problem  with  the  show  is 
that  the  theme  of  nuns  and 
religion  is  not  really  carried 
through.  It  has  all  the  trappings  of 
the  idea  —  habit  jokes,  penguin 
jokes,  confession  jokes  —  but 
these  are  generally  just  tossed  in 
for  cheap  laughs.  Except  for  one 
or  two  bits  which  actually  talk 
about  what  the  life  or  feelings  of  a 
nun  might  be,  Nunsense  is  really 
not  about  nuns  anymore  than 
Cats  is  really  about  cats.  It’s  just 
an  excuse  to  string  a  bunch  of 
songs  and  jokes  together.  In  a 
sense  this  is  too  bad,  not  because 
nuns  shouldn’t  be  made  fun  of,  or 
even  because  they  should  be  taken 
more  seriously,  but  because  there 
probably  is  a  good  show  which 
could  be  made  from  discovering 
the  sexual  humor  of  women  (even 

Albert  Nobbs 

Continued from  page  15 
comes  about  because  she  is  unable 
to  act  or  to  feel.  She  has  been 
forced  into  a  situation  in  which  she 
cannot  function  as  a  human  being. 
Benmussa  allows  for  the  possibili¬ 
ty  of  human  action  but  she  sees, 
even  more  so,  the  probability  for 
inaction  and  defeat.  The  question 
of  lesbianism  is  touched  upon  — 
Albert  wonders  what  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  Hubert  and  his  wife 
really  is  —  but  it  never  becomes 
real.  This  is  partly  because  Albert 
is  so  tied  up  that  she  is  not  sexual; 
she  can  barely  conceive  of  a  close 
friendship,  never  mind  a  sexual 
one.  But  in  some  way  the  play  feels 
like  it  is  cheating  on  us.  Because 
the  question  of  sexuality  is  always 
present,  we  do  consider  it  as  a 
possibility.  And  sexuality  is  so 
strong  an  urge  that  it  is  impossible 
not  to  think  that  this  might  be  the 
one  way  that  Albert  could  break 
out  of  her  prison.  In  a  piece  that  is 
so  totally  woman-centered  and 
concerned  with  emotional  drives, 
to  dodge  the  issue  of  sexuality, 
even  though  the  play  is  more 
philosophically  centered,  is  to 
misrepresent  the  material. 

As  a  play  The  Singular  Life  of 
Albert  Nobbs  demands  a  certain 
complexity  and  depth  to  convey  its 
feeling  and  meaning.  It  is  a  dream 
—  actually  several  dreams,  one 
contained  within  another  —  and 
it’s  imperative  that  this  layered, 
hazy  feeling  come  across.  The  New 
Ehrlich’s  production  sometimes 


it  they  are  nuns)  and  not  grafting 
on  a  more  traditional  gay  male/- 
drag  humor. 

The  other  problem  with  the 
show  is  that  it  likes  to  present 
itself  as  being  “daring”  because 
it’s  about  nuns  and  sex.  The  pro¬ 
gram  notes  tell  us  that  some 
members  of  the  Boston  religious 
community  might  be  offended, 
but  that  nuns  and  priests  in  New 
York  loved  it.  Nunsense  wants  to 
have  it  both  ways.  It  compares  it¬ 
self  to  Christopher  Durang’s 
Sister  Mary  Ignatius  Explains  it 
All  to  You,  but  the  comparison  is 
facile.  Durang’s  play  is  a  deeply 
felt  attack  on  the  religious  princi¬ 
ple  of  moral  order  and  reason  in 
the  world;  it  is  not  so  much  anti¬ 
nun  (or  anti-Catholic)  as  it  is  a 
complaint  that  God  doesn’t  exist. 
Nunsense  couldn’t  care  less  about 
any  of  that.  It  isn’t  daring,  just 
naughty.  And  in  a  sense  that’s  too 
bad  because  the  gay/drag  humor 
it  uses  for  much  of  its  content  can 
actually  sustain  a  more  serious 
theme.  It  has  traditionally  been 
used  to  attack  with  a  sharp- 
toothed  vengance  and  to  take  on 
all  manner  of  hypocritical  and 
shamming  culture. 

The  one  truly  culturally  curious 
fact  about  The  Nunsense  Story  is 
how  far  it  has  been  willing  to  pre¬ 
sent  a  traditionally  gay  sense  of 
humor  —  and  content  —  and  how 
quickly  straight  audiences  seem  to 
take  to  it.  Midler  has  managed  to 
make  that  crossover  from  mostly 
gay  to  straight  audiences  but  that 
could  have  been  because  she  is 
such  a  dynamice  performer.  Nun¬ 
sense  shows  that  it  is  not  the  quali¬ 
ty  of  performing,  although  all  the 
people  here  are  quite  talented,  but 
the  tone  and  content  which  au¬ 
diences  like.  I  doubt  that  this 
material  would  have  gone  over  so 
well  eight  or  ten  years  ago. 
Nunsense  points  up  how  much  of 
gay  culture  has  been  assimilated 
and  taken  up  into  mainstream  cul¬ 
ture  and  social  norms.  Like  black 
humor,  and  eventually  women’s 
humor  when  it  becomes  more 
marketable,  it  both  infiltrates  and 
influences  the  prevailing  cultural 
standards.  The  force  is  there  and 
one  wishes  that  Nunsense  had 
been  a  little  more  potent,  pointed 
and  pricking.  But  who  knows,  this 
may  be  only  the  beginning  and 
perhaps  the  Sisters  of  Perpetual 
Indulgence  will  get  a  show 
together  and  take  it  on  the  road. 
For  the  time  being  The  Nunsense 
Story  will  do  well  enough. 


comes  close  but  ultimately  flattens 
out  the  textures  of  the  script  and 
presents  us  with  a  one-dimensional 
life  and  dream.  The  set,  which 
contains  several  levels  and  a  large 
foreground  and  background, 
functions  beautifully  as  both  an 
Irish  hotel  and  the  nooks  and  cor¬ 
ners  of  Albert’s  mind.  It  is  open 
and  airy  but  at  the  same  time  heavy 
enough  to  give  a  feeling  of  restric¬ 
tion  and  enclosure.  The  acting  is 
generally  good,  especially  Judy 
Braha’s  Albert,  but  it  remains 
mired  in  its  realistic  detail,  never 
rising  above  the  specifics  to  in¬ 
dicate  a  more  unearthly  quality. 
At  times  director  David  Zoffoli 
has  the  actors  play  in  a  more  sur¬ 
realistic  or  stylized  manner,  but 
this  only  increases  the  distance  bet¬ 
ween  the  audience  and  the 
material.  Like  a  dream,  Albert 
Nobbs  should  seem  immediate  and 
yet  unreal,  beyond  our  control.  It 
must  have  emotional  meaning 
without  logical  sense.  If  we  are  go¬ 
ing  to  take  Benmussa  on  her  own 
philosophical  ground,  and  not  to 
do  so  leaves  the  play  a  failed 
political  didactic,  we  are  going  to 
have  to  be  convinced  that  we  are 
Albert,  that  we  are  capable  of  clos¬ 
ing  off  our  lives  and  living  in  our 
dreams  until  we  die  in  them.  It’s  a 
tired  word,  but  to  work  Albert 
Nobbs  has  to  be  universal.  Simone 
Benmussa’a  play  comes  very  close 
to  that.  The  New  Ehrlich’s  pro¬ 
duction,  unfortunately  remains  too 
singular. 


tri*an*ta-fil*lou \,  tre-an-t9-’fe-lii\w  1:  attorney  at  law 
2:  traditional  lawyering  for  the  non-traditional  family 
3:  DIVORCE,  CONTRACTS,  WILLS,  REAL  ESTATE, 
BUSINESS  PROBLEMS,  PERSONAL  INJURY,  WORKER’S 
COMPENSATION,  MEDIATION,  NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATIONS,  TAXES,  CRIMINAL  &  CIVIL  LITIGATION, 
I)  syn  see  katherine  triantafillou,  14  beacon  street, 
boston,  massachusetts,  02108,  (617)  723-6327 


subscribe  to 
gcn 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

DR  JOHN  C.  BARNA 
D.M.D 

739  BOYLSTON  STREET 
SUITE  400 
BOSTON.  MA  02116 

APPOINTMENT  617-353-1500 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  9  am-9  pm  Fri.-Sat.  9  am-6  pm 
-  Wed.  6-8  pm  Walk-In  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 

Wednesday  Evenings  —  Cay  Men's  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Night 
By  Appointment  Only  —  as  of  Oct.  1,  1983 


Specialties  Include 

•  Internal  medicine,  infectious  disease,  dermatology,  hematology,  oncology,  minor 
surgery,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  psychia¬ 
try,  infertility,  gynecology,  family  planning 


'  24  Hour  Emergency  On  Call  Service 


'  Open  to  all  regardless  of  residence 
*  Reasonable  fees;  Insurance  and  VISA/MasterCard  accepted 

13  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 


healthy  teeth  ... 

they’re  a  team  effort . 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364  5500 
Mon. -Sat.  &  evenings 


For  two  years,  GCN’ s  Sustainer  Pro¬ 
gram  has  provided  the  financial  boost 
necessary  for  growth  and  change  in  the 
paper.  The  first  Sustainer  Campaign  in 
1982  underwrote  a  staff  salary  raise. 
The  1983  Campaign  helped 
us  to  expand  GCN  from 
16  pages  to  20  pages 
each  week. 

The  support  GCN  re¬ 
ceives  from  its  Sustain¬ 
ed  makes  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  bare  sur¬ 
vival  and  growth.  This 
year,  plans  are  under¬ 
way  to  computerize 
GCN.  Currently,  sever¬ 
al  hardy  volunteers 
spend  late  night  hours 
entering  our  mailing  list 
into  an  antique  PDP  11  hidden  away  in 
distant  Quincy.  We  pay  over  $3,000.00 
each  year  just  to  rent  time  on  it!  Our 
Marketing  Department  scratches  pen¬ 
cil  to  paper,  trying  to  figure  out  who  re¬ 
news  their  subscription  and  when;  bill¬ 
ing  our  advertisers  takes  even  more 


time,  not  to  mention  that  trying  to  reme¬ 
dy  subscription  problems  is  a  nightmare 
You  can  help  us  change  all  that.  Our 
Sustainer  goal  for  this  year  is  $10,000; 
enough  to  buy  the  right  computer,  soft¬ 
ware,  service  contract  and  cover  the 
costs  of  the  conversion. 
All  that’s  needed  for  you  to  be¬ 
come  a  GCN  Sustainer  is  your 
pledge  to  contribute  $30.  each 
quarter  in  1984.  We’ll  send 
you  our  quarterly  Insider 
newsletter,  a  one  year  sub¬ 
scription  to  GCN,  two  intro¬ 
ductory  gift  subs  to  give 
to  your  boss,  relatives, 
long-lost  ex-lovers  or  I 
new-found  friends,  and  | 
as  a  special  treat,  an  invitation 
to  the  Annual  Sustainer  Dinner  Party  in 
December.  Use  the  form  below  and  help 
bring  GCN  into  the  computer  age. 

SUSTAIN  US! 


I  WANT  TO  SUSTAIN  GCN  FOR  1984! 

We/t  pledge  to  make  quarterly  contributions  of: 

□  $  30  ($120  annually) 

$  50  ($200  annually) 

□  $100  ($400  annually) 

□  $ _ 

□  Enclosed  is  my  first  contribution  of  $ _ 

mmm  mm  j  wm  g  a  ,  sh  -  m  im  m  . 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City/State/Zip _ 

Pleas*  mall  to  GCN  Sustalners,  167  Tremont  SI..  Boston,  MA  02111 


Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
You  take  the  terror 
out  of  snow 
by  knowing  how 
the  world  should  go. 

By  driving  with 
authority 

you  calm  the  quivering 
quaking  me. 

But  how  my  thumping  heart 
would  sing 
if  winter  would  soon 
give  way  to  spring. 

I  would  not  love  you 
less,  my  dear 

if  we  could  be  defrosted  here. 

But  neither  could  I 
love  you  more 
though  I  could  shout 
encore!  encore! 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

DAP 

I  had  hoped  to  hear  from  you.  How  is 
your  weather?  I  thought  it  was  spring 
last  month,  but  now  it's  blizzarding  and 
frigid  and  the  oil  in  the  tank  goes  down, 
down,  down.  I’m  sorry  you  and  P  did  not 
9t  much  chance  to  talk.  Will  you  come 
again  for  a  more  relaxed  visit?  Hopeful¬ 
ly  in  weather  when  we  can  use  the 
porch . . . _ _ 

TO  RICHARD  WHO  IS  NOT  THERE 
So,  I  shall  grow  old  without  you.  Vanish 
without  you.  You  have  chosen  this  utter 
silence  as  the  way  to  punish  me.  You 
are  so  unforgiving,  or  are  you  just  afraid 
of  a  repeat  perforamce,  or  worse,  that 
the  one  you  really  love  far  better  than 
me  did  not  love  you  enough?  You  must 
accept  the  fact  that  /  was  the  one  who 
loved  you,  who,  in  some  way,  loves  you 
still.  You  will  not  read  this,  or  if  you  do, 
you  will  not  respond.  But  I  had  to  write 
it  anyway.  Dragon. _ (35) 

BOBBIE  LEE 

Thank  you  again  and  again  for  your 
great  enthusiam  about  the  little  poems. 
I  have  been  thinking  about  putting  them 
together  in  a  little  volume,  but  all  that 
takes  the  time  I  don't  have.  Much  has 
changed  in  my  life,  and  most  of  the 
changes  center  around  writing.  I  must 
write.  It's  the  only  thing  that  matters  to 
me.  And  I  am  forced  to  make  a  living, 
which  takes  so  much  time  and  energy 
that  I  don’t  have  left  what  I  need  to  be 
albe  to  write  what  I  want  to  write.  It 
troubles  me  greatly.  If  Mike  hasn't 
answered  your  questions  about  the 
tape  recorder,  I  will  remind  him.  Thank 
you  for  being  so  concerned  about  us 
and  the  paper.  N. _ 

Harvard  reading  course  c’mate  with 
rh&m.  Sorry  we  didn’t  connect.  Looked 
for  you  afterwards  on  2/22,  your  last  day 
there.  GCN  Box  785. _ (36) 


— — — — — — —  Page  1 

DEAR  EMILY 

2/21  rec’d  yr  delightfl  Itr  re  Bos  Gay 
Hist.  You  wished  a  chap  of  Seniors  4  a 
Gay  Environment’  (SAGE)  were  here. 
Such  a  senior  group  met  here  8  yrs  ago 
but  is  no  longer  active.  Who  knows 
maybe  the  times  weren't  ripe?  I  often 
go  to  NYC  so  could  consult  with  SAGE 
there  and  poss  get  help  2  set  one  up  in 
Bos.  Pis  contact  me,  Freddie  Green¬ 
field,  C/O  GCN  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  fl., 
Boston,  MA  02111.  (617)  426-4469  (Iv 
message).  Glad  Day  bkstore  now  at  43 
Winter  St,  2nd  fl,  elevator  accessible. (c) 

R  U  OUT  THERE  DEAR  WOMAN? 

There  must  be  some  wonderfully  warm 
women  30-45  out  there  waiting  for  a 
nice,  mature,  prof,  lesbian  26  who  en¬ 
joys  music,  dining  out,  the  great  out¬ 
doors  and  the  company  of  sincere,  car¬ 
ing  and  fun  loving  older  lesbians.  If  you 
fit  the  description  why  not  write?  Lets 
get  together  for  friendship  and  fun 
w/the  possibility  of  more.  Have  car  will 
travel.  GCN  Box  794. _ (35) 

BRING  BEEBO  TO  BOSTON! 

A  play  based  on  the  unforgettable  Ann 
Bannon  character  will  be  produced 
next  fall.  If  you'd  like  to  help  with  the 
production  in  any  capacity,  we'd  love 
your  help.  Please  write  to  us  at  Beebo 
Brinker,  GCN  Box  795. _ (c) 

MITCH 

I  have  told  you  time  and  time  again 
That  I  love  you.  This  is  just 
Another  one  of  those  times  that  I’d 
Like  to  express  my  love  and 
Devotion  for  you. 

Love  you,  Surprise  —  Stinky _ (25) 

Wantedrone  Perce  to  share  Somerville- 
style  summer  in  romantic  Mansfield 
Park.  U  no  the  scene:  peace,  love, 
work,  play.  Bring  inflatable.  LF’s 
welcome  too.  Reply  to  Wolf. _ (35) 

GM  TALL  DARK  HANDSOME  FUN 
Seeks  extremely  goodlooking,  semi- 
hunky  pol itical ly-active,  sensitive  man 
who  knows  how  to  be  silly.  I'm  27. 
Friendship  &  maybe  more!  Send  photo 
&  letter,  Boxholder,  PO  Box  980,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238. _  (36) 

Have  you  had  a  bad  experience  w/gyn 
incorrectly  diagnosed?  Incorrectly 
treated?  We're  researching  for  a 
documentary  &  need  to  speak  w /  you. 
Sue  536-0969,  Michele  367-2679.  (36) 

CHRONIC  HEPATITIS  B  CARRIERS 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center  is  in. 
the  process  of  starting  an  educational/ 
support  group  for  individuals  with 
chronic  Hepatitis  B.  For  details  please 
contact  Jerry  Feuer  at  267-7573  or  write 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  16 
Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115. _ (c) 


•  Gay  Community  News,  March 

ATTENTION  PAST  BOX  HOLDERS 

There  is  unclaimed  mail  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  pick-up  boxes.  Please  either  come 
in  to  claim  it,  or  send  $2.50  and  request 
that  it  be  mailed  to  you.  If  you  come  in¬ 
to  the  office,  you  must  give  us  positive 
identification  so  that  we  know  we  are 
giving  the  mail  to  its  proper  recipient. 
Thank  you. 

660,667,669,674,677,684,  ,701, 

704,  706,  707,  708,  713,  714,  716,  717, 
720,  723,  729,  731,  735,  738,  739,  745, 
752,  753,  762,  763. _ 


GWM  25,  165  hndsm/musc  &  clean 
seeks  GBM  trim/jocky  who  digs  wgt- 
lifting  oil  wrestling  running  stretching 
&  music  &  hot  times.  Prefer  under  30 
unattached  clean  &  sincere.  If  poss 
send  pic.  Relationship  minded  a  plus! 
Include  phone  #.  Awaiting!!  GCN  Box 

792.  _ (35) 

R  U  OUT  THERE?  REALLY? 

Trd  of  pyng  the  price.  Agg  40+  L  is 
skng  L  who  will  appreciate  me  for  a 
chnge.  Educated  sincere  faithful  I  will 
share  care  understand.  You  can  depend 
on  me  no  games  or  drugs!!  GCN  Box 

793.  _ (35) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

Fight  the  Right! 

Some  of  you  may  receive  or  run  across 
junk  mail  from  New  Right  or  religious 
right  organizations.  Two  GCN  writers 
are  trying  to  compile  and  analyze  this 
material,  especially  material  about 
AIDS.  So,  don’t  throw  it  away!  What  is 
;junk  to  you  is  valuable  primary  source 
material  for  us.  Don't  assume  we  have 
any  particular  thing.  And  watch  for  an 
article  in  GCN  in  early  April  on  what  the 
homophobes  are  saying  about  AIDS. 
Send  material  to:  Cindy  Patton,  GCN, 
167  Tremont  St.  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111, 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  GCN  Box 
Number  (be  sure  that  it  is  not  an  out¬ 
side  box);  people  sometimes  make  that 
mistake  and  do  not  reach  the  desired 
recipient)  send  to  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111,  Atten¬ 
tion  Classifieds  Box  


NEWS  BLUES 

Our  news  department  records  about  2-4 
stories  per  week  over  the  phone  and 
then  has  to  transcribe  them  before  edit¬ 
ing,  etc.  This  would  be  much  easier 
with  a  Panasonic  RQ-323S  cassette 
tape  recorder  (for  which  we  already 
have  a  foot  pedal  and  earphones).  Any¬ 
body  got  any  connections  or  know 
where  we  can  get  one  cheap?  Call  Mike 
at  426-4469.  Thanks! 


24,  1984 

PROMOTIONS  NEEDS  HELP 

GCN  Promotions  Dept  needs  help 
doing  small  mailings  &  other  tun 
things.  If  you  have  a  few  hours  during 
the  day  (say,  once  a  week)  consider 
spending  them  at  GCN.  Call  Richard  at 
426-4469.  Hurry. _ 

PERSONALS  FOR  MEN 

NATURAL  MAN  INTO  J/O 

29.  6’,  165,  moust,  dk  bln,  hnsme,  wl-blt, 
hung,  masculine,  all  man!  Into  other 
East  Coast  studs  for  satisf  yingsex.  Am 
totally  healthy  —  expect  same.  Photo 
exchange  must  before  meeting.  Want 
the  best?  Go  for  it! ! !  GCN  Box  786.  (38) 

APARTMENTS _ 

GARDENERS  SPECIAL 

N  Camb:  2'h  bdrms  in  lovely  sunny  2 
family  no  smokers.  Extra  bdrm  can  be 
rented  when  finished.  Deck  &  garden. 
$600  unhtd.  Some  work  exchange 
possible.  Apr  1.  864-6482  leave  mes. 
Can  be  seen  Sat. _ (35) 

East  Boston  one  bedroom  $425/mo 
large  kitchen  and  bath  g  ood  closets, 
wall  to  wall  heat  included  close  to 
MBTA.  Harbor  view  safe  area  no  pets. 
569-8251. _ (35) 

APARTMENT  JP 

5  rm  apt  in  triple  decker  nr  Orange  Line 
325  +  security  util  not  inc.  Kids  OK, 
lesbian  mothers,  women  of  color  encour- 
aged.  524-5247. _ ( 27 ) 

ALL  APARTMENT  ADS,  even  if  you  rent 
space  in  your  own  home,  are  business 
ads  and  must  be  paid  for  at  the 
business  rate  (see  form).  

ORGANIZATIONS 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  information  send  $1 
to:  NAMBLA— GCNAD,  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  NY  10018. _ (48) 

LESBIAN  &  GAY  CHRISTIANS 
and  others  skng  spiritual  fulfillment.  If 
you  are  interested  in  forming  a  UFMCC 
congregation  in  Cambridge  or  the  Bos¬ 
ton  suburbs,  call  492-7922  or  write  PO 
Box  1397,  Camb,  MA  02238.  If  have 
been  unfulfilled  by  other  churches,  this 
may  be  the  place  for  you.  Feminist  len¬ 
ten  series  beginning:  call  for  details. 
_ (45) 

D.O.6. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed,  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. 


GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar, 
call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11, 
Camb,  MA  02238. _ 

GAY  TEENAGE  BOYS  CLUB 
If  U  R  lonely  &  want  to  meet  boys  your 
age,  join  us.  Wkly  meetings,  make 
friends,  dates  &  talk.  Future  plans:  rock 
concerts,  sports,  ski,  beach  &  camp 
trips,  parties.  Help  finding  job  place  to 
live.  Lng  letter  w /  photo  &  phone  to  Box 
3072  Saxonville  Sta,  Framingham  MA 
01701. _ (42) 

HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues.  Workshops  by  national  consul¬ 
tants  for  your  organization  (municipal, 
professional,  political,  educational)  or 
business.  Contact  Equity  Institute  in 
Amherst,  MA  at  (413)  256-6902.  Co¬ 
directors  Carole  Lannigan  Johnson, 
J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester,  Ed.D. _ (s) 

GAY  MEN'S  COVEN 
Gay  Pride,  Feminist,  Spiritual.  Explor¬ 
ing  the  cycles  within  our  lives  and 
nature  with  a  traditional  witchcraft 
base.  Study  js  graded  towards  initia¬ 
tion.  NY  &  Seattle.  Kathexis  Anthropos, 
PO  Box  4538,  Sunnyside,  NY  11104. 
SASE,  please! _ s _ (30) 

LESBIAN  NRSG  SUPPORT  GRP 
Lesb  nurses  interested  in  starting  Bos¬ 
ton  area  grp  (monthly  potlucks)  for  sup¬ 
port,  info  exchange  re:  alternative 
health  practices  (polarity,  massage, 
ther  touch  etc),  call  484-9346  and  leave 
message. _ (11) 

LESBIAN  NETWORKING 

NEWSLETTER 

TELEWOMAN,  Box  2306,  Pleasant  Hill, 
CA  94523  is  a  national  lesbian  newslet¬ 
ter.  Network  resources,  lesbian  fiction, 
poetry,  art,  photography,  book  reviews, 
profiles,  women’s  spirituality,  exquisite 
graphics,  links  between  country  &  city 
lesbians.  $1  sample  issue,  $12  sub.  (32) 

ROOMMATES _ 

LF  29  prof  artist,  seeks  friendly,  resp  LF 
rmte  to  share  large,  sunny  6  rm  Arl¬ 
ington  Hghts  apt.  Wood  firs,  mdrn  kit¬ 
chen,  great  view,  quiet  st.  20  min 
busride  to  Harvard  Sq,  5  min  dr  to  Rte  2. 
Love  of  music  &  sense  of  humor  a  must. 
$250  +  utils.  Avail  immediately 

648-4936. _ (32) 

CAMBRIDGE 

L  31  sks  resp  indep  L  rmte  to  share  nice 
sunny  apt  in  Riverside  area.  Great  loca¬ 
tion,  nr  T  &  Pike.  I  am  quiet,  indep, 
semi-veg  &  woman  of  color.  Lkng  for 
non-smkng.  No  pets  please.  $233  +  low 
util.  Call  492-2838  anytime  to  Ive  msg  or 
before  8  am,  after  8  pm  to  talk.  (35) 


HOW  TO  PLACE  AN  AD 

.  Fill  in  Section  #1.  Ads  cannot  be  run  without  this  information,  which 
is  kept  strictly  confidential.  NO  ADS  are  accepted  by  phone. 

Fill  in  boxes  in  Section  #2.  One  space  for  each  letter  &  punctuation 
mark,  and  one  space  between  words. 

•Standard  capitalization  will  be  used  unless  you  pay  for  capitalized 
words. 

•Use  extra  paper  if  more  space -is  needed  (35  units  per  line). 

•If  you  request  a  line  skipped,  such  a  blank  line  must  be  paid  for  at 
the  same  rate  as  a  printed  line. 

•Please  use  area  codes  with  phone  numbers. 

•Ad  will  be  edited  if  form  is  not  correctly  filled  out. 

•  Form  will  be  returned  if  we  cannot  read  your  writing. 

Write  your  own  category  (maximum  17  units).  GCN  will  assign  a 
category  if  you  do  not  choose  one  or  if  the  one  you  choose  is  in¬ 
appropriate. 

Complete  Section  #3  to  calculate  the  cost  of  your  ad. 

•BUSINESS:  General  Rule— if  money  changes  hands,  it  is  business. 
Includes  renting  part  of  your  home.  Sale  of  anything  is  a  business 
unless  it  is  the  contents  of  your  home,  your  personal  car,  etc.  If  you 
are  selling  a  litter  of  pups,  it  is  business. 

•  NON-BUSINESS:  General  Rule— if  money  does  not  change  hands,  it 
is  non-business.  Personal  items  for  sale  are  considered  non¬ 
business  as  well  as  all  genuine  personal  &  non-profit  organization 
ads.  Roommate  ads  are  non-business  only  if  you  seek  someone  to 
share  rent  you  both  pay  to  a  3rd  party.  If  you  own  the  property,  you 
must  pay  the  business  rate. 

•  PLEASE  NOTE:  If  you  underpay  by  choosing  the  wrong  rate,  your  ad 
will  be  returned.  SAVE  TIME,  send  correct  payment. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  GCN  and  mail  to:  GCN 
Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 

All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


Section  1 


NAME  . 
STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE. 


APT. . 
ZIP 


PHONE  L 


Section  2 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


AD  POLICY 

Ad  Copy  Regulations 

•  The  forwarding  of  an  ad  is  understood  as  acceptance 
of  all  the  rates  and  conditions  stated  on  this  form. 
GCN  reserves  the  right  to  revise  or  refect,  at  its  sole 
discretion,  any  classified  advertisement  on  account  of 
its  text  or  illustrations. 

•No  ads  will  be  accepted  without  a  full  name,  address 
and  telephone  number,  which  will  be  kept  strictly  con¬ 
fidential. 

Errors  and  Omissions 

The  extent  of  GCN ’s  liability  in  the  event  of  an  error  or 
omission  is  space  credit  equal  to  that  of  the  original 
ad,  provided  that  GCN  is  notified  of  such  error  or 
omission  by  the  advertiser  within  ten  days  of  the 
original  publication  of  the  ad. 

Changes  in  Copy 

There  is  a  single  $2.00  reset  fee  each  time  an 
ad  is  changed  and  a  $.50  per  line  per  week 
charge  if  change  increases  length  of  ad. 

Cancellations 

There  are  no  refunds  for  cancelled  ads,  but 
space  credit  will  be  given. 

Re-runs 

If  you  want  to  re-run  an  ad,  please  come  to  our 
office  or  use  the  mail,  not  the  phone.  Please 
give  us  your  full  name,  address  and  phone 
number  and  either  a  clipping  of  the  ad  or  the 
category,  date,  volume  and  number  of  GCN  in 
which  it  ran,  and  a  key  phrase— headline, 
phone  number,  etc.  Remember,  the  deadline  is 
Tuesday  at  noon. 

Box  Mail 

•Forwarding  Boxes:  $5.00  for  6  weeks. 

Mail  forwarded  at  end  of  3rd  &  6th  weeks. 
•Pick-up  Boxes:  $2.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  may  be 
picked  up  at  GCN  office  Mon. -Fri.  10AM-6PM. 

Answering  a  Box  Ad 

To  respond  to  an  ad  with  a  GCN  box  number, 
address  replies  to:  GCN  Classifieds  Box 

- -  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 

02111. 

Checking  Copies  and  Tearsheets 

Free  checking  copies  are  sent  for  each  week  a 
display  classified  is  run.  If  you  require  a  tear- 
sheet  or  checking  copy  for  a  line  ad,  please 
send  $1.00  per  issue  to  cover  cost  of  paper, 
postage  &  handling. 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

Section  3 


Bold  Headlines; 

Business 

x  2.00 

= 

Non-Business 

x  1.00 

= 

Light  Headlines: 

Business 

x  1.00 

= 

Non-Business 

x  .50 

= 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

— 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

= 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

x  .75 

— 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

x  .50 

= 

Capitalized  Wds: 

(not  Headlines) 

x  .25 

= 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds: 

Col.  inches  or  part  thereof: 

x  12.00 

= 

TOTAL  fori  Week 

(Add) 

= 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 

= 

SUBTOTAL 

= 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 

consecutive  weeks 

10% 

= 

for  21-30  consec.  wks. 

15% 

= 

for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

20% 

= 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

= 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00 

= 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00 

= 

□  Tearshts:  #wks 

xl.00 

— 

□  Ckng  copies:  #wks_ 
TOTAL  ENCLOSED  .  . . 


_x1.  = 


□  Please  notify  me  two  weeks  before  my  ad  runs  out  for 
renewal.  (For  long-running  business  ads  only.) 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 
(No  other  discounts  allowed  if  this  option  is  chosen.) 

$100  for  one  year  (50  issues).  Ad  may  have  a  maximum  of  one 

bold  or  light  headline  and  eight  lines  of  copy. 

□  Payment  in  full  enclosed. 

□  We  prefer  quarterly  installments  of  $30,  $30,  $30,  $10.  Pay¬ 
ment  for  first  installment  must  accompany  ad.  GCN  will  bill 
for  balance. 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 
Return  this  form  and  payment  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Classifieds 

GCN  staff  member  needs  a  place  to 
live.  Quiet,  neat,  non-smoker, 
ominivorous.  I’d  like  to  remain  in  Cam- 
bridgeport  or  Central  Sq.  area.  Call 
Larry  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ 

Prof  F  sks  same  to  share  7  rm  hse  on  S 
Shore  nr  T.  Own  sunny  bdrm.  Yard  w/d 
fireplace  porch.  5255/mo  inc  utils.  Have 
cat,  other  pets  negotiable.  848-1720 
please  Iv  msg. _ (35) 

Brighton — Cleveland  Circle,  1  person 
for  large  room,  nr  T  in  independent,  con¬ 
genial  apt.  Share  w/ 1  GF  &  1  SM.  $172 
inc  heat.  Naomi  or  Peter,  739-6566  even- 
ings. _ (35) 

2  LFs  sk  3rd  for  quiet,  comf  3  bd  apt  nr 
Inman  Sq.  If  you  are  resp,  indep  &  enjoy 
a  relaxed,  safe  environment,  pi  call 
492-4029  $180 +  ,  no  pets  or  cigs.  (35) 

UNION  SQ  SOMERVILLE 

3  LF  sk  4th.  We  are  friendly  &- indep. 

Semi-veg,  2  cats.  W&D  in  bsmt.  Sunny 
house,  yard  &  porch.  Quiet  st  nr  buses 
$225  inc  all  util.  For  Apr  623-5985.  (36) 

Salem.  MA,  GWM  27  sks  GM  20-30  to 
share  2  bdrm  apt  in  nice  area.  Train  & 
bus  1-2  miles.  Rent  approx  $270/mo  inc 
utils.  Working  person  or  student  OK. 
Mark,  eves  745-5541. _ (36) 

2  LF  Ikng  to  share  sunny  Dorch  one- 
family  home  w/two  more.  2  blks  from  ' 
Red  T.  Dwy  &  grg.  Wsh&dry.  $175  +  util. 
(617)288-8663  after  4  pm. _ (38) 

GM  looking  for  rmmte  starting  Apr  10. 1 
can  pay  up  to  $150.  In  Boston  if  possi¬ 
ble.  Not  seeking  relationship.  Write 
Glenn  c/o  Mike,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St., 
Boston,  MA  02111  or  call  Mike 
426-4469. _ (37) 

HOUSE  BY  THE  SEA.  . 

LF  wanted  for  Gloucester  house 
w/yard,  pkg,  livrm  w/9  ft  hearth,  kite 
w/woodstove,  own  rm  w/fireplace. 
Share  chores  &  Bayvw  w/LF  cpI,  cat 
near  beach,  avail  5/1,  yr-round. 
$191/mo  + util.  281-5728. _ (40) 

YOUR  NEW  HOME!!! 

Join  3  LFs  skg  1  more  to  share  beauti¬ 
ful  JP  apt,  progressive  politics,  w/d, 
spirit,  humor,  food.  Nr  Arb,  Pond,  T.  No 
smkg  pets.  $168+  avail  now!  524-6209. 

(31) 


LF  32  sk  LF  25  +  to  share  2  bdrm  hse  in 
Natick.  Woodsy  area,  veggie,  no  pet, 
cig.  $135/mo  +  util,  conv  to  Pike  & 
Comm  rail.  655-9347  or  266-6942. _ (32) 

2  LF  sk  3rd  25+  quiet,  neat,  semi-veg, 
health-consc  2  rms  avail  in  house.  Oak 
Sq  Bri.  Safe  res  nbhd.  No  smoke,  pets. 
$1 65/mo  +  .  783-0204, _ (32)  t 

Woman  wanted  for  quiet,  independent, 
women-only  household  in  Newton.  Own 
room  lovely  apt.  Peggy  days  491-6050, 
eves  244-9439.  $235  +  . _ (35) 


SUMMER  RENTAL 

KENNEBUNK,  MAINE 

Ocean  area  large  charming  house  liv- 
ingroom  fireplace  garden  ocean  within 
walking  ditance  15  min  to  Ogunquit  for 
info  write  Mr  Henrik  PO  Box  476  New 
Town  Branch,  Boston,  MA  02258  or  call 
(617)  923-4182. _ (36) 

Summer  sublet  in  Cambridge  avail  for 
June/July  &  August.  Sunny,  spacious  2 
bdrm  Apt  $550/mo.  354-5441  Betsy  or 
BeriL _ _ (c) 

SUMMER  HOME  WNTD 

2  LF  sk  quiet  country  home  in  June,  July, 
Aug  for  writing  &  gardening  in  West 
Mass  or  Vt.  Betsy/Berit  354-5441. _ (v) 

APARTMENT  WANTED 

GCN  staff  member  needs  a  place  to 
live.  Quiet,  neat,  non-smoker,  om¬ 
nivorous.  I’d  like  to  remain  in  Cam- 
bridgeport  or  Central  Sq.  area.  Call 
Larry  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ 

PUBLICATIONS 

TV-TS  TAPESTRY 
ISSUE  41  NOW  AVAILABLE 
Tasteful  informative  magazine  for  per¬ 
sons  interested  in  crossdressing. 
Directory  of  organizations,  services, 
coming  events,  personl  listings,  etc. 
Send  $10  to:  Tapestry,  c/o  Tiffany  Club, 
Box  19,  Wayland,  MA  01778.  (617) 
358-5575.  VISA  &  Mastercard  accepted. 
Issues  also  available  at:  Glad  Day 
Books  (Boston),  Out  of  Town  News 
(Cambridge),  Liberty  Books  (Bstn), 
Tower  News  (Lowell),  United  Book 
(Wore),  Reader's  Feast  (Hartford),  NYC, 
and  Giovanni's  Corner  (Phila). _ (36) 

MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 
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•  MAXI-VANS 
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•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

o 

cc 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

<L 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

zo 

236-1848 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 
Tel  646-6540 


Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 

522-0826. _ (10) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


NON-SEXIST 
PASSOVER  HAGADAH 

Yet  Traditional 
For  the  Whole  Family 
In  Hebrew,  English  and 
Transliteration 

$4  or  Send  SASE  for  Brochure 

HAGADAH  — Dept  S,  POB  3094 
_ Oakland,  CA  94609 _ 

JOB  WANTED _ 

GM  hearing  impaired  seeking  part-time 
or  full  time  work  in  or  very  near  Boston. 
Cleaning  or  general  labor  OK.  Please 
call  Mike  at  GCN  426-4469  and  ask 
about  Bob. _ (35) 

M  27,  sks  career  opportunities.  Hv 
Human  Services  degree  &  exp,  but 
wllng  to  explore  all  avenues.  Pis  wrte 
Bx  401  Swampscott,  MA  01907.  (35) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

COMMUNITY  ORGANIZER 
American  Friends  Service  Committee 
seeks  4/5  time  Coordinator  for  Refugee 
Program.  Requires  fluency  in  English, 
Spanish  &/or  Creole,  good  communica¬ 
tions,  community  organizing  &  organi¬ 
zational  skills.  Submit  resume  by 
3/23/84  to  Personnel  Coordinator, 
AFSC,  2161  Mass  Ave,  Camb,  MA 
02140.  AFSC’s  AA  policy  encourages 
applications  from  people  of  color, 
women,  lesbian  and  gay  people,  han¬ 
dicapped  &  ex-prisoners. _ (35) 

WOMEN’S  ISSUES 

9  to  5,  Boston  Working  Women's 
Organization  concerned  with  wage, 
promotional  and  discrimination  issues, 
is  now  hiring  individuals  to  do  com¬ 
munity  outreach,  fundraising  and  to 
move  people  to  action  on  issues  that 
affect  women  in  the  workplace.  Hrs. 
1:30-9:30.  Training  and  benefits  includ¬ 
ed.  Call  423-3254,  9am-1pm.  Permanent 
and  summer  positions  available.  (36) 
Progressive  Third  World  Women’s  Org 
seeks  aggessive  Third  World  Woman 
for  office  manager  position.  Send 
resume  to  PO  Box  2753,  NY,  NY  10185. 
_ (36) 

RECEPTIONIST/SECRETARY 
Mature,  assertive  individual  who  enjoys 
working  with  people  needed  for 
Brookline  doctor’s  office.  Typing  and 
light  bookkeeping  skills  required.  Mon, 
Wed,  Fri  10-7,  Tues  3-7.  232-7200,  (34) 
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ATTENTION  TYPESETTERS 

GCN  is  looking  for  experienced 
freelance  typesetters  for  part-time 
work.  Send  resumes  to  Nancy 
Wechsler,  GCN ,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th 
floor,  Boston,  MA  02111.  We  have  a 
compugraphic  editwriter  7500.  Com- 
parable  experience  okay. _ 

Ushers  needed!  See  Not  the  Marrying 
Kind  for  free.  For  more  info  call  Barb  at 
497-5572.  Lv  name  &  #. _ (35) 

INSTRUCTION _ 

COMPUTER  COURSE  FOR  WOMEN 

If  you  know  nothing  about  computers  & 
wd  like  to  know  a  little  bit,  come  to  our 

5  wk  course  Sats  10-12  starting  Apr  14 

at  7  Temple  St,  Camb.  For  more  info 
call  776-7029  or  mail  $15-$25  to 
Women’s  Input  Inc.  110  College  Ave, 
Somerville. _ . _ (36) 

DRIVING  COMPANION 

PACIFIC  NORTHWEST 

LF  27  looking  for  compatible  driving 
companion  to  Pacific  Northwest.  I’m 
moving  to  Seattle  but  planning  to  visit 
Colo,  Rockies,  Tetons,  Yellowstone  & 
more.  Leaving  late  May  &  may  take 
month.  Want  someone  to  share  ex¬ 
penses,  driving  &  scenery.  If  interested 
call  628-7540. _ (36) 

RIDES _ 

BLOOMINGTON,  INDIANA  AREA 
Ride  needed  to  music  festival,  and 
back.  Can  leave  from  Boston  area 
anytime  after  May  18,  return  after  May 
28.  Will  share  expenses,  tell  great 
stories.  Please  call  Maida  at  (617) 
723-7473.  (F) 

RESORTS _ 

GREENHOPE  FARM 
in  Northern  VT  still  has  lots  of  snow. 
Great  skiing,  farm  animals,  cozy 
fireplace,  delicious  veg  meals.  Women 
only  space.  (802)  533-7772. _ (35) 

BRINLEY  VICTORIAN  INN 
Romance  a  friend  in  Newport!  Cozy 
rooms  have  antiques  &  flowers.  Warm 

6  safe.  Come  let  us  pamper  you!  GCN 

disc,  Cont  brkft.  (401)849-7645.  (13) 

MOVING  SALE _ 

APARTMENT  SALE 

Everything  must  go!  TV,  beds,  sofa, 
washer-dryer,  fridge.  297  Mt  Auburn  St, 
Watertown.  924-2053.  Saturday,  March 
24. 10am-6pm,  Come  and  buy!  (35) 

SERVICES _ 

REUPHOLSTERING 

Wicker  chair  cushions,  seats  covered, 
draperies  &  curtains  custom  made  from 
your  fabric.  Quality  workmanship. 
Charlie  646-2672. _ (42) 


“FOCUS  ON  RELATIONSHIPS” 

Mixed  therapy  group  for  gay  males  and 
lesbians  meeting  in  Cambridge  for  info 
call  The  Next  Step  491-6430  insurance 
paymentwel  corned  (35) 

GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  identity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  also  available.  Sliding  fee.  Call 
Francis  Giambrone  628-6988.  (c) 

“PERSONAL  CHANGE" 

A  therapy  group  for  gay  men  held  in 
Cambridge  Tuesday  evenings  from 
March  27  for  info  call  The  Next  Step 
Counseling  491-6430  insurance  ac¬ 
cepted _ (35) 


TROUBLED  GAYS 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 
For  the  Usual  Human  Problems: 
Loneliness.  Depression 
Despair 

Just  General  Misery 
Initial  Interview  at  No  Charge 
Ruth  CHESSMAN 
(617)  964-2510 


**  TAX  TAMER"*  Expert  income  tax 
work  at  reasonable  rates.  Long  or  short 
’  forms,  4  years  pro  experience  gay  owned 
&  operated.  436-2583.  _  (29) 

COUNSELING  — PSYCHOTHERAPY 
For  individuals  or  couples,  long  or  short 
term.  Reasonable  rates,  sliding  scale. 
John  Graves,  266-2069.  Formerly  6 
years  with  HCHS. _ (20) 

TYPESETTING 

Want  the  best???  Let  GCN  typeset  your 
resume,  flier,  brochure,  newsletter, 
magazine.  You  name  it!  Reasonable 
rates.  Call  426-4469  and  ask  for  Nancy 
Wechsler. 


Counseling  for  Individuals, 
Couples  and  Groups 
Career  Assessment 
Insurance  Now  Accepted 

BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square 
(617)  739-7803 


HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 

Home,  Condos,  Apt,  Office 
Have  References 
Call  James  825-0538 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING  ' 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  353-0225  for  appt. 


...» 


iiHmifflMMmnminimfiiiimin 

ro  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGEl 
(Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  ot  an] 
Anarchist). 


received  your  name  from  a  friend 
here  who  assured  me  your  club  is 
strictly  for  gay  women.  Therefore  I 
would  like  to  place  an  ad  in  your  | 
paper.  I  am  a  physically  attractive 
black  woman.  I  am  also  a  ’FEM’,  who 
is  presently  incarcerated  for  the 
crime  of  probation  violation.  I  wish  to 
correspond  with  women  who  are  not 
ashamed  of  their  sexual  preference. 
Ethel  M.  THOMAS,  16826,  Emmons 
A-441,  Frontera  CA  91720. _ 

30  yr  old  female  needs  a  friend  to  help 
my  time  fly.  Mail  is  one  sure  way.  I’m 
single  but  looking  to  get  caught.  So 
throu  the  right  line  at  me.  Patricia 
JENSEN,  W-19531.  LB-335,  Frontera 
CA  91720. _ 

Female  prisoner  nearly  ready  to  see 
the  world  once  again.  Would  like  to 
hear  from  someone  to  enlighten  me 
on  what  is  happenin  out  in  the  free 
world.  Single  and  scared,  could  sure 
use  a  letter  or  two.  Marla  HASON, 
W-19442,  LB  339  UP,  Frontera  CA 
91720. 


I 
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GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  PRISONER 
PROJECT 

We  send  free  papers,  books  (when  they 
|  are  donated  and  when  money  for 
postage  is  donated)  and  run  free  penpal 
ads.  (There’s  sometimes  a  long  waiting 
Ilist  because  of  limited  space.)  Little  by 
little  as  we  get  more  volunteer  labor 
power  we’ll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
[support  lesbians  and  gay  men  behind 
|  bars.  If  you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a 
contribution  (of  money  or  paperbacks), 
|  please  send  to  Gay  and  Lesbian 
I  Prisoner  Project,  c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont 
1st.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Thanks! 


I’m  half  Indian  and  half  white,  single, 
like  sports,  male  and  female.  I  can’t 
write  to  another  prison  because  that 
is  one  of  the  rules.  Myrna  BRAF- 
FORD,  791-500,  Box  A,  Oakdale  IA 
52319.  _ 

I  especially  liked  the  poems  in  the 
last  issue.  I  love  reading  about  people 
who  have  my  interests  and  their  rela¬ 
tionships  and  feelings.  I’m  a 
newcomer  to  the  gay  society  (19  yrs 
old,  one  of  the  youngest  here)  and  my 
very  first  relationship  ended  with  my 
loved  one  taking  up  with  another  lady, 
but  I’m  still  not  giving  up.  I'm  a  mex- 
ican,  indian  and  white^halfbreed’  and 
I  get  very  dark  in  the  summer  if  I  get 
enough  sun.  Thanks  again  for  sen¬ 
ding  the  paper!  Elaine  McNEVIN, 
19175,  Box  147,  Star  Rt  3,  Cottonwood 
ID  83522. 
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Prisoners 

Seeking 


TRANSSEXUALS 

Support  group  forming  for  male  to 
female  and  female  to  male  transsex¬ 
uals.  At  all  points  in  our  transitions. 
Being  started  by  TSs  so  we  can  share 
experiences,  problems,  solutions  in  a 
comfortable  atmosphere.  No  cost. 
Write  J.  Bendel,  c/o  GCN  Prisoner  Pro¬ 
ject,  167  Tremont,  Boston  MA  02111. 


TVs,  TSs,  and  admirers 
If  you  are  a  TV,  TS  or  an  admirer  you 
know  how  hard  it  is  to  meet  others.  Join 
the  U.S.  TV-TS  Contact  Service,  101 7B, 
East  Pike  St,.  Seattle  WA  98122. 


TVs  and  TSs!!!!! 

There's  a  newspaper  for  TVs  and  TSs  which 
we’ve  just  heard  about  but  don’t  yet  know  if 
it’s  free  to  prisoners  or  not.  Check  it  out. 
Female  Impersonator  News,  PO  Box  N, 
Belmar  NJ  07719. 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN 
TOGETHER:  is  an  interracial,  in 
tercultural  gay  men’s  organization 
with  over  30  chapters.  They  pro 
vide  social,  political,  and  educa¬ 
tional  programs.  For  more  info 
write:  IA-BWMT,  5 84  Castro  St., 
San  Francisco  CA  94114. 


Since  I  have  been  incarcerated  I  have 
started  a  stamp  collection  both  for 
me  and  for  one  of  my  "victims’’[boys] 
who  had  the  guts  to  stand  up  to  the 
authorities.  I’d  appreciate  it  if  there  | 
who  would  like  to  correspond  or  if  not 
to  send  me  cancelled  stamps  (US  and 
foreign).  I  am  now  corresponding  with 
some  wonderful  people  in  about  6 
foreign  countries  and  around  the  US. 
Karl  AHLERS,  82A-4134-H-2-31,  Box  B, 
Dannemora  NY  12929. _ 

Truly  handsome  Gemini  with  black 
hair  would  like  to  correspond  with 
TVs  or  ferns  who  are  careering  and 
most  true  with  themselves  and  please 
no  head  games  because  its  already  a 
worldfull.  My  hobbies  are  poems, 
writing,  traveling  and  meeting  people 
and  being  able  to  speak  openly  about 
gay  rights.  Leroy  COHEN  Jr,  83A 
0642,  C-15-17,  135  State  St.,  Box  618, 
Auburn  NY  13021. _ 

I  am  in  the  process  of  filing  a  suit 
against  Florida  prisons  for 
discrimination  against  gays.  We  can¬ 
not  have  any  gay  literature  or  reading 
materials.  Any  help  you  can  give 
would  be  appreciated  (like  organiza¬ 
tions  that  will  help  gays  in  prison  with 
legal  assistance)!  I’d  also  like  to  try 
for  a  pen  friend.  Donald  SWAFFAR, 
063026,  U-3-N-7,  PO  Box  747,  Starke 
FL  32091. 


I’m  big  around,  hung,  and  would  love 
to  hear  from  you  darling  men.  Cliff 
CANADA,  49621,  4P20,  818  Jefferson 
Ave,  Moundsville  WV  26041. 


Goodlooking  body  builder  looking  for 
someone  to  correspond  with  to  help 
pass  this  time  away  that  I'm  serving. 
Open  to  all  offers:  AC/DC,  TS,  BS,  S.m 
Donald  WEST,  075415,  Box  99  Cler¬ 
mont  FL  32711. 
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Would  like  to  hear  from  some  of  you 
small  guys  out  there.  I  myself  am  a  5 
foot  3 Vi  inch  prisoner,  very  broad¬ 
minded  and  friendly.  There  are  no 
strangers  in  my  life;  just  friends  I 
have  never  met.  Would  also  like  to 
hear  from  other  prisoners.  James 
CONE,  277249  1 B2,  Box  1000, 
Steilacoom  WA  98388. 


Attractive  GM  27  seeks  cor¬ 
respondence  with  someone  who  is 
lonely,  sensitive,  kind-hearted  and 
wants  to  build  a  lasting  friendship 
together.  I  like  jazz,  quiet  dinners,  jog¬ 
ging  and  sports.  Please  write  Patrick 
CANNON,  PO  Box  00,  W.  Concord  MA 
01742. 


I'm  into  witchcraft  and  black  magic 
and  would  like  to  write  like-minded 
folks.  I  dig  guys  and  love  to  get  it  on. 
Tommy  BLANKENSHIP,  48491, 
Apt.4L7,  818  Jefferson  Ave.,  Mound¬ 
sville  WV  26041. 


I  am  intelligent  and  physically  active 
(Aries)  and  am  interested  in  meeting  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  responsive,  interested  in  social 
conditions  and  who  arc  not  afraid  to  pro¬ 
mote  racial  change  and  acceptance  by  be¬ 
ing  themselves.  Michael  HILLMAN, 
37214,  Box  33,  Terre  Haute  IN  47808. 
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Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  eleventh  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 


My  name  is 
City _ 


Address 


State 


Zip 


New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00  $ 

25  weeks  $17.50  $ 

25  weeks/low  income  $10.00  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 

which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 


